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Preface 


After the events which took place in the beginning of the new 
century and world media attention began to focus on Islam, truth and 
objectivity became casualties. As a result, Muslims have come under 
intense scrutiny from virtually all quarters, including governments, 
diverse organizations and individuals. There has also been an 
unrelenting, multifaceted barrage of unfair criticism and maligning, not 


only of Muslims, but also of Islam. 

While web-based search engines provide numerous citations for 
topics related to Islam, erroneous information is intermingled with 
facts. Hence, a person seeking information about the pristine teachings 
and values of Islam and its views on contemporary issues is confronted 
with a plethora of commentaries and opinions from diverse sources. 
Incorrect or misleading information can easily contaminate the 
unsuspecting mind, limits its receptiveness, and may thus close the 
door to the truth 

The purpose of this book is to convey, in a concise manner, a basic 
understanding of the true message of Islam. It also seeks to provide an 
insight into the workings of the principles guiding Muslims, namely, the 
Islamic Shari'ah. It sheds light on how the Shari'ah addresses 
contemporary issues which impact today’s society and provides the 
reader with the opportunity to contemplate. 
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Introduction 


dam your Lord, 


keep your 


split their religion ar 


that displaces physical darkne 


Knowledge 
knowledge removes darkness from the mind, Like light permits the 
vision to recognize and shows the way, knowledge facilitate 

nderstanding. However, it comes only to those who seek it with ar 
spen mind, Furthermore, its usefulness depends upon the sources 


fi uracy, whether pristine or manipulated 


e, to lead or mislead, Without knowle 


to serve a particular purp 


is unable to distinguish between right and wrong or good ani 


is oblivious to the consequences of his/her actions or 


f also removes fear 


nactions. The absence or lack 
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Religious knowledge can have a peculiar effect upon people. While a 


little or superficial knowledge and understanding of Islam may be 


stimulating or even exhilarating, jeep and true understanding is 


immensely humbling and brings out the very best in human character. 


This attribute can serve as a means of differentiating between those 


with a genuine understanding and a shallow grasp. The loud voices de 


not belong to genuine scholars. On the other hand, superficial 


nowledge or a shallow understanding of Islam opens the door to 
misinterpretations and thus misrepresentation of the truth, Such 


individuals lack the necessary depth of information and understanding 


to arrive at balanced conclusions. 


In Islam, knowledge is a double-edged sword, Those who se 


acquire and utilize it are exalted, while those who possess knowle 


yet fail to utilize it beneficially, are accountable for not acting by 


and/or 


F not disseminating it. In the Qur'an it is stated: 


God will raise to high ranks those of you who believe and those who 


have knowledge. And God is informed of what you oi 


(Surah $8, Mu 


And the blind and the seeing are not equal, nor are those who believe 
and do good works equal to the evildoers 
(Surah 40, Al Mumin, ayar 58 

Islam is a complete way of life, a comprehensive code of living. The 
Islamic Shari'ah addresses every aspect of an individual's life, It 
provide: lance and requires adherence to the prescribed rules 
Islam is peace, compassion, justice and equality. No other definition 
fits Islam. It encourages universal goodness and prohibits evil in every 
form. The Qur'an summariz 

the reward of goodness anything but goodness 


The way of life prescribed by I 
u 


m fosters p 
dissipation of the stresses induced by t 


and contentment 


which le 


day's hectic 


lifestyles, occupational as well as personal. One do 


s not have to 
err 


ace Islam to obtain that contentment. It already c 


mes through 
accepting and following its principles while maintaining the faith in 


which a person was raised or had adopted, Islam is a choic 


and 


h 
person is free to believe or to not believe for nobody may be 


compelled.’ At the same time, the onus is upon the individ 


to seek a 


change from stress to peace, for it is stat 


And that man has only that for which he make 


effort 


Surah 53, An Najm, ayat 39 


God does not change the condition of a people until they first change 


thot which is in their heart ah 13, Ar Ra'ad, ayat 11) 


Ultimately, the message of Islam and its understanding are Divinely 
guided and assisted. The message is there for anyone who seeks it 
Only those will benefit, who make the effort to seek it and strive to 


understand, Prophet Muhammad =® summarized it as follows 


The example of guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is 


like abundant rain falling on the earth: some of which was fertile soil 


bed rain water and b 


which abs ought forth vegetation and grass in 


abundance. Another portion of it was hard and held the rain water and 


Allah ben oking, making 


fitted the people with it and they u 


their animals drink from it and for irrigating the 


of it was barren which nor bring forth 


in (that land provided no benefit 
The first is the example of the person who comprehends Allah's religio 
and gets benefit (from the knowledge) which Allah has revealed throug! 
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Finally, whether exploring Islam through curiosity or for the 
purpose of contemplation, the reader must bear in mind that Islam is 
how and what Muslims should be, ie., the conduct of every individual 
professing to believe and follow Islam must conform to Islamic 
principles. If the conduct deviates from Islamic teachings, they as 
individuals, carry the burden of responsibility of being out of line. 
Islam, asa faith, cannot be made responsible for their actions. 

Islam is a middle course that shuns extremes, both in personal and 
religious practices. Prophet Muhammad # said: Those who go to 
are doomed.” He # also said:’ ...< 


extrem good deeds properly, sincerely 
and moderately, and worship Allah (God) in the forenoon ond in the 
afternoon and during a part of the night, and “always adopt a middle, 
moderate, regular course” whereby you will reach your target (Paradise) 
Today, the world is spinning into ever increasing chaos. In the West. 
there is disillusionment in the ability of the dominant persuasions 
(spiritual and otherwise) to provide means of comfort and answers 
that are meaningful and logical or sound guidance that could lead 
towards sustainable peace and harmonious coexistence, Even the 
illusions of comfort and security achieved through materialism appear 
to be fading as greed and personal enrichment strategies pull down 
world economies and destroy the well-being of hundreds of millions 
As violence and chaos increase, so does the desire for peace, both 
outward and inner. In all this confusion and delusion, with an 


abundance of entertaining distractions, one bea 


of hope remains 
and its light does not diminish despite all efforts to obscure it. This is a 
true beacon of hope, a philosophy without contradictions or covert 
motives, one that assures peace and tranquillity, and if exercised 
conscientiously, it guarantees contentment and harmony, both in the 


inner self and society at large. However, this peace and contentment 


ause it will only 


may remain elusive for the vast majority of people b 
be found by those who actively seek it 


English Tran: of Sahih Muslim, Darussalam. Riyadh, S Arabia, 
Hadith 6784, page 44. 
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I. The Fundamentals 


Chapter One 


Islam 


Introduction 


his doy I have perf you, and completed My 
c 
Th d Islam is derived from which means peace, to be safe 
ce f and t render brit. In essen 
the complete sub 


subject to Islamic rules and g 


ve, Islam is the name use describe the way of life He 
has chosen for the believer 

While Islam provide e-on-one com between an 
individual and God, it is also a social institut prehe 
rules guiding human behavior lly and collectively. It is an al 
inclusive system which addresses spiritual and worldly matters such a 
ethics, manners and morality, education, sciences. lega al, polit 
and economic issues. Through thi f living, peace and conte 
ment in this world and an appropriate preparation for the Hereafter 
can be achieved by any individual seeking to pursu g 

The precursors of Islam are found e Abrahamic Tradit 
Abraham = was a true Muslim a onotheistic rel 
from him through his sons Ishmael (forefather of Muhammad «) 
Issac # (forefather of Jesu The f Islam came ankind 
through Proph and wa by the angel Gabrie 

The first revelations of the Qur'an were ved in Makkah 
Arabia, They continued after the Prophet # em Madinat 
The period during which he received Divine revelat panne 
twenty-three yea 

me thot your L nly One God. So whe r f 


The Meaning of God in Islam 


God is One. The name Allal dentical to God. It i i 


God has given Himself: Say, He is A Allah, the 
Ikhlas, ayaat 1-2). F dditiona n 2, Allah 
To understan mpl f the Or the Unity of 


God in Islamic Belief, it is necessary to € 


its broader m 


and Tauh 


s the Ara 


term which expresses this belief 


Tauheed 
This includes the following: 


* Belief in the Unity or Oneness of God (monotheism), ie. 


there is only One God of the entire creatior 
* Belief in the Oneness of worship, ie., there is nothing that has 


the right to be worshipped (or is worthy of be 


g worshipped) 
bes! 


God. Worship includes the salat (obligatory an 


obligatory prayers) and nce and subordination t 


injunctions (to the Shari'ah) in all affairs, worldly and spiritual 
* A third aspect of Tauheed is the belief in the Unity of God's 


Names/Attribute 


cribed in the Qur'an and Sunnah 


The opposite of Tauheed is shirk which means associating anyone 
anything as a partner or equal to God, or to worship anything beside 
God, This includes praying to saints, icons, statues, etc., as represent 


ations of God. Shirk ilarly, assigning 


And if any one of them were to say, “I am a god besides Him.” We 
would reward him with Hell. Thus, We reward the wrongdoers 


Trinity from an Islamic Perspective 


God is One and nothing can share in H 


gnty. Ther 
Islam rejects the concept of trinity. The Qur'an quotes Jesus 


is my Lord and your Lord; so worship Hir 


said to his disciples: Al 
is the straight path (Surah 3, “Al tn 


They surely disbelieve who say: Allah is the third of three, when there 


no God save the One God. 


The Messiah, son of Mary, was no other than o messenger, 
messengers the like of whom have passed away before him. And his 
mother was a saintly woman. They both ate earthly food 

(Surah 5, AI Maidan, ayat 75 
Jesus = is assigned the status of an esteemed messenger of God 
Neither Jesus © nor any other prophet ever claimed to be God or the 
f God 
The Messiah himself said: O children of Israel, worship Allah, 4 


and your Lord. Whoever ascribes po ah, for him Allah 


forbidden Paradise. His abode is the Fire. For e rs there will be 
helper: ( Malidah, ay 

Before you (Muhammad), the messengers We sent were only men whom 
We inspired. Ask those who have the Reminder,’ if you do not know. And 


We did not give them (thy 


dies that could do without fo 


nor were they immortals. (Surah 21, Al Anbiya 7-8 


The Miracles of Prophets 


Miracles that were performed by prophets should not lead to the 
assumption that they possessed Divine powers. Well known are those 


that were perf 


med by Jesus =. They were facilitated by God to 
impress upon the people the authenticity of the mission of Jesus > as a 
Prophet of God. The Qur’an quotes Jesu 


I come to you with a sign from your Lord, | 


ashion for you out of clay the 
likeness of a bird and | breathe into it and it is a bird, “by Allah’ 
permission” (bi izniliah). | heal him who was born blind, and the leper, 
and I raise the dead, “by Allah's permission” (bi iznillah) 


(Surah 3, "Al imraan, ayat 49) 


Muslims 

A Muslim is one who willingly and by choice surrenders to the Will of 
God. This means that anyone (person or creature) who obeys and live 
by the laws of the Almighty is a Muslim. Every animal, insect and bird 
is a Muslim as they are obedient to the Laws of the Almighty. Every 
child is born a Muslim. As the child grows older, the external 


influences may lead him or her to adopt another faith by choice 


believer (mu’min) is a person whose submission to God is 
conscientious, willful, wholehearted and complete, ie., complete 


subordinati 


the Will of God. This does not mean living in 


seclusion or in a sanctuary and devoting time only to worship. These 


are normal people who go about their daily lives while stringently 


abiding by Divine injunctions with respect to worship, personal as w 
1s worldly affairs. While Muslims attain the status of believers, the 
terms believer and Muslim are not interchangeable. This distinction is 
h in the Qur'an and the Sunnah 


mitting him/herself to the Wil 


of God, a Muslim is in peaceful 


coexistence with all of creation thre 


This include: 


p Islam as o way of life (deen). 


the inanimate. Such peaceful coexistence with everything 


in nature is inherent to Islam toge 


and avoidance of what is wrong and evil 


tatus of being the best 


You are the best community that has been raised up for mankind. You 


\d you believe in Allah. And 


» what is good and forbid what is evil, d 


believed, it would have been better for 


ifth 


them. Some of them ore believers, but mast of them are e 


People of the Scriptures ha 


(Surah 3, ‘Al Imraan, ayat 110) 


loves God and 


The foremost duty of a Muslim is to G 
pts and re 


obediently submits to Him. Furthermore, he/she a 


Muhammad a as the final Messenger of God and is also duty-bound to 


obey and follow him: 


New Muslims 


There are two occasions when a person can ¢ all past sins ¢ 


be forgiven. After performing the Haj proj d when a non. 
Muslim s Islam, ie, becomes a Muslim. On both 


occasions, the previous rec 


d of bad ¢ d sins is wiped cl 


and the person starts out like a newborn, provided that he’s! 


sincerely repents all sins. As an added bonus, God promises to rept: 


those sins with hasanaat, ie.. He will credit them as good deeds 


The Islamic Faith 
There are five basic tenets of Islam, also called the Five Pillars. 


These are: Shahadah, Salat, Zakat, Sawm and Haj, 


Shahadah 

Literally, shahadah means to bear witness: La ilaaha_illaliah 
Muhammadur rasool ullah, There is no god or deity besides Allah and 
Muhammad # is His messenger. Associating a partner with God is a 
major aberration, an unpardonable sin. A person may repent and seek 


forgiveness and thus re th. A lesser aberration in 


this c 


tablish his/her f 


ssociating partners with God Js giving worldly affairs 


escribed by the Almighty 


Salat 


Muslims are required to pray five obligatory prayers each day (in a 


twenty-four hour period): before dawn (fajr). mid-day (zuhr), mid- 
afternc 


(asr), after sunset (moghrib), and at night (isha). These 


prayers are due at their prescribed times. There are concessions for 


those traveling and w 


men are exempted from the obligatory prayers 
during their menses. 


The word salat is derived from the 


t wo 


salw and its meaning 


includes supplication, honour, blessing, to contact or connect, to come cle 


or near. While salat is commonly translated as prayer, its meanin 


and 


implications are far-reaching. During the salat a person establishes a 


connection with God, and while in sajdah (prostration), he/she is 
closest to Him. The injunction in the Qur'an is aqim-s salat, meaning 
establish salat. je., establish connection or contact with God, While 


praying a person is before God and the utriost concentration and 


appropriate etiquette are essential, Furthermore, by establishing this 


connecti 


off the prescribed course 


nas required, five times a day, a person is less likely to veer 


igatory alms is payable upon the net worth of an 


individual's assets which exceed a minimum threshold (minimum 
wealth). This minimum threshold amount is called nisab and is 


equivalent to the value of three ounces of gold, Assets valued below 


e nisab are exempted. Zakat is payable on assets that reach or 
exceed the nisab, in the amount of 2.5 % of their value. Additionally 
such assets must be in the individual's possession for twelve 


consecutive lunar months before zakat becomes due 


Zakat is collected by the Islamic State or other authorized Mu: 
organizations and is distributed to the poor and those in need. There 


are several categories of individuals who are ible for Zakat. The 


purpose of this wonderful rule is, amongst others, to facilitate 
distribution of wealth in the society, provide for those in need and 
alleviate poverty. Above all, complying with this injunction, ie., paying 


f priately rewarded. The 


the Zakat, is an act of ship and is app 


same applies for other oblig 


Sawm 


Fasting during the m¢ 


th of Ramadan. The Muslim fast differs from 
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most other types of fasting, The fast begins before dawn and ends 
immediately after sunset. During the fast, the person must abstain 
from food, drink, smoking and sexual activity. In addition, the fasting 


person must refrain from using hurtful or improper language, refrain 


from fighting or being provoked. Ramadan is month of immense 
blessings and Muslims are encouraged to maximize the benefits by 
doing everything that is good, including indulging in spiritual devotion 
and charitable activities. 

The sick may abstain from fasting. Women are not permitted to fast 
during menstruation or immediately after childbirth. Fasting is not 
advised for the traveler and individuals who have attained fragile old 
age. The traveler must make up the missed fasts upon returning to the 


place of residence. Similarly, menstruating women must make up the 
missed days. 
The term charitable activities requires some elaboration. In Islamic 


belief, any good deed done sincerely for the sake of pleasing God is 


considered an act of charity. Besides the common charitable acts such 
as generous giving, helping the poor and needy, etc., the definition 
n the 
cing 
another person, and a kind word spoken. During the month of 


includes such simple actions as removing a hindrance fro 


idewalk to make it easy for the pedestrians, a smile when g 


Ramadan, the benefit for each charitable deed is multiplie 


Haj 

This is the pilgrimage to the sacred places in and around Makkah 
While this is an obligation, certain conditions must be met before one 
|s permitted to travel for Haj. These include the ability to financially 


afford the travel, to be free from debt and othe! 


financial obligations 
and the travel must not be financed by borrowed money. While Haj is 
obligatory, certain other social matters may take precedence. For 
example, if a person has older parents who are in need of attention 
and care, tending to the parents takes precedence over going for Haj 
This type of ruling is very typical for Istam where there is significant 


phasis on moral and social obligations. 


Additional Essential Beliefs 
Whi 


he five basic t 


(the Five Pillars of Islam) constitute the 


is! 


core, Islamic Belief (iman) is far more comprehensive and also includes 
the following: 

* Belief in God 

* Belief in the existence of angels 

* Belief in the Revelations sent by God through all prophets 

* Belief in all prophets and messengers sent by God 

* Belief in the Day of Judgement (youm ul Qiyamah) 

* Belief in Destiny/Fate (a! Qadar) 


Belief in God (Iman bi Allah) 

The belief in the One God of everything that exists is at the heart of 
the Islamic Faith (see Tauheed and Chapter 2, Allah =), It is 
the belief in the existence of certain things ynseen. Included in this 
unseen are angels, predestination (al Qodar), Day of Resurrection and 
Judgement, Paradise and Hell 


part of 


Belief in the existence of angels 

Angels were created from light. Unlike humans and the Jinn, angels 
do not po: 
God and follow exactly as He commands and also serve as 


s an independent choice. They were created to worship 


messengers. The angel Gabriel = brought the Message of Islam to 
Prophet Muhammad # 


Belief in Revelations sent by God through all Prophets 
Throughout history, numerous prophets brought the same basic 
message of Tauheed:’ believe in One God who has no partner, no 
parent or offspring, do good and refrain from evil. Islam confirms all 
prophets. At the same time, it asserts the superiority of its final and 
comprehensive Message over all previous messages and scriptures, 
Believing in all Divine messages is a part of the Islamic Faith (iman), 


And to you We have revealed the Book with the Truth, confirming 


whatever Book was before it, and a watcher over it. So judge bet 


Iman means belief or faith 


* These are also known as the Six Pillars of Faith. 
a biya’, ayat 25: And we di ye you but that 


m the Truth that hi 
He it is Who he : 
‘i ff Truth, that 
Mf the previous P 
(Torah) and Injeel (G 
Injunctions given to f 
entioned in the Qui 
today, nor is Injeel th 
the original message 
the Qur nfiems is 
in these books and r 
Bible as we have today 


Belief in all prophets and messengers sent by God 


Islam requires belief i 
messengers and that they 
following ai nam 
Idris (En Nur (No 
(Ist ), Ishaq (Issac), Y 
(David), Sulaiman (Solon 
(Job), Yt nat 
Taurat (Torah), Zabo 
nder 


FOP 


ver one hundred 


ption of Mary and birth of Jesus (peace b 
7 art of Islamic belief. These are 
ing narrative.” Additionally, in Islami 
reof except pursuit of a conjecture; they slew him not for 
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2 This 
question is also answered by God Almighty that Jesus = was created 
just like Adam: The likeness of Jesus with Allah is as like the likeness of 


Adam, He created him of dust, then He said to him: Be! and he we 


Was Jesus ~ different from any other mortal created by 


3,°Al Imraan, ayat 59), 


The Final Message 
All of God's prophets, including Moses @ and Jesus *, are held in 


very high esteem and no difference in belief is assigned to them 


While the previous prophets and their m ssed on certain 


regions and peoples, the final message from God through Prophet 


sages focu 


Muhammad was destined for all of mankind and came in the most 
comprehensive form, incorporating those of all earlier prophets.” It is 


wided a set of laws and rules (Shari’ah 


comprehensive because it pr 


and Figh) and also established a code of living and conduct for all 


future generations of mankind through the real-life example in the 


person of the final messenger of God, Muhammad 


And We have not sent you (O Muhammad) save as a bringer of good 
mankind know ni 
r) 


tidings and a warner to all mankind; but m 


(Surah 34, 


In the Messenger of Allah you have @ good exomple for him who hopes 


for Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much, 


Belief in the Day of Judgement 
In the Qur'an and Hadith, many descriptions are used for the Day of 
The Hour, The Final Day 


ul ‘akhir), Day of Accountability (your ul hisaab), Day of Gathering 


Judgement (your ud dee me of these a 


(you 


ul jammah), Day of Resurrection (your ul giyamah), Day of Mutual 
Each 


one of these descriptions emphasizes a particular aspect. The te! 


{you 


Disillusion (youn ut taghabun), Appointed Day (yc 


youm means day. This is not a day in the conventional sense since the 
duration of that day will be significantly longer 

Each and every person that ever lived will be assembl that day 
and will have to account for each and every deed.” This will be the 


final process of accountability. Each person will be given his/her book 
of records which will contain minute details of the person's deeds. 
There will be no possibility for making excuses or denying since the 
r and complete. In addition, each body part will 
testify independently. 

A simplified concept of the outcome is that good deeds will be 


record will be cle: 


weighed against the evil deeds. If the scale tips towards the good, 
Paradise is the reward, and if the evil deeds weigh more, Hell is the 
destination. In reality, it is much more complex, as many other things 
are factored into the final judgement. For example, if a person has 
wronged another, some of his/her good deeds will be taken away and 
given to the victim, which may change the balance significantly 
However, the single most important and the determining factor is that 
f God's Mercy and Compassi 


n. He may forgive anyone, at any time, 
at His discretion. 

While 
will be on the Day of Judgement, the actual process of accountability 


ies and is buried. For the good, the 


nal reckoning with awarding of Paradise or punishment 


begins very shortly after a person 
grave is made spacious and a pleasant resting place. For the evil 
punishment already begins in the grave. Thus, for every person, the 
gravelcemetery should serve as a reminder that life's end could be just 


around the corner, and that after death, the 


sibility to do good 


deeds or make amends also 

When will the Day of Judgement come? No one except God has 
that knowledge. When asked about it, Prophet Muhammad # replied 
that he did not know. On many occasions, he would describe event 


that would occur prior to the Day of Judgement. These are recorded 


as: 


in the Hadith and are also discussed in Chapter 25, Qiyamah 


Belief in Destiny/Fate (al Qodor) 

The ic wi ansiated as desti Its broade eaniny 
p c fine al Qadar as Divine Measure an 
Islamic faith. T vast topic about w ily little has. bee 

sf Moreove ne vidual mmend neith 

y t God. He had knowledge 
t at de cr ording to His pla 
f He has written and placed all of this inf rf 
trol over all eve eceding, dur J ¢ Vh 


accident 


uch thing as at 


And 


And He knows whatever 


with Him are t 


but He k It 


‘nor anything living or dea 


Each oc 


known to mankind. Every 
beginning of creation." Th 


what happen: 


God ordained it and H 
desirable 


Him, 


a belie 


ina book, b 


If faced with 


ot grieve for the g 


the land 


unde 


nk G 


the son of Adam results fi 


ble 


Can destiny be changed? 
Pr Muhammad aid: Nothing extends one's life span 
n righteousness (birr), nothing averts the Divine Decree but supplication, and 
fall nothing deprives a man of provis the sin that he commits 
Supplication (du’a), which is a means of asking God for something, i 
also an important part of the Islamic faith. It is an act of worship and 
every person is encouraged to ask for all of his/her needs. This alsc 
puts into perspective the relationship between God, the One who 
b m stores that never deplete, and the supplicant who seeks 


rething Faith in Practice 


ed by Issues pertaining to the practical aspects of Islam are discussed in 
Chapter 4, Islamic Law, Shar Some issues, particularly 
se pertinent to the fc ing, are discussed below 
Religion and State 
t what There is no separation of religion and state. Traditionally, the Head 
of State was also the spiritual leader. This is the principle of the 
Caliphate. In the true Islamic he pe are empowered, The 
whe affairs of the state are conducted by shura’, This is the principle of 
Jes lif mutual consultation and involves both men and women. In an Islamic 
th. F State virtually every open to public debate a input is 


f per s the intention 
f life. On the Day of 
f credit for ¢00 
If a perso 
sst f king 
tg t, a multif 
f an individual inten 


assuredly He is Oft-Forgiving, Most | 
f sin; major and minor. The 
e g partners with God. ie., shirk 
e i incerely repents and 
>t repeat it. All forgiveness is at the discretion of the Almighty 
Sins are further divided into those mitted against anothe 
per r against. oneself, Usually, sins against 
f esp to the well-being of 5 
: are more severe punishment. The fear of 
punish rimes such as theft, rape, fornication and adultery 
erves. as a strong deterrent in an Islamic society. Before punishment 
t uncoe ime actually did occur. The j 
acec ns. Eve time of P 
Muhammad pun carried out 
infrequently. For example. or 1 (stoning for adultery) was 
y forward to confess the crime and requested purification.” Homicide 
f ubject to specific ruling r Shari'ah (see Ch: 4, Islamic 
Th of then 
in others as partners in worship with Alla 
+ To murder a human bein; 


oT 


+ To practice sor 


join partners i 


* To kill the lif 

+ To use or 

* To devour the pr 
+ To turn one's bai 
*T 


Islam teaches 
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teer clear 


T 


adh 


nieted, 


or doubtful. The 


those 


of the 


he opposite 


which Allah has 


perty 


Joubtful be 


that a 


Muslir 


to obligatory religi 


describes those with piety a: 


Those who believe 


their faith 


th 


And those who refrai 


The Qur’an 


forbidden 


phan 


ause of thi 


period of twenty-three years, The Qur'an was transmitted in the 


Arabic language. It has 114 surahs (chapters) of variable length. In each 
surah, there are a variable number of ayaat (verses). Some verses w 


in Makkah and others were 


je the Prophet # wa 
1e in Madinab 


f the Qur'an is al Jauh a! mohfuz (The Guarded Tablet). 


during his 


The source 


This is the Record of all information and was written before creation 


began. The Qur'an is the only Divine Revelation which has been 


in its original form. God has made that His responsibility: 


wn the Reminder (the Qur'an) and We 


oon after they were revealed, the verses of the Qur'an were 
recorded by scribes and committed to memory by many, Each year 
during the month of 


Muhammad 


he angel Gabrie 


would visit Prophet 


rehearse the vers 


s that had been revealed up tc 


that time. During the last Ramadan before the Prophet d, Gabriel 


rehearsed the entire Qur'an twice. The printed book we have today 
is preserved in that form and in the same sequence as the Prophet 
left it for all Muslirr 

Revelation of verses of the Qur'an came at different times and for 
different occasions. After receiving a revelation, the Prophet ® would 


be exhausted and sweating and remarked that each occasion left hit 


with heaviness hest. He also said that after each revelation it 


were as if the words were imprinted in my mind. 
Each word and each sentence in the Qur'an is purposeful, Most 
meanings are clear ations of the Some meaning 
may be difficult to grasp, and here learned scholars play an important 


role in helping with the interpretation. 


The Living Language of the Qur'an 


Arabic, the language in which the was reveal 
expressive languag order to understand the meanir 
' equire xplanatory text called a 
it may requi » expla y 
into perspective the ev that 
associated with ion of th ticular verse 


Even in the best of translations, 
translators may ¢ 


vocabulary of th 


as they attempt ¢ 


Importantly, the language of 
translated and interpreted by 
equipped with a dictionary. The P 


The Message of the Qur’an 


And We send down in the Qur'an th 
hu he reoled it to be a j 
The message of the Qur'an is tk 


ways: O mankind, O O children of Israel,” O pec 


fr made between per at , with no 
yt partner (ie., Muslims believers (i 
the complete: ..we hear Al Bagar 
fully si Sod created mankind for the purpose of worshiping Him 
b alone believer's life is an ssion of the mplete and 
pret uncondit br to God by strictly following the Qur'an and 
Sunnah, W ation of the Arabic word ibadah, The 
meaning of ib ader. It includes worship and prayer in 
the conventional se it is the state of constant 
awareness of one God and that of consciously 
n avoiding everythi ght incur His displeasure 
Prophe 4 (risa 
essengers and warners were se admonist guide al 
4 ended with the last Prophet of G 
tions, those who heeded the wa 
y wt hose who rejected it 
examples where nat and err 
th turned to disbelief and 
f here does not mean only denying 
fe is perpetual. That life e spe 
son will be ned a fi 
. ent. The life in Paradise will t 
mentful. To provide a measure, Prophe 


(humankind) kindle 


Reading the Qur'an 


mind that the 


ation may not 


dicated 


neaning of the Qur'an, i¢ 


this Through the 
many o} verses whose 

otherwise not readily apparent to the reader 
the Word of God and should be handled with 
appropriate respect. No one should touch it unless in a state of purity 
(tahara) (Surah 56, Al Waqi'ah, ayat 79). In p | terms, this mean: 
performing the wudu (ablution required of Muslims before obligatory 
prayers and reading the Qur'an) or taking a bath if there has been 
xual activity, and wear lean clothes. Non-Muslims seeking 


¢ about Islam are permitted to handlerthe t 


Hadith and Sunnah (Prophetic Traditions) 


There are three ponents of the Prophetic Traditions 
rater by Prophet Muhammad ®, his actions and approval: 
and his descr ns (sifaaw/shama'il). The Arabic word Hadith 


d as meaning speech, conversation, talk, interview, narrativ 
account or report.” Strictly, this definition covers only his statement 
However, its broader meaning is generally used and refers to all the 
acts, words, an gs of Prophet Muhamm e., his Tra 

This includes whate w about him by virtue of the 

es, records and jections of h family members and 

the ri with them all). A Hadith Qudsi 

by God. Unlik / 4 

Hadith and Sunnah carry the same authority since bow ech and 


After the Qi 


The importance 


pilation in book form by imam Malik (93-179 AH) 
were 4 and d through a very rigorous sy 
authentication and corroboration which often necessitated 
tion. Some of the prominent H: rs and their 
Mut mad mail b Sahih Al-Bukha’ 
Al-Mughirah Al-Bukhai 


Abu'l Hussain Muslim bin Hajjaj Sahih Musli 
206-2 821-875 CE) 

an b bin Ist nan Abu Dawud 
bin Bashir bin Shaddad bin Amr 
in Imrar Dawud (202-275 AH 
Abu Isa bin Saw in Musa b Jami A idhi 
Al-Bug Tirmidhi (200-279 AH 
(209-273 AH ce) 


Hadit 


rce of 


Over ¢ 


motive 


as these Hadith 


aware 


tak 


P 


Violence and Islam 


There is a misconce 
It appears to be par 
against Islam and Mus! 
totally incorrect, but b 
and essentially robs the 
way of life that guaral 
number of p 


and deprive the 

pea far 
lam is th 

by Muslims all 
While the ulti 
awers of 


forge Hadith in order ¢ prohibited. However, the 


rroborated 
had 
tion that Islan 
fan unfor 
ims. It fe 
m. dise 
e humble 
‘emedied 


 learne the when it becomes the only remainin 7 
ave bee and injustice, and establish peace 
p hen let h ‘ed by Prophet Muhan 
sfessional killer robots in uniform, the Muslims were urged 
to seek and security through prayer rather than engage in 
itary cor Consequently, Divine Revelations prepared the 
Muslims for the unavoidable 
ly t hoppen that you hate o th good for you and it may happen 
¢ adit Misrepresentation of Islamic Texts 
te if Occasionally, phrases from verses of the Qur'an and Hadith are 
the f peop quotec context and the meanings misrepresented in order to 
sntentment and justify the vilification of Islam and Muslims and to portray them a 
od, Peace ( Ver f Surah 9, At Taubah state 
y e in wait for ther y vable place.” B nd 


are unfounded. To understand their meanin 


verses must be viewed in both their textual and historical 


For textual context, any one phrase 


quoted as having an 


deliberate, it is misrepresentation 


must be interpreted against the backg as 
whole.” The importance of the historical context is knowing w 
for what reason the verse was revealed er provid 
purpose 
of Verses in H al ar al Context 

ow f Surah Taubah, addre 
pertain 1 ts.” These v were revealed 
month of Shawwal (tenth month of the Islam dar) in the nind 
year after Hijrah. P tribe g in adja es h 
made ties with Muslim State in Mad N 
Muslims strictly abid ' hose tre as did sor 
the tribes, others violated them repeatedly wit : tile 
(Surah At Taubah, ayaat 7-10.13), The treaty violators were given f 
terms by accepting and pea n the Mu: war” A 
was customary with annou this y 
prohibited for Muslims.” Three of these are tive months and 
F 
peace treaty (Treaty of Hudaibiya’) by deri , peop 
belonging to a pagan tribe allied with the Muslim This v 


Thus. 


violated their treaty obligations and were guilty of 


the Muslims were 
of non-Muslims who they were 


fa treaty, 


worship and pay 


t them go their way)... cannot be 
ept Islam. It gives those who 


> accept Islam or continue in 


their ways of life. This is further explained in the subsequent verse 
(see below). 
The next verse (ayat 6 of Surah 9, At Taubah) states: And if anyone 
f the idolators seeks your protection, then protect him so that he may heai 
he word of Allah and afterward convey him to his place of safety. That i 
because they are o folk that know not. Clearly, the injunctions ...protect 
him... and his place of safety... do not permit forced 
inversion but re-affirm that there is no coercion in matters of faith. 
Thus, it requires some imagination to deduce that Islam preaches 
forceful conversion. ne may b mpelled to accept Islar 
because in Islam a person has to willingly submit to God. Compulsion 
Joes not make a person a Muslim. There is no inquisition in Islam and 
the Qur'a y prohit eful conversion: There is no compulsion 
gion (Surah 2, Al E yat 256), 
Historically, the relationship between Muslims and non-Muslim 
tizens of a Muslim state has been that of mutually beneficial peaceful 
existence. The rules of inte with non-Muslims (individual 
smmunities or states) are explic tate that those in peaceful 
coe Muslims are ¢ to just and kind ¢ ent 
\ freedom of religion and the Islamic 4 
tie acefully. A nal information on 
th ¢ may be found 1, Minorie der Muslim Rul 


‘and know that God is with who keep the to Him. This against mankind. So establish the 
must be od ne appropr torical xt. T Allah. He is your p d 
Byzantine Christians in Syria to the nort Hlusi¢ excellent Helpe! Al Haj, ayaat 77-78 
Islamic Persians who we r ti 
the present day Iraq, had star he new Muslir jam is a perfectly balanced, well-organized and beautiful way of lif 
State and also incited the g in bord providing both contentment in the present life and the keys to eternal 
areas. This Divine directive at light 2 happiness. It is what the Creator intended for all of us. It is by no 
that it applied to those peopl ng ra ans a ated faith or difficult to follow. 
and refers to the Tabuk Expedition (9 AH) A man once came to Prophet Muhammad and inquired about 
Al Bagarah, ayat 191 states: Kill the er you find Islam. The Prophet = said: 
from which they drove you, for wmult ar tu worse thar The Prophet # replied: No, but if you want to offer the nawafil (non- 
kalling big 
While Islam permits warfare, it het The Pr fasts dur 
Muhammad # did not like war. He called it deceit and urged M f Ra re fast q 
eek peace and security through prayer rather th gaging ir wofil (non-obligatory) 
war." His mission was that of guidance and mercy and not that of fasts (y 
and ction: (0 Muhammad!) We h y sent y f Th Prophet m sai x: You have to poy the Zakat (obligatory 
all worlds (Surah 21, Al Ant y). The man asked: Is there anything other than the Zakat for 
For additional information, the reader is referred to a paper by D: e to pay? The Prophet # replie inless you want to give alms of 
Jamal Badawi: Muslim and non-Muslim Relations. Reflect e your own. And then that man went away saying: By Allah! | w 
Quranic Text neither do less nor m an this. The Pro id: If what he 
r J. then he will be successful (ie, he will nted Paradise) 
Concluding Commentary Reflecting upon the following verses from the Qur'an will provide 
ddit Jimpses of the message of Islam. 
aid upon you in religion any hardship Abrah 


mm the Messenger 


Chapter Two 


ALLAH 


¢ heavens and the earth, The similitude of H 


mp. The lamp is in a glass. The glo: 


vree, on olive 


The Concept of God 


Throughout ages, out of admiration man has needed a deity 
for worship. The deity was assigned different f because it wa 
and often still remains, difficult to imagine the existence of an All 
owerful yet unseen Being. The idols, figurines and sed a 
representations are creations of the human mind and product 

An All-Powerful God, the Creator of everything 
imagination and artisanship 


36 rains of Suste 


than the creation 


‘onceptualized in human terms. 
This All-Powerf 


One and only God. Allah is not onl; 


Muslims. This is the Name of the One 
of Adam, Noah, 
Muhammad (pe 


e be upon 


exception, from the very beginning t 


The Name 


The name Allah predates the |: 


f, This most powerful 


Jews also used this name for God. Allah is the 


Himself: Say, He is Allah, the One. Allah 
Over the course of time, pursuant 
to which man could relate, this name 
including a moon deity. The assignme 


solely the figment of human imaginati 


be represented by a physically ide 


articular fi 


belief in the unseen and God is a part 


The name Allah i 


following and 


to mean one and the sam 


The Being 


1 other th Sod 


orm a mental image of G: 


uslim belief, God is unique a 


an be compared with Him. Only He 


of a ph 


nor level of spirituality. Fu 


Mose 
f time 


knows Himself a 


His author 


Him t 


Himself. His Being is not visibl 


dous 


ers will be able 


overtakes Him. 


tercede with 
them (His 


only that p 


Ine! Allah the 


the Living, the Self-Existing. Neith 
except by/His permission? He 


atur 


1 of Hi 


t which preceded i 


e whe 


pel)’ before t 


through the 
an. While ni 
to see Him 


are a few verses from the Qur'an in which G 


des 


4 describes Hi 


al, He wo 


ipt 


in the Hereafter 


rid, yet we 


ble to Him. 


1 He 


and He 


ge which He will 


the M 


which h 


st High, the 


g. He ha 


sent down the Tou 


and what lies behind ther, 


it does not tire 


rt 


nt 


And to Allah belongs all that is 


earth, And Allah is ever encomp: 


jh 4, An Nis: 


He is Allah, besides whom there is no ather g 


invisible and the visible. He is the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


d, the Sovereign Lord, 


He is Allah, besides whom there is no other 
the He 
the A 


One, the Source of Security, the Keeper of Faith, the Guarc 


Mighty, the Compeller, the Superb. Glorified be Allah above the 


partners they ascribe to Him. He is Allah, the Creator, the On 


Fashioner. His are the most beautiful Names. All that is in the heaven: 
and the earth glorifies Him, and He is the Mighty, the Wise 


Was man created in the Image of God? 


According to Christian and Jewish belief God created man in his ow 
image.* It follows that G re a human being. According 
to Muslim belief, mankind has absolutely no clue of image. It is 


stated in the Qur'an: ..There is nothing like Him... and Vision connot 
comprehend Him, but He comprehends all visio 


Ina Hadith, Prophet Muhammad » said: God cre 


image...’ The emphasis is Adam and al 


subsequent generations of humans were endowed with an identifying 
image of their own. Occasionally, the Arabic text is erroneously 
translated as stating His image, implying God's ir If understood 
metaphorically, it could mean that man was endowed with some 
qualities which resemble the Divine, but physical image of 
God. 


Will anyone be able to see God? 


No human has ever seen God and no one will see Him before the 


Day of Ju 


without dying...” meaning that nothing will survive the impact of seeing 


nent. A Hadith Qudsi states: ...no living person cc 


God. The only persons who will be able to see God are those who are 


granted Paradise by virtue 


ir conduct on earth,’ The Hadith 


Quasi further states: ..the people of Paradise will see Me. These are the 


not die and whose b 


ones whose eyes dies do not wither 


revealed a token of His Being 


Moses =. That impact made 
Moses = unconscious (Surah 7, Al A’raaf, ayat 143). God also spoke 
4 


to Moses ® without revealing His Image. Similarly, God communic 


with His other Messengers without revealing His Image,'* Prophet 
Muhammad s was privileged to be in the presence of God during the 
Night Journey (Isra’ and Miraj) but he never saw Him. When asked, 
the Prophet # replied thar he saw light." In this context, light can 

have several meanings. The physical phenomenon of light representing 
the veil of God, or as an attribute of God, meaning the One by whom 


everything is made visible or illuminated, ie, the One who brings the 


believer out of the darkness of ignorance and disbelief and into the 


light of knowledge and truth 


Use of the pronoun We 
In many verses of the Qur'an, God has used the pronoun We. This 
may give rise to confusion in some minds as to why God uses the 


plural form when He is only One. The Arabic of the Qur'an isa 


regularly spoken langi and the use of We instead of | is simply a 
R J by Al Halom dith Al-Qudsiyyah. Translated by AK Kazi and AB 
Day. Dar al Trip anon, 1996. Hadith 15 

hih Muslim. M Matraji, Darul-Isha’at, Karachi, Pakistan, 1998 A 
ah 42, A r ah shou 
s Darul-lsha’at. Kar akistan, 1998. Volume I-A 


40 Gra 


culiarity.’ It is a form of 5 


linguistic 


in Arabic but also in English and most other languages. 
nothing in the Qur'an or the Ha , that ther 
only One God. While some verses use the plural form, others 
unequivocally state that God is One: Say, He is Allah, the 
12, AI theblas at Truly, your Lor 4) 
Where is Allah ? 
heaven. The definition of heaven i: it ysir pace 
skies above the earth or is it Paradise whose locati on 
know? How can God be mv ir ething He ha: eated, ie 
In Islamic belief God is Omnipresent, and by His very nature 
cannot be confined to any physical space or dimension. He is with 
wherever we are, by virtue of His Knowledge, and knows of ever 
we may not appreciate His Divine prese et niles 
uiter space are dwarfed by the magnificence of the Almighty 
Purpose of Creation 
Mankind was c for the sole purpose of ping 


ibject t 0 accountable 
row n of another, 


om the Qur'an and the Hadith of 


het Muhamm In many verses of the Qur'an, God disclosed 
ome aspects of His Being and His Attributes, Also commonly known 
as the Nomes of Allah, these attributes define for mankind some of the 
Divine characteris of these attributes are listed t 
together with the anslations, The translation, consisting 
one or more w ot do justice to the actual meaning and 
implication of th Therefore, the interested reader is 


referred to other texts to gain a better understanding 


In addition to providing these attributes, G 
f the senses and reasoning to enhance our knowledge of Hi 
Muslims are encouraged to learn these attributes. For the individual 
they serve several purposes. Firstly, God has commanded that the 


Names when seeking he 


have in a fashion that would resemble 


by showing compassion, generosity and 


ing truthful, honest 


g, helping othe 


howing patience, etc. This was F 


did. Practicing his guides ta th 
ic c example guides to the 


middle path, which 


Attribute Translation and Meaning 
Raheem The Most M 
The S ce of Peace, T F 5! ee fi 


A <u tkram ord of Majesty and nty (Generosity) 
A A The Light, One by whom everything is made 
Al Musawwir ne visible 
Al The Everlasting, Forever 
Al Ghoffar f As Sabor The Patient, One who has patience 


The Most Forbearing 


7 Concluding Commentary 


Al Lateef The Subtle, The Benevolent Compassionate of 5 and ‘ 
The Most Grae 
Al Khabi The Totally Aware, aware of everything And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Hirn 
Ash Shakoo The Appreciative, The Grateful, One wh 
gives manifold reward for good deed: Allah! There God save Him. He will gathe I to a Day of 
Al Kareer The Genero Resurrect 7 h there is no doubt. 
Al Mujeet The Responsive, Answerer of pray 4A Y 
Ai Hokeer The Wise 
Ash Shahee Th Knower of the visible and all oth ‘ophet Muhammad 4: Worship Allah os if you 
invisibl Hin ough y q indeed He sees you..." This advic 
Al Wake he Tru ry other deed of a pe has accepted Islan 
Al Waliyy cecting Friend, Pat f life. Since nothing is ever hidden from God, the believer 
AI Hayy ving tion to avoid everything (from ugh ee 
Nahid The One, The Unique, One w Fundamental to Islam is the belief in the ghaib invisible or 
ed unseen).’* God cannot be understood in terms of human knowledge 
h gence that’ a'r zable form must be able in ord 


for man to b 


image or His Po 
kind of im 


equivalent 
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and All-Mighty G agp deseeseser Chapter Three 


dustin’ ANGN tgvan es and previee Sora creed 
pesebletie ps celia Muhammad 
inka co af the Fire. They wil abide Introduction 
nee < G the Light which brings the t a3 singe Si 
Prophe at that e of Light 
Dae # f we a ar P y integrity, 
6 a ’ : alitie | ! hful and the trustworthy 
{ Makiah in A 
eeu 
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e 1 
Many years later, Abraha where he The Biblical Prophesies 
left them, and together with his son Ishmael (peace be upon them). Th ing of Prophet Muhammad = was foretold in previous 


they rebut the Ka"be tures. Below are a few verses from the Qur'an and passages fron 


taments which contain these prophesies. The 
An en Abraham and Ishmael were raising the fi ons of f the ‘ophesies and the recogniti: f their 
House, they prayed: Our Lord, Acc m us th You are indeed fulfilment will benefit those who sincerely and open-mindedly seek 
the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing the truth 


fis ced olan aware From the Qur'an 


submissive to You 


aid: O Children of Israel , | am the 


Our Lord, And "¢ eer” wh Messenger of Allah to you, confirming that which was revealed before me 
Your revelatio Script hi ings of a messenger who will come 
wisdom, ond shal ful, id’ Yet when he has come to them with 
Prophet Muhammad ® was the answer to that prayer of Prophet 

Abraham , He said Those who follow the messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor 
| was the seal of the prophets, in Allah’s knowledge, even when Ad write, whom they find described in the Torah and the Gospel which are 
was being kneaded from y. can inform you of its preludk with them. He will enjoin on the fh is right and forbid them that 
The prayer of Abraham, the glad tidings J ve of r he which is wrong. He will make lawful for them all good things and prohibit 

ich my moth 4 of me, Likewise, oll mothers of prophets ha for them only the foul; and he will relieve them of their burden and the 
of them fi hat they used to Then those who believe in him, and honour 

His « Name 
Muhammad means highly praised. Islamic Arabia, it was a O people of the Script enger h 

mmon name. This name w sen by his grandfather, Abd things plain 1 nessenger 

Muttalib. When asked why he had chosen such an unusual name f There came messenger of glad tidings nor any warner, Now 
to praise him in heaven and tof 7 th’ H to do all th ( Maidan 3) 

wa ¢ praised " Ar 

From the Old Testament 
The LORD thy God will raise : phet from the midst of 
8 5, KJV 2000) 
t Firdous L and, 1998 


and will put my words in hi 


| shall command bir (Deve y 18, v 


ind He « with te 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, n wgiver fi e 

feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the got f th P 

The stone which the builders refused is become th tone of 

corner. This is the LORD's vel ye 
From the New Testament 

And | will pray the Father, a hall give you anot u 

When the Counselor h " nd to you from the F 

the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Fath te 

Jew American Standard Bible: Si 


k. from himself; but whatever he 


will speak. He will declare to you things that are coming. He will glorify 
me, for he will take from what is mine, and will declare it to you. 

hn 16, verses 13-14) 

to repentance, but He wh ming 


se sandals | am not worthy to carry. He 


ever read in the scriptures, The stone 


l marvelous in our eyes? Therefore say | 
Selon bringing forth the fruits thereof. Aad whasoeve th 
tone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him 


Analysis and Comments on Biblical Prophesies 
in Light of the Qur’anic Verses and Hadith 


Although may be arguments to the trary ical 


interpretation of these Biblical prophesies leaves little doubt chat both 
pon them) foretold the coming of 
this is intended only as a brief discussion, 
the Bible wil addressed. The 
red to the book ies of the Prophet 
terms Paran, Spirit of truth, Shiloh and 


ains of Sustenance 


Christian Scriptures. The original words spoken by Moses and Jesus 
(peace be upon them) may never be known to us. The languag 


spoken by Jesus = and his followers was Aramaic. His words 


may have 
been written down but no authentic records exist. The first writings 


and were later translated 


of his sayings were in Greek and Heb 


from Greek into other languages. In contrast, the Qur'an, the actual 


Words of God, and the Hadith, the words by the last 


Messenger of God, were preserved in their Arabic original. To extract 
t in which the Qur'anic 


the exact meanings and understand the conte 


¢ Muhammad # said, one c 


verses were revealed or what Prop 


refer to the original text in Arabic. That is not possible for the Biblical 


passages as 
From the Qur'an, there is ample awareness that some of the 


ne can only refer back to non-Aramaic texts 


meanings or the emphasis of the original may be lost in translation 
Additionally, a translation often includes some bias of the translator 


ie., his/her understanding of the meaning of the original text as well as 


use of the vernacular of the language into which the 


iginal is being 
translated. The latter is frequently unavoidable, if an understandi 


the text is to be communicated. A second translation 


increases the unintended biases. 


For discussion of Biblical prophesies and 


rstanding 


implications, the following need some elaboration: the ge 


location of Paran, the place where Ishmael » grew up, and the identity 


of the Spirit of truth, Comfortor, Paraclete, Shiloh, or Counselor 


Background 


Prophet Abraham = is consic 


red the father of the Monotheistic 


Faiths, ie., of those who believe in One God (Jews, Christians and 


Muslims). Abraham = had two sons, the brothers Ishmael = (from his 
second wife Hagar) and Isaac = (from his first wife Sarah). Moses and 
Jesus (peace be upon them) were from the offspring of his second s 


Isaac . There was only one known prophet from the offspring of 
Ishmael =, the older son of Abraham =, and that was Prophet 
Muhammad 

Paran 


The true location of Paran is not known from the Biblical sources. 


although it is referred to as being in the region of the Sinai peninsula 
of the present day Egypt The Biblical texts refer to it as The 
Wilderness of Paran, Desert of Paran and Mount Paran. All three 


descriptions, taken separately or together, fit the geography of 
Makkah (Arabia) and its immediate surroundings. Additionally, Prophet 


Abraham's ® second wife Hagar and their son Ishmael = were 


cated to the wilderness of Paran, and that is where Ishmael = grew 


up: And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran; (Genesis 21. verse 21). 
From the Hadith, it is known that Ishmael © and Hagar were 
brought to the valley of Makkah.” Thus, both 


burce 


em to suggest 
Makkah, In addit 
the Bible and Hadith describe the spring from which Hagar and 


that Paran refers to the present day locat 


Qn, 


Ishmael (peace be upon them) got water. To,this date, that spring 
remains a source of water for pilgrims. It is called zamzom and is 
located near the Ka’ba, in Makkah. The hillocks Safa and Marwo, from 


where Hagar searched the surroundings for help, are also located 


close to the zomzam spring. Although it was remote from other 


human habitation (wilderness of Paran), this place was on a well 


established caravan route 


Paraclete, Comfortor, Counselor 
Ther 


meanings) which is said to have been used by Jesus ». One must bear 


is debate about the term poraclete (or its translated 
in mind that Jesus * spoke Palestinian Aramaic and not Greek, and the 


English translations of today’s Bibles refer back to the Greek original 


We will never know whether Jesus = used the Aramaic word with the 
meaning periklutos or parakletos and it is also immaterial, 
Periklutos is translated as meaning praised one, one who praises most, 


praiseworthy, admired one or glorified one. Parakletos is translated as 


meaning one who intercedes on someone's behalf, an advocate, counselor 


one called to help alongside, helper, one who consoles, or comfortor. In the 


various versions of the Bible it is translated as rtor (comforter), 


counselor, helper, monitor, encourager, instructor and advocate. 


Paraclete is used in the Douay-Rheims Bible 


Th 


Spirit of truth . 


When the Counselor has come, whom | dtoy as, aS asserte ome 
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, h ti bout veyed hereby are some of the 
¢ Muhamr Briefly, he 
he right to intercession for 
Spirit of truth, has ec t © (one who intercedes o 
iI not speak from himself: but ‘ r the poor, women 
leclare to you things that vocate). (Also see Chapter 12 
Rights) He was 
From these verses, it is evident h fers to the 
ame as the Spirit of truth y that Je wa y refe you, for t 
person other than himself, sor wh cl ft fe p cif ° Jb, ayat And We have only sent 
Understanding the Meaning of what Jesus « said 
Arguments over whether aid perih klet Analysis of the Biblical Prophesies 
essentially futile since e are over the m transla c 8, verse 15 st wil p unto thee a Propk 
(from Palestinian Aramai Greek) write wn many th t of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me;... and Deutronomy 
after it was spoken. What i ortant 7 8, verse 18 state || raise them up a Prophet from among their 
Interestingly, the me or to b fi th the at from the two sons of Abraham, Ishmae rac (peac 
If indeed Jesu: 4 the word periklut t Mose while verse 18 clearly refers to a f 
and life style (admired e). He 7 gage y fer the d { Ishmael Prophet 
ed 
that can y to Prophet Muhammad 4 will put my w 


J). Thos whom hi paigned were also destroy on and no human posse mortality in this life.” In other 
tah 2 hall fi powder). The latte words, his me and guidance would influence the conduct of th 
iotoa the Makin ‘and “oes worshipping jew b jorever, ic he Day of Judgement. This app! th 

ribes i ‘ fadinah c feat of P 2 teachings of Prophet Muhammad ® which were meant, by design 

Persiar F i yr 4 P. ’ Prophe epare th f f xt life (Hereafter) by inducin; 

‘i s of the trut righteou: f cond In thi 

following is a mentary f Pe jew 

particular nati those ch , The Q d Prophet Muhammad « testify about the 

peop ethood and virtues of Jesus and his mother Mary (pea po 

Pr jes int of Johi te has g e Scrip pointed me a P iH 

namely, comforter (0 2 ( Another such te re Q he refutation of the 

ue behalf), helper ( fixion of testify about me): They slew him not, nor 

re qua 1 of t 

the Q 7 het of God f hn 16, verse 14: He will glorify he ym what is mir 

128). And We have only y 2 h ssage to the people of hi v 

14 The C f ’ jesus, the son of Mary. The 

phrase wut th you for ever ‘ v © person 4 


First Divine Revelation and Prophethood 


The first revelatio ame to Muhammad when he was forty ye 
1a habit of s imself f ditation and 
a cave on the top of f Noor, a 
who asked hi ad. He responded by saying 
not kn to read. Gabriel » asked three f e 
eplied: | do not know how 1. T briel = recite 
Read! In the Name of your Lord v sted (al th 
He a was shaken by this unexpe , it 
Naufal.” Waraqa was a very literate individual who had k - 
Upon hearing the rv T t 2 
Ali ibn Abu Talib (his first ), i: and Zai h 
pleased with them), He conveyed the message to the Makkans aft 
The Hijrah 
\ 


rs of schiforny Prophet 
4 ch people of Yathrib 
0 th ity. The Prophet # entered Madinah on 
12 Rabi al Avwwal (2 July 622 CE). The Hijrah was the turning point in 
f Muslims. The original name of the city was Yathrit 
phet ved there, the city was renamed Modinat ur 
the Prophet. It is a led Madinah M a." Many 
a Madinah in the preceding years and 
as the re ese and the local Muslims (a 
helpers) welcomed het = to Madinah, 
The Madinah Years 


There w a ft y Qui k ; 
c ers. Most notable a B adr (16 
R “ wwal 3 AH, 
D 1 T began in thi 

h of Shaww a know he Battle 


f the Trer 


military engag ¢ ment 


had prepared a massive trench to f 


of Makkans, Aby: 


force comprisit sinian mercenari 


tribes (known as al Ahzoab, the Confederates) wh 
for about two weeks. The enemy withdrew, frustrat 
barrier of the trench and after being exposed v 


severe, easterly windstorm that lasted for three day 


ed in the month of Dhul Qa'dah 6 AH 


was si 


Hudaibiya 


Conflicts provoked by Jewish Tribes 


A formal treaty with Jewish tribes of Madinah (Bi 


Quraizah, Banu Qainuga) assur m equal right 
freedom to practice their faith. Their initial perce 
Prophet # was that he inclined towards Judaism, Thi 
have been reinforced by the fact that during prayer the 


in the direction of Jerusalem for the first sixteen 


after the Prophet's ® move to Madinah, This change 


when Muslims were ¢ 


Makkah (Surah 2, Al Bagarah, ayat 144) 


The Banu Nadir violated terms of the peace treaty 


ed upon the arrival of the Prophet # in Madi 


to peacefully mend ¢ aty violations, they treach. 
to assassinate him, They were besieg their fort 
and after their surrender, they w xiled but we 
ake their movable property 

During the Battle of the Trench, the Banu Q 
the terms of their treaty with th lims and 
In addi they attacked th a 

Kathir. Al Sira al Ni fe of th 


ned. The Musli 


Madinat 


safe location in Madinah 


otection from 


invading Quraish. 
d after a brief siege (5 AH, 627 C 


urrender 


The final and the Jewish tribe: 
Muslims occurred at Khaibar (7 AH, 628 CE). After their defeat, their 
4 by Prophet Muhammad # and a ne 


sive confrontation be 


and 


plea for mercy were ac 


peace agreement wa: 


Liberation of Makkah 


This marked the beginning of ¢ 


end of the pagan era in Arabia 
d by the large number of Muslims, 
8 AH (630 CE) 


Makkah's defenders, overwhelm 


surrendered without a fight in the month of Ram 


Prophet Muhamm 


lared general amnesty, excepting those 


convicted for criminal offenses. This amnesty included those who had 


bitterly persecuted and physically tormented Muslims while 


resided in Makkah. There was no ret geance. Th 


magnanimous act of forgiveness for even the most f enemie 
exemplifies the character of Prophet Muhammad #, something that 
annot be found elsewhere in the annals of history. It is conduct that 
elieving Muslims strive to emulate 
Makkah, clearing the Ka’ba of the 360 idols was a moment of 
ignificance. It ed the Sanctuary to its original status, for the 


4 of the universe. While the id 


the following verse from 


the Qur'an: ..Truth h Pr nd falsehood has vanished away. Fo 


His « Death 


et Muhammad ed the last Haj in 10 AH (632 CE). 


This is also known as the grimage. He had sensed the 
pproaching end of his life. At dr the multitude of 
pilgrims e gathere from that sermon are 


Return the got ust es their ri * All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to 
Remember that you will indeed meet y that Hi those to others again; and may the last ones underst 
- * Be my wit O Allah, that | have conveyed your mes 
4 : 4 After addre the pilgrims, he « re 4 the following 
* Beware of Satan, for the safety of r This day are those who disbelieve in despair of ever harmi 
+ 0 People, itis tru you have cer F ead y le Islom , . 
* And it is you thot t " y His « Character and Conduct 
daily rs, fi uv y b: Ititude of vid ai i in 
. kat. Perfor rf e j ar bah ikrom) and informat 
1 non-Arab no nas any A his phy mann a eech, life style and t 
‘ * ‘ M Brenhatl Miike was of perf alanced t 


nd my word 


red your 


conflict.” If ad of getting angry, h 
pray for them: My Lord, forgive therr Lo w my pe 
path for they know not what they do.” He smiled a ever 
never used foul or abusive langu: itici: ver 
angered him and no pr ke P 
captivated those around hin 
He # desired nc 4d lived as an equal alth 
Head of State. He avoided placing him: 
athering that it was ently difficult 
His speech was clear and concise and easily c 
ve or belittling of anybody y 
very simple life and had no inclination f r 
were simple and frequently a meal or two | e 
of the lack of food in He helped with the 
chores. He loved ¢ e poo 
A lot of his time was spent in devotion. Whe 
much time in devotion, Prophet Mut dm re 
vant of God, was display his act 
4 with de veren ar of th 
and observing th ts of of Poy th 
while his neighbour go gry.” Importantly, he p c 
a His exemplary character and \e 
‘ r 
aacit T 
fina R ‘ 
4 


He le 


en seek to emulate. Th als 


His « Family Lif 
Prophet Muhammad ad all together twelve wives. Ten of ther 
n periods of as that was the only food in the 


eded, accom d hit vided support for the 
troops and nursed inded. ved and revered by 
all Mi as the Mothers of the Believers (may God be pleased with 
Khadeeja bint Khuwaylid, Saudah bint Zam‘at 
A’isha Siddiqa bint Abu Bakr, Hafsah bint Umar ibn al Khattat 

zaymah, Umm Salama Hind bint Abi Umayya, 


for In some cases, th ticism tt 
4. The at the t f the criti i 
ai to A’isha f are di ow additional 


Polygamy in Historical Context all hi 
Polygamy was not an Islamic or Muslim innovation may bi 
perce esult of the wi ¢ ney-five yeart 
past amat Ist ygamy was very ; f ; 
Solomon (peace 4 wiv w vote 
eported to have ed wive Book t King r death, All other 
Chapte er a 4 seve and sixty yea 
Historically, ages wer nf gst rule 
and nobles and often served litical That pract Reasons for the Prophet's = multiple Marriages 
friendship an tionst d treaties. | : icc haeiian rnclidnia irae cep ecice aate 
won re often considerec mmodit y rdinary mortal like the Messenger of God, Not only wa 
was practiced litical and y phy ‘ ite otis career living 
Islamic perspective on polygamy is different a eworthy that aartgatoat ea a ci not Caer dew’ glist harabira 
Islam restored dignity rights to womer c ae he did hada very fic purpose tside the gra: 
Chapter 7, Marriage an 7 ny f P latin mi hundred: f pai f eyes watch 
The Prophet's = Marriages = 2 sia cele maple of é 
tt essary to ex the ci a 2 : 
practiced worldwi hough only a few fficially pe 
peutic eat ot Ge bite : Personal 
low! lygamy (ie. polygyny) and a! P rougl phe trees ae r . oe 
for a family and t His fir r I ja = falls in thi 
converting the cus fr f f tegory 
Ithough he was Head of lim State, Prophet Muhar 
led oa ite! leven’ Se eet : Mission Related 
Bisa iuohies Sores v: eff ate aes As a Prophet of God w ie veral women for r n: 
sion. H 7 ted anc 
hy wit he F b kept y ar . 
frequently hom di e nt a tc ours Mint " ces bg i 


in 


Transmission of Prophe 
During those times, the n 


information was by word 


commit to memory the Proph 
convey such information to futur 
have corroborating narration 


information on this topic, see 


tions) in Chapter 1, Islam, 


Prophet Muhammad # was perhaps the only prophet who did not 


have much privacy. Details, incl poken wor 


public and private life are meticulously preserved in the Hadith. Hi 


fe's example is a manual for the conduct of all affairs, public and 
personal, for all Muslims. Much of this information be 
preserved by the keen and observant wives and other companio’ 
The contributions to the Hadith pertaining to his personal life could 
not have come from any other source but his wives. Over 3,000 
Hadith are attributed to his wives alone 
For Sealing Relationships 

Four of the Prophet's mmpanions (the first fou 
Khalifahs) were related to him th marriage: Abu Bakr # was the 
father of his wife A’isha ©, Umar ibn al Khattab # was the father of his 
wife Hafsah ©, Uthman bin Affan ® was married t f 


daughters, Ruqayyah © and Umm Kulthum = (in succession), and 


ibn Abu Talib ® was married to his youngest daughter 


marriage to Juwayriah bint al Harith brought an end to the F 
relationship with the Banu Mustaliq. Saflyya bint Huyay ibn Akhtab was 


the di 1 Nadir 


hief of 


ghter of t 


Practical Role Mode 


Prophet Muhammad pr del for all times with 

respect to behavior towards 5 eneral. Hence. 

his private lif at importance to women. His conduct towards 

' the best example that can be found for how men should 

u pouses. This applies to all men, not only Muslim men. He 
ni MM. Studies in Early Hadith Literature. American Trust P 


you are those who behave best 


Marriage to Aisha 


rophet Mu 


hammad's # marriage to A’isha # has been criticizec 
d 


marriage. This of 


the ill-informs 


sumption that she was a minor at the t 


inion is partly ba: 


ed on a narration from Urwah. 
d by 


place her age 


Not only is it mathematically incorr 


t, but it is also 


statements made by A’isha © herself (see below). Other 


at sever years at the time of nikah and nineteen years at the time 


of the marriage.” Needless to say, birth records are not available and 
th 


only information which provides a means for calculating A’isha 


hronological age are narrations and historical ever 


There is historical evidence, that in 


girls were cons women as soon as they began to menstruate 
and were given in marriage at that age. That was customary for all the 


dwellers of Arabia: pagans, Christians, Jews, and others alike. Well 


before her nikah (betrothal) to Prophet Muhammad #, A’isha # had 


been engaged to a non-Muslim man, indicating that she had already 


reached p 


y local customs, she was considered a woman 


and of marriageable age. Thi 


upported by other recorded 


historical events which are ribed below. Additionally, the marriage 


was by consent 


Determination of A’isha’s * Chronological Age 

A sequence of events must be taken into account when attempting 
to determine A’isha’s « chronological age at the time of her marriage 
Dates of some early (before the Hijrah) important events were based 
on dar. The latter had several problems as the pre 
Islamic n around the mor and 4 


intercalation. Therefore, nths/year 


with th 
from 
syster 


Taubah 


nose of the Julia 
verlapping years, the 
y according to the 
was abolished foll 


ayaat 36-37) and 


during the Last Pilgrimage in 10 AH. 


* Khadeeja @, the Prop 
* Aisha’s © nikah too! 
death,” in the mont 
between six and s¢ 
in 622 CE 
Impressions from her ear 
was born well before Muha 
40 AF (610 CE). She said: Ih 
Fre foregoing, at the 
ixteen y f age. The 
ighteen months after the Hil 
he around eighteen ye 
The Trar M 
T ‘ ’ 
The Translatk Je Meari 


Of Abu Bakr’s # fo 
Islam, A’isha © was 


ten years her sé 


Alisha @ was born in 36 AF 


The Wisdom of Marriage to A’isha 


Alisha © came from a family known for 


learning and 
amounts of ledge. Her father, Abu Bakr #, was a 
information on tribal ancestries and 
bilities and during the nine years she liv 
mmbibed and preserved a vast amount 
about Islam which would have otherwise been u 
tated that she was the most wledgeable pe 
ce and a significant number of legal rulir 
responsible for the transmission of over two thousand Hadid 
i for forty-seven yea the death of 
Muhammad «. During these latter years, she taught Islam t 
innumerable number of individuals eager to learn from the 
had bee ht by cl teacher his if, te., the Prophet 
nsidered one of the most eminent Islamic scholars and 
extremely hi mm by all Musi 
Marriage to Zaynab bint Jah’sh 
The Mar to Zaynab t jah is dis sed in ¢ 
Marriage to Mariyah al Qibtiyah 
she a slave, concut 1 wife? Mar ‘ 
npt t ; haracter of Prophet Muham 
ng that she a ubine jot surprising 
at believe and accept that Prophe and Solomor 
pon them) had ubines, ie., were adulterous. Islam 
accusat utright. They were p indi : 
mad #, are both : and basele 
h (Maria) = was a Coptic Ch v 


son about 


very few person 
y few person: 


Prophet 
s held in 
hapter 8 
4 by some 
rad = by 
for such 
, f 
wned by 
h fi 


(sahabah), Mariyah 
accepted Islam before 
her 


His « Mission 


In the Qur'an, Py ammad describe arm 
the worlds, not just for Muslims or mankind: (O Muhammad)! We hav 
only sent you as amercy for the world: matal lil alame His 


mission was that of delivering and the Message of 
Almighty God. It is summarized in what he said during the Farewe 
Sermon. The salient points are : Dw 

* Belief in One God and adherence to the tenets of Isla 

* Shari'ah: laws, social and moral codes for individuals and 


ciety 


* Rules of justice, honesty, fairness and equality 


Belief in One God and adherence to the tenets of Islam 
The belief in One God is known as Tau 


and He is the only One worthy of wi 


naterial) should be worshipped besides Him 


Capable. He is unseen and there ca 


His Image because nothing known to rm 


However, His Attributes provide an i 


additional discussion on this topic see Ta 
Chapter 2, Allah 

The believer tene 
God's omniprese 
full of sincerity and conviction, He/st 
prayers, fast during the nth of Rai 

erform Haj (if it cai aff Furthe 
trive to seek God's pleasure through acts of wors 
ind steer clear of the prohibited and everything 


Shari’ah: laws, social and moral codes for individuals and 
society 


Prophet Muhammad « said: | le 


d me two 


you follow these you will neve 


wr sources: the Qur'an, the Sunnah 


ma (consensus of the Companior 


scholars), and {juhoad which is the 
personal judgement of Muslim scholars derived in conformity with the 


Qur'an and Sunnah. Shari'ah is discussed in more detail in Chapter 4 


Islamic Law, Shari'ah and F 


Shari'ah guides every life, provides moral codes 
and a system racial or ethnic profiling and 
acts of vengeance ani for all. Superiority of one 

fividual over a nly by virtue of piety and excellence of 


haracter 
instills the consciousness of Ge r, one day yor 
wil re Allah and answe Jo not stray 
fror f righteousness after | am gone. This consciousness of 
account the believer from acting unjustly or 
rr rights of others 
The Islamic Shari'ah requires removal of social barriers (Know 
that every Muslin brother to anoth uslim and that the Muslirr 
titute one b hood) and inspires domestic harmony (Treat your 
well ond be kind to them for they ore your partners and committed 
and with His permissi ey abide by your right, the 
them belongs the right to be fec 1ed in kindness) 
With respect to spousal relationships, there is a threefold me 
ken th your wiv nder Allah ind in kindness, The 
phrase clearly define y wable physical-sexual relationshig 
emphasizes that the marriage tract i lemn pled; trust 


Rules of justice, honesty, fairness and equality 


Living Islam 


Miracles of Prophet Muhammad 


Introduction 


Chapter Four 


Islamic Law 
Shari‘ah and Figh 


the main stream, the right path or road. incorrectly 
translated as meaning Islamic Law. While t es inc 
rules and regulations that every ust w in da 
implications quite far-reach is a guide for virtually all aspect 
f living and includes both spiritual and worldly matters. dicate 
by its meaning, it d Musli ust travel to achieve the 
al, ie., the complete submission to God 
Secular Laws and the Shari’ah 
Secular laws are rem of 1 na 
enacted and enforced by government c mainly 
the external a f human behav e ex \e 
are devoid of guide for ethical or moral re ility 
acieties, laws that addressed moral behav easingly be 
ignored or overturned by judi dies. F cing a law 
tizen in compliance wit ar laws i essaril 
with being ethical or of good moral sta 
Shari'a the other hand law of ¢ ind has as its b 
high moral and ethical standards. It add ch th ra 
external aspects of a pe behavior, ir i ya 
ety, Its objective is to promote general d people 
‘ociety by establishing which sod and ethical a 
everything bad, evil and immoral. Sha 7 hat the individ 
ources of evil. Only ness (individual a tive y 
or nation) Is compatible with Shari'ah. Any behavior that doe 
not qualify bei ”, ie, t 5 fa thful 
dishonest, immoral, et atibl hari'at 
Enforceability of the Shari’ah 
diffe aning c a 4 w referring t 


authority as there may 


snscience and intentions, unspoken 
ted but uncommitted actions. Only 
imits set by God are subject to 
ts that may have contemplated an 
i lity ther evil, since a thought or intention may never be 
Compliance with the Shari'ah is voluntary and is guided by an 
displeasure, and consciousness of the accountability both in this life 
and after death. God requires that His be followed and that the 
through acts of goodne to be fearful of His displeasure and 
wrath which may be incurred b the prescribed path 
The consequences for all deed ent or forgiveness) 
determined and dispensed by Gi rity for retribution 
f misdeeds agair w ns have been releg iN part 
Compliar quires th tended Shari'ah objectives be 
established. This is achieved by following the Sunnah of Prophe 
honesty y rity rene uthf mpassic 
hizaab, aya 
Fiqh and Shari’al 
The literal meaning of ad . . B 


another definition, it is 


ind in the Qur'an and Sunnah, ie., th u 


Thus, Figh is the knowledg 


Fiqh; it Is also: subject to sor onal diff 
learned scholars (fugaha). Imam Abu Hanifa #, a re 
scholar [80-150 AH (689-759 CE)] defined it as 
his rights and duties. Other jurist a 
that the former constitutes the law, while the latter 
f that law, the jurisprudence. Shari'ah and Figh 
matters which guide th vidual to the st 
distinguish between right and wrong in every aspe 
The Purpose of Shari’ah 
The purpose of the Shari'ah is to protect and p 
essentials listed below, Each ( these (s intimate 
other 
+ Faith/religion (deen) 
* Life (nafs) 
* The family (na 
* The intellect (‘aq 
* Property (moo 
tof H 
community and ya 
The protection of deen exter qi 


Figh 


Protection of human life (nafs) 
Th stablished by Shari'ah 


life is and in thi 
»-Muslirr 
includes all other living 

der Muslim Rule and 


4 Other's Right 


espect, no distinction is made between a Muslim and n 


urthermore, the Shari’at 


Protection of family (nas!) 
This 


al concepts of human rights, justice and 


fairness in Fs, maintaining the integrity of the family 


and respect corded to spouses and children. 


Protection of intellect (‘aq!) 


Intellect may be understood as being the ability to reason and 
understand. Unlike other creations, humans and Jinn higher 
intellectual ability. They can choose what they wish and are 
therefore held responsible for their actions. Consequently. things that 


the ability of the to rational thinking and reasoning are 
prohibited, ie, mind-altering substances such as alcohol and othe 
recreational drugs. This is not simply a ritualistic prohibit the 
Quran, it is acknowledged that there ar potential benefits ir 


alcohol but es outweigh the good, therefore, it is prohibite 


They ask yi 7 d) about kha ntox ng drink) and 
Protection of property (maal) 
Nealth is a major se of t (inte sonal, societal d 
trict jes t atect wealti id 


The Goals of Shari’ah 


The goals of Shari'ah are to establish the f 


tice and equality in the « (ad and gist 
ghts and obligations for individuals and society (huqoog) 
* The practice of consultation (shur 
* Focus on general public interest (masalih) 
* Achievement of success a in this life and the 
He 
Shari'ah Is a course set by God. In order t y the ru 
Islam, one has to live in accordance with th ah. Complia 
with the rules of Shari'ah requires the intended goals t 
established. In other words, it is a complete and he 
package encompassing all aspects of conduct and include . 
thoughts and intentions. Th accept a mply, follow 
path to success, both in this life and the Hereafte 
The verse quoted at the beginning of this chapter f c 
(justice) and ihsan (compassion), These must be, without except 
towards all of creation. The litmus test e's actions. If either 
these two elements is missing in th fone'ss F 
behavior cannot be in accordance with Shari’ah and a 
that action is necessary, with readjustment of : 
Development of the Shari’ah 
During the lifetime of Prophet Mi ad ance w: 
vided by the revelation of verses of the Qur'an, often pertaining t 
These sources ai : fi 


Sources for the Shari’ah 
There a 


r sources from which the Shari'ah is derived 


* The Qur'an (the Words of God) 
* The Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad 


* |jma’ of the companion 


f the Prophet # and 


also the consensus of Muslim Scholars 


ent of Muslim scholars derived in 


formity with the Qur'an and Sunnah 


an, as the primary and most important source for the 
Shari'ah, provides both general and specific guidelines and directive 
Its main emphasis is on faith and moral conduct, both for the individual 
d society as a whole v eneral principles, rules and 
regulations that are essential for a community based on Islam. I 
addition, there pecific prohibition of certain a uch a 
g. alcohol consumption, murder, and extramarital relationships 
There are also succinct rules of inheritance, of reciprocity, conflict 
resolution and those governing prisoners, oaths and treaties, etc 
het Muhammad « delivered the message of Islam under Divint 
He spe y moment of f pired life in guiding 
and leading those who believed and followed his message 
importantly, he taught by example, living by God's guidance in 
atever he did or said. Hi teachings and action stite 
ah, the second source for the i'ah. 
The authority of the S is unequivocally established in 
Qur'an. It elaborat on the rulings in the Qur'an, providin 
guidance on rs not explicit in the Qu 
Jed ii ks of Hadith. F itional informat , 
dith see Chapte arr 


and if y a dispute concerning any matter, refer it to Allah and 
the mes: 4a that ot directly 
cust f the new 
abstain from it 59, Al Hash, ayat 7) 
is wrong. He will make lawful for t I good thing prohibit fi Punishments prescribed by Shari’ah 
hem only the foul ‘ ‘ Much has be fabulated t the punishments prescribed 
der Sh Each criminal a and its prescribed punishment 
He who obeys the m 1, obeys Allah t be viewed in the conte he severity of the offense and it 
‘ 8 flect he vict e victim's family, and the society. Of 
fundamental im the proof of guilt. Eyewitnesses are 
lima’ (Opinion by < required for conviction unle offende ts to the crim 
The unanimous opini t ns ( f Prophe voluntarily, without dure ture. The latter is strictly prohibite 
Muhammad «and Muslirr ars, in understanding, interpreting, and Also unacceptable are methods that extrapolate guilt by association o 
applying any point of law not specific the Qur'an and any other method of legalistic deducti 
forms the third source for the Sha The | bound by Other points of « ation are the nature rime: was it 
mits set by the Qur'an and Sunnah. It provide portant terial or moral dividual ety. Deviation from th 
problems. It also permits reevaluation of earli t ; f t hment under Shar t vidual seek 
f the existing world and I situation rf the Musli ciety. Cri 
ljtihaad (Personal Reasoning f h for th ‘ fiense and to serv : 
F P sstme ed up nad (personal ning) ‘ 7 
by the Prop himself. After his death, the Khalif Py esdbacancer val ener 
bah established the prin: 0’ and tina elied 


t. Howeve 


jeties where many ethical and moral crime 
receive only insignificant punishment 
Ha criminal escapes punishment fe, be 
political influence or flaws in the judi te 
surely awaits hinvher on the Day of Reckoning 
God. No one will escape the final accountabilic 
and the punishment in this worldly life may be only a fi 
may await the criminal in the next, the eternal life 
For the victim of a crime, forgiver y 
encouraged. Yet, retribution or compensation is p 
who are not able to forgive. The follow 
point. For a person convicted for murder after 
accused admits, without coercion, to havin 
the heirs of the victim are afforded three options ur 
* Ask for the death penalty 
+ Receive compensation for the ually f 
* Forgive the murderer, ie., no punishme 
ase, the judge retains th rence 


The 


munity 


ial benefit 
punishment 
ment for ad 
narsh in today 


ated with lite 


ight 


losing a hand, and in practice, very few in eet this fate. In 


cieties where such laws are implemented, there is virtually no theft 


adultery is considered a serious crime. In 


become socially accepted behavior. Adult 


many individuals and corrupts the moral fabric of 


ety. Consequently, the punishment for adultery is also severe 


Adaptation of the Shari’ah to changing 
situations 
Islam, being the final message from God, is good for all times and all 


geographic locati Thus, to be able to guide all generations, the 


Shari'ah has icable in every place and at all times. Unlike the 


ap 


uninformed representations of some individuals, the Shari'ah is not a 


¢ In of antiquated laws. It iving law which has the inherent 


ability to adapt to every given situation. 


Of the fo urces that constitute the Shari'ah, the first two (the 


Qur'an and the Sunnah) are unalterable. The re 


vide the vehicle for the adaptability of Shari'ah t ° 
insight into the workings of the h and its ability to adapt may be 
Concluding Commentary 

5, Al Maidah, ayat 4 


Chapter Five 


Isra’ and Miraj, 
Jerusalem 


Introduction 


The Isra’ and Miraj 


In the following is a description of the Isra’ and Miraj, abbreviated 


This event was concluded within the course of several hour 


Pro 


* Muhammad # had never be 


from several Hadith 


Night Journey. As expected, tho wubting the event q h re : 
about the city. His succinct answers w e The t + Al Buraq’ was brought to Prophet Muhammad # and he set 
said: When the people did not believe me {up with the angel Gabriel =. The first leg of the journey took 
ind Allah displayed Jerusalem in front of me and | began de g itn them from Makkah to the Masjid al Aqsa in Jerusalem. Here, 
them while | was looking at it he led an assembly of earlie ets in a congregational 
“Some writers suggest that the Isra’ and Mir at y prayer. Subsequently, acc nied by Gabriel «, he ascended 
experience.’ For those who b that Moses # parted the sea f to the different levels of heaven 
his followe urst J that Je * In the nearest heaven, he met Adam ©. In the second heaven 
the dead and 4 the blind and the leper, there is litt ‘ e met Isa ® (Jesus) and Yahya * (John). In the third heaven, 
‘© believe that the Night Journey and Heavenly V 0 of Prophe et Yusuf (Joseph), in the fourth he met Idris (Enoch), in 
Muhammad ® we ysical experienc e they were facilitated the fifth he met Haroon (Aaron), in the sixth he met Musa 
the exact same Almig 4 es) and in the seventh heaven he met Ibrahim (Abraham) 
nt a “story” nor did Prophet Muhammad (may peace be upon them alll) 
f Moaad and cher Prophar eidanc * He was shown Al Bait al Ma'mur (The Sacred House of God) 
th next section), that Prophet M: ante e each day prayers are performed by a fresh batch of 
: vice based upon the experience venty thousand angels. Then, he hown Sidrat ul 
follower Muntaha. This is a tree in the th heaven (the Lote Tree of 
he utmost boundary) and at its root originated four rivers: twi 
were hidden, while the other tw 
formed him that the and 
the visible rive 
6, page 14 the container with milk n, Gabrie Jhim t 
Ke sa 4 his choice represented th f tra lam) 
poral he ly , he and his Ummah (ie., Muslims) were followin, 
‘ X ' * le was he ved the injunction for fifty prayer 
The Traf { Sahih Al-Bukhari. MM Kh F 


What h 


who inqui 


about the fifty praye 


return to your Lord and request Him (to reduce the num 
prayers)... as it would be too diffi 

comply. Prophet ® returned f 
daily prayers was reduced to fi d each good deed would 
be credited as if it were ten good deed 


The Significance of Isra’ and Miraj 


This event took place at a time of great difficulty fi ph 
and the Muslims as persecut kan pagans w 
served assure him of th f his mis: Prop 
of God and bestow courage pon the M In additio 
it put to test the faith of t This event is me 
two surahs of the Qur'an, Al Isra’ (Surah 17) and An Najm (Surah 53 
Each stage of this event has a part 

* Journey from Makkah to Jerusaler d 

* The congregational prayer of all p ds, 

al Masjid al Aqsa 

* Ascent to the celestial regions, meeting earlier prophet 

and receiv unction for the daily prayers (salat) 

* Disclosure (sen ve quoted 


rney from Makkah t 


rel it also symbolizes the universality of Prop hammad 
rm 2, in dist to the eth ral or temporally limit 
The congregational prayer of all prophets at al Masjid al Aq: 

In Jerusalem, Prophet Muhammad # prayed 2 

leading a congregation of earlier prophe s 


prior messag der 


e One Almighty God 


Sanctuary, which includes the Al Aqsa Mosque and the 


years before the Hijrah to Madinah and for 
eafter. The Al Aqsa Mosque is as sacrec 


het’s Mosque in Madinah, 


hand the Pr 


injunction for prayers (salat) 


During the Heavenly Visitation (Miraj), the daily prayers (salat) were 
prescribed. All other directive Zakat, Haj, etc) were 
ribed on earth. That the re prescribed in heaven 
erves to underline their immense importance in Islam. The 
cribed daily prayers are recognize 3 Divine gift to all Musli 
which enables them to connect with and worship Almighty God in a 
regular fashion. It also symbol piritual ascension to heaven for 
Prog was shown A (The Sacred 
yf ou a « 1). The es of Paradise 
e of the choice between wine and w ‘ 
¢ Prophe explained in the Hadith. Milk. symbolize 
true faith (al fitrah). His sele f milk: indicated that dance 
F liowers (Ummah) to the true faith.’ The selection of 
wine meant that his followers would have been r 


Physical or Spiritual Journey 


The Isra’ and Miraj were a miracle, like the mirac previous 
prophets piritual journey cannot t truec ing 
racle. This event is very extraordinary and it is ment i 


surahs, Al Isra’ and An Na 


Each word in the Qur'an is pi 


tates: Glory be to Him Who carried His servant 


words which indicate the physica 


servant. Here, the meaning and implication o! 
as being a physical phenomenon does not 
The Arabic word for servant 


a who 


Ver 


person and includes both body and 


¢ 60 of the same surah (AI Isr 


We have shown you now (ru'yaHlatee) and also t 


in the Qur’an as a trial for mankind. 


of physically seeing with the eyes and does 
dream,” That this was a physical event and n 
journey, is reiterated in the commentary on t 
The hich God's Prophet was show 
was taken to Bait (lerusalem) we 


In the Presence of God 
Prophet Muhammad was 


House) but he did not see G 


s committing @ great fault, for he only saw 
ine shope in which he was created, covering the whok 
did not s od, Prophet M was s 

several remark including glimpses nd Hell: For 

truly he did see of th of his Lord (Surah $3, An Najm, ayat 18 

Jerusalem (Al Quds)” 

A portion of the old city of Jerusalem is one of the three most 
sacred places for Muslims. The other two localities that were blessed 


by God are Makkah and Madinah, Jerusalem is important to Muslims 


stly, it was blessed and designated a masjid by 


The Far Distant Place of Worship whose 


ed, (Surah 17, Al Isr, ayat 1)). Secondly, this wa: 


it was the site for the Miraj, ie., the 


ension to the heavens during the Night Journey. Additionally, it wa 
the place where Prophet Muhammad prayed, leading the 


in Makkah (al Masjid al Haram) was first plac 


d, nam eM a." Madinah is the 
re Divine Blessings. Madinah is or 
(Antichrist) will not be able to enter.” Se 

a discussion on the Dajj 
sanctuaries is very dear to all Muslims. A prayer (salat) 
made in any one of these sanctuaries carries a several hundred-fold 
greater benefit than in any other place. Prophet Muhammad « said: Di 


mosque in Madinah), and al Masjid n Jerus 
The Name Al Quds 

Al Quds is the most commonly used Islamic r 
means purified, blessed, sacred, holy." This des 


bestowed centuries before Prophet Abraham 


Other names are al Bayt Magqdis which mear 
and al Bayt af Muqaddas which means a purified 
polytheism.” These latter name refers to Jerusale 
areas, namely, the region that is Palestine. It i 
Mugaddasa, meaning The Sacred or Holy Land 
and other adjacent regions, possibly gior 
rivers Nile and Euphrates 
The First Qibla 

The qibla is the direction t hM 
(solar), Initially, Muslims faced t 

iggested that by turning towards 

symbolically reaching out toward the Jewish a 
were committed to worshipping, and turn 

no "Jewish God. The 
all that exis Lord of the 
were simply obeying f th: 
., to face in the dire when p 
yinbolism wa J 
while Gi and 
f the Islamic fait 

The switch in the tion of prayer, to fa 


ason for it was a Commandment from God: 


fe appointed the gibla which you formerly observed only that 


n who follows the me 


We might know hi wv ‘enger, from him who turns on 


oe etey his heels. In truth, it was a hard test except for those whom Allah guided 
ie ae Surely, We make you turn (in prayer) toward a qibla which is dear 
Speen to you. So turn your face toward the Masjid al Haram (Ka'ba in Makkah), 
red or Holy Hous you O" Muslims, wherever you may be, turn your faces (when you 
red place, free fi pray) Those who have received the Scripture know that (this 
and the adlacent Revelation) is the Truth from their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what 
w I Ard they do. (Surah 2, Al Bagarah, aynat 143-144) 
fers to Palestine 
1 lies between the There was a sizable Jewish population in Madinah. The scholarly 
amongst them recognized that Muhammad ® was the promised 
messenger [Those who have received the Scripture know that (this 
Revelation) is the Truth from their Lord]. The directive to change the 
face during praye direction of worship from Jerusalem to Makkah weeded out those 
Some write whose pretended to be following Islam 
w The foolish amongst the people will soy: What has turned them from the 
ir bock on the they formerly observed? Say: To Alloh belong the East ond the 
Islamic belief, there West. He guides whom He will onto o straight path 


(Surah 2, Al Bagarah, ayat 14 


ds. The Mi 
ne and Only God 
g, Here nly Brief Overview of the Pertinent History of 
e spe direction Jerusalem 
{ represents unity + After the Great Flood, the region was inhabited by the 
of Noah * who are also known as Canaanites 
Maklah ir Jebus (Jerusalem) were called Jebu: 
was i + 1800 BC Prophet Abraham = migrated to this 
R to le have blessed for all peop 
f 7 * Around 1184 BC, the Israe invaded the Land of Cana 
me * 1000 BC or there ts, (Bt s after Prophet Abraham 
srated to the region), King David (Prophet Dawud =) 


960-927 BC, the reign of Solomor 


aptured Jerusalem 


after which their kingdom disintegrated.” Following 
Revelation from God,” Solomon ad a place built for the 
worship of God (a masjid, also known as the Temple of 
sjid, te built by 

Solomon = was de 
516/515 BC, the place masjid, temple) was rebuilt 
63 CE, it wa troye and w eve built 
620 CE, Isra’ and Mira M ‘ 
631 CE (9 AH), a delegat # Christian Arab: > of 
adjacent regions, vi sphe Madinah and 
embraced Islam. They returned home to Palestine ablish 
the first Muslim community 
637 CE (16 AH), Jerusalem came under M rule after th 
signing of the Surrender Treaty (al ‘Uh Jr 
637 CE (16 AH), Umar ibn Kh had a mosque 
constructed at the south side of th wary is the 
Aqsa Mosque. Thi i iding w. woods tructure 
Construction of a rt was started by the 
Khalifah Abd al Malik ibn Marwan and wa: e 705 
CE (86 AH) 
685 CE (66 AH) tructior e Dome of the Rock 
Mosque was cor Malik ib 

arwan. It was cor AH). The Dom 
pletely destroyed ove go, has not been f 

! f salam, ¢ 2 

rm 7 " 


extensive search and e: 


avation. In 637 CE (16 AH), upor 


der Tr 


of the conditions of 


aty (al ‘Uhda al 


the inhabitants of Jerusalem formally transferred all politica 


> the Muslim rulers.” From chat time onward, with relatively 


brief periods o 


ontrol by the Crusaders, Muslims had ruled 


Jerusalem and surrounding regions for over thirt 


een centuries 


The Muslim Sanctuaries of Jerusalem (A! Quds) 
In the following is a brief description and discussion of the 


ance 


ch of the main structures. For additional i 
jousness. A 
textual survey of the Muslim claims and rights to the Sacred City by 


Dr. Hatem Bazian (see footnote 27) 


the reader is referred to: Jerusalem in Islamic Cor 


Al Masjid al Aqsa (The For Distant Place of Worsh 
Al Masjid al A 


sa refers to the entire Sanctuary, inclusive of all its 


buildings and othe yctures. This is an approximately 35.5 acr 
re plateau in the heart of old Jerusalem (Al Quds). It is als 
know as al Har'am al Sharif which means The Noble Sanctuary. Al Aqsa 


distant. The literal meaning of m is a ploce of worship, a 


place for sajdah (prostration during prayer). The term mayjid is generic 


for a place of worship and does not specify a particular structure but is 


commonly used for a mosq 


This place was given the designation of a place for worship, al Masjid 
by God.” After the Sacre que in Makkah, this was the 
place on earth to be design: a masjid, for the nip of 

One God of the universe. Ac that time, there was no man: 
structed structure known to be in existence Sacred Mosque 

in Makkah had been designated a place of worship forty ye arlier 
39. ISBN 1-4276-0619-6 


Thus, Makkah and Al Quds (Je 


Sacred 


nctuaries, well before the 
that region. The designation al Masjid (The Far Distant Pla 
Worship) distinguishes it from the first and the most important H 

of Worship built on earth, namely, the Ka’ba in Makkah 

Together with al Masjid al A entire region b pecial 
eligious status (..whose surrounding ve blessed,..).” It is called 


Bayt al Maqdis (The Sacred or Holy House) and 


(The Sacred or Holy Land) and its sanctity was reconfirmed by ¢ 


events of the Isra', the Night Journey, during which Prophe 
Muhammad # was brought from Makkah ¢o this spot in Al Quds. T 
is the place where he led the previous prophets in praye 
‘ongregation which must have filled the entire e plate 
Additionally, in the middle of the Sanctuary is the rock from where he 

ascended to the heavens (Miraj), 
Al Aqsa Mosque 

This mosque Is located part of the plateau. Th 
riginal wooden mosque wa: cond Khalif bn a 
Khattab #, around 637 CE. Al Aqsa Mosque should not be conf 
with the Mosque of Umar which is locate ¢ Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre 
Dome of the Rock (Qubbat as Sakhrah) 

This mosque is located in the middle of the plateau. The b 

vers the rock from where Prophet Muhammad ascended to th 
heavens during his Night Journey. It is an unmistakable building which 
adorns the city's skyline with its gold colored dom 
Al Buraq Wall 

This is a part of the western wa Agsa M (also 
nown as the Wailing Wall). It is ma heavenly steed 
B transported Prophet Muhammad ® on the 
¢ Muhammad 31 Buraq at this wall 


Al Agsa Islamic Endowment (wa 


The buildings and structures in the 


e Sanctuary (a! Har'am al 


f). including the twe 


4 the w 


n wall of the al Agsa 
included in an Islamic wagf (endow. 


legal and spiritual 


self. Currently, the buildings house a 


cols and center for higher learr 


This endowment 


sibility for its preservation falls upon 


Jerusalem and Multiple Facets of the Same 
Faith 


Muslims revere all Prophets of God. Islam, which is the submission to 
God, is the same religion that w ached by all previous prophet: 
Their basi t is, God is One. Each 
ation F h nation there wa 
a fic hets was concluded 
with the Last Messer f God who reiterated the teachings of all 
previous prophets and brought a comprehensive law (a Shari'ah) that 
A part of the ty of Jerusalem was assigned the privile 

al Magdis (The ed or Holy House) 4 ol Shorif 
Mugadd e Sacred or Holy Land). This designat me forty 
years afte c first earthly Ho: f Worship in Makkat 
Neither of e places of hip received this extraordinary 
privilege junction with any particular faith or pec d the sole 
e of for the worship of the One God of 

rtue of its being a blesse | Ard al Muqadd q 

n 


Chapter Six 


Jihad 


The Struggle to Self-Discipline 


Introduction 


ollectively, Jihad is the 4 other evil 
such as those that cause inju f free 


aggression, exploitation and oppression of innocent fp 

sItimate goal is to remove injustices. With comes peace and 

harmony and it is the duty of every Muslim to uphold justice under a 

Jihad to bring about justice and peace may necessitate fighting 

(warfare) as well as other sacrifices. The : 

Bagarah, ayat 190). Islamic rules of military engagement p , 

jestruction of property and crops. The Shari'ah also explicitly 

Understanding Jihad 

To be able to understand the Islamic practi f jihad, the 

{ two terms need to be understood. These are nafs and jiha 
untability on the Day of Judgement that Th incer 

for a good relationship with God determine the final results. Since the 


laid out very clearly 


S meaning the 


betwee 
the individual's control to choose a course 


the prohibited 


And by the naf w ed it. And inspired it with conscience 
f fi 4 what is righ He has indeed 
rm which implies an all-round str evil in every form, | 
the context of religion, it means making the utmost effort to adhere 
to the teachings of Islam. This struggle can be broken down into tw 
broad categories: inner or personal (individual) and externa 
The Inner Struggle 
The major and most significant component of Jihad is the inner 


approva 


This inne: 


anguage 


culture of 


elfishne 


This 


The External Struggle 


The str 


to facilita 


the course of thi 


possessions, ie., lif 
To him who fight 
Conditions for Ex 
definition, Jihad su 
tandards. The rule 
he primary goal 
hro ablish 
peaceful m he 


Thr 
for Musli 
those of 
Musi 
This ve 
The 
Jihas 


ng free 


s The 
part of Jihad 
24, Suicide, Kil 
ve rights and al: 
mate aim is that 
ty. Protection 
e of a Musi 
ate and just 
a1) 
light 2w 
ther forcibly 


8 Grains of $ 


To those against whom war is made, permission is given to fight, because 


they have been wronged, and Allah is indeed able to give th 


m victory 


They are those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly, only 


because the 


aid, Our Lord is Allah. Allah will surely help those people 
who help Him. Truly, Allah is Strong, Almighty 


Al Haj. 39-40) 


> 


also falls 


Helping the weak and oppressed to secure their fre 


under Jihad, It also applies to helping non-Muslims who are oppressed 


or enslaved by a tyrant or foreign occupation and seek the help of 


Muslims. It is a moral obligation in such situations. Exam are the 


liberation of Coptic Christians of Egypt and North A 


jrican Berbers 


from Byzantine occupation, enslavement and exploita 


And why should you not fight for the cause of Allah and weak 
among men and of the women and the children who are crying: Our 
Lord, rescue us from this town whose people are oppressors! Give us 
from Your presence one who will protect; and give us from Your 
presence one who will help Surah 4, An Nisa’, ayat 75 
Jihad fi Sabeelillah 
Jihad means to strive or struggle and jihad fi sabeelillah means striving 
in the cause (or way) of God. It is also translated as striving for the soke of 
God. Since every Jihad is in the for the soke of God 
sabeelillah), there can be nothing sinister it On the contrary, it is 


something desirable as it represents a means of self-purification in the 


form of the inner Jihad. 


ore individuals would prac 


the world would bi 


me a better place to live 


ion, jihad fi 


expr 


ia and some writers (Western as well as 


ten misrepresented by the 


s) who portray this 


meaning fighting or war in the name of God. The Arabic word for 
name is ism, like in Bismillah which means in the Name of God, The 
Arabic word for fighting is qital Simple mistranslation or 
risrepresentation? Since these individuals profess to know so well 
everything else about Islam, it could hardly be an innocent transt 


ther hand, if they have such 


knowledge of these 


cipli 19 


simple matters, it raises questions abc 


ut the accuracy of the 
remainde 


f their writings and reporting. 


When fighting (warfare) is involved, the expression is qital f 


Millah (fighting in the couse of God). TI 


distinction is necessary, 


since only a small aspect of Jihad involves participation in a war effort. 


In either case, there is absolutely nothing ignoble about Jihad becaus 


it is always for a just cause with sincere intenti 


ns. Since God is jus 


and demands justice, He requires the believers to follow and obey all 
His rules which 
can be c 


porated into the Shari'ah. Therefore, nothing 


rsidered jihad fi sabeeliliah unless it conforms to the Shari'ah. 


Anything done in compliance with Shari'ah cannot, by definition, have 


even a trace of evil. Shari'ah, which is God’s Law and evil are complete 
opposites. 


Since the main focus 


se God, it cannot be for an 


Jihad is to p 
evil or illicit purpose such as territorial gain, subjugation of a people or 


the control of their natural resources. Furthermore, every Muslim 


knows that there is a Doy of Reckoning, therefore, every action of a 


believer is with God-consciousness, ie., anything that might displease 
God is avoided because 


On the Day when every soul will be confronted with all the good it has 


done, and alll the evil it has done, it will wish 


hat there were a great 


distance between it and its evil. Allah warns you to fear Him; ond Allah i 


full of kindness to those that serve Him (ibaad| 


Qital fi sabeeiillah (fighting in the cause of God) remains the ultimate 
and highest form of Jihad. This is done only for clear cut reasons and a 
determined purpose. It is not up to anyone in the general populace to 
determine which cause demands a Jihad. The learned must make that 
determination after studying the circumstances. It is important to be 
clear about the purpose and circumstances as misjudgment can lead to 


harming innocent persons, and injustice is clearly prohibited. 


And slay not the life which Allah has 


nocidal killings in 
those holy wars. Warf 
ise, for i 
toward: Th 
pect fi t 
uri Danish 
: lear 
expelled from Spain. Th 
Christianity or face th 4 
f t 
ir E. Th 
F 
prohibited.’ Similarly, a 
h d years of M 
as Musil 
"i lam and Mi 


Jihad, the Freedom of Belief and the Spread of 
Islam 


f 5 mtry and subjugation of it 
de f of the faith of the 
additior 7 
God requires tha 
Was Islam Spread by the sword? 
Srie yr for thi ( h 
/ a Ich tarted dur 
al Khattab Mi territor 
Muslim Muslim min pt 
t gions of E { ted to eth 7 


the largest Muslim populat ie., Southeast A 

» particular Indonesia, never saw a single Muslim s Muslirr 
travelers and seafari m jt de hose lands, Their high 
European colonialist 

For additional information on thi: ubject see Ch 2 ¥ it 

minology for Islam and Islamic View Wart pter 24, 
Jihad and Muslim Wars in Perspective 
three early conflicts facéd by the Mu wealth shortly aft 
History 
Byzantine Wars 

The Byzantine al nown as the Eastern Roman Empire if 
avert oyed by P t d 
Je to foil the Byzantine invasio 

634 CE tillties continued and th % 

im Syria and Palestine a def Y ( 
AH, 63¢ nd subsequently from Egyp £). Althoug 


territories were acquired a 


esult of the retreat, and the 


ubsequent departure of the Byzantines from those lands, each or 


Persian empire included much of the region that 


resent day Iraq. The Persians made raids into Muslin 


upporte tribes, threatened 


im State. Several 


t them wit jefeat in circa 642 


E. Each one of these was strictly a defensive or preemptive military 


North African Wars 


After their defeat in Egypt, the Byzantines pulled back to the 


ries where they continued the practice of 
n of the native Berber population. In an 
elves of the Byzantine occupiers, the Berbers 


Amr ibn ‘Aas, the Muslim Governor of Egypt 


Byzantines were expelled by 


The new territories were called 


rept ruelty and brutality) 


hostilities, Allah 
This Qur‘an guide 

he believers wh 

from harm. Proph 
war. Neverthele 
Jihad is the striv 

The inner Jihad 
ing. the 


re Tots 

Islar hibits opp ssc ast 

remains the st frequent f 

Ie H ily, inal whe jihad w 
rotect M holars, the evidence for gross i 
ever be valier approach towards jihad a8 ¢ 
a1 damage. Th < for Jihad al 
elf by void flict by see eaceful solutions, Th 


of All 


Il. Family and Society 


Chapter Seven 


Marriage 


Introduction 
, leme 
’ r or 7 and ills of 
a I ' I 
+ c Papil ferp 
‘ ‘ hi which are th 
Y fect over t | 


2006" and ov 


population with one million new cases r 


million cases reported in 2009." Chlamydial infections als 
risk ¢ 


illnesses such as pelvic inflammatory 


infertility, pneumonia, eye and vascular diseases. 


Since Islam embodies the t 


encourages a lifestyle chat fulfills th vals a y 
nature is prohibited outside of marriage and the only form of r ge 
that is recognized is the union of a man and a woman. Islay 
encourages marriage as it protects the integrity of the society 
Prophet Muhammad id: O young people, w nong y 
marry, should marry, because it help Dwe and guard h 
Islam seeks to build a morally pure and socially responsible humai 
society, Thus, from the Isla q possible t 
ingularly discuss marriage with other factors 5 
family, parents, and social e following discu 
must be viewed ir veral 
Purpose and Philosophy 
Islam recognizes human nature and regulat eal structure 30 & 
to fulfill the needs of both the individual and community . 
ers social responsibil d Stabiches a bond 
families. While friends and relative provide significant 2 
upport, a se provides an enduring and mutually strengthening 
lifelong partnership 
In the Qur'an, one of the qualities of believ fir follow 
their affairs ore a matter of mutual consultation. The Shari'ah makes the 
ouse an equal partner and should theref e consulted for al 
M : 2 ‘ 4 
P 979. Volume Vil. H ged 


fatter also advances spousal relations and 


to manifest ar 


ind puberty. Recognizing 


their 7 courages early marriage for both young men 


and women. Marriage brings with it responsibility, mutual respect and 


protection from immoral practices, thus playing an important 
maintaining the moral integrity of society. Societies that condone 


sexual freedom” suffer the burden of its consequences which include 


high divorce rates, broken families with psychological trauma to the 


neglected spouse and children, unwanted pregnancies, abortions, child 


abuse and abandonment, sexually transmitted diseases and the fallout 


from other forms of promiscuous behavior 


Choice of Spouse 

In the Qur'an, the word used for spouse is zou). Its meanings include 
ne of a pair, a mate, a partner, or couple.’ The implication being that 
is more than a just a traditional husband or wife. Thus, it is 
ecessary to make the right choice and Islam provides that guidance 


While a man or woman must be able to see and know the other 


erson, courtship/dating is not perr 


The most important criterion directing choice of sp 


of the individua 


al appearance, soci 


p a he Prophet # said: A woman is married for four 
th wealth, her family status, her beauty and her religion. So yo 
If they be poor, Allah will enrich them of Hit 


Aware (Surah 24, An Nur, ayat 


is Not permit 


mm se family this prohibition 


emporary prohibitions 


milli: 
risk 


+A girl and her aunt may 
ame tim 
+ Aman may 0 marr 
* Marriage is prohibited du 
after divorce or death of 
+ A woman may not take a 
to the first one, ie., poly 
Interfaith Marriage 
A Muslim man may ma f 
practice her faith. Althc rf 
encouraged." A Muslim w 
the tolerance and freedom to 5 
husband, In addition, the Islam 
guaranteed. In order for a non-Mi 
nversion to Islam and 
permissible for a Muslim ma 
non-monatheistic faiths such as F 
Tran ( 7 


.d to more 
iy fs 
t fy 


The Ara for marriage is nikah. Ir n to the four basi 
nts below, it includes a short sermon which 
emphasizes the virtues of this sunnah and also serves to remind the 
co tive responsibilities. Marriage is a contract 
sagan gi 2). Like any ¢ mutually agreed u 
it brings with it certain responsibilities. These are discussed 
later in this chapter under Spousal Relationship and Responsibilities 
The marriage ceremony may be conducted anywhere with the 
exception of a non-Muslim place of worship. The place recommended 
by the a mosque. A civil marriage in a City Hall 
Municipal Office. Borgerlig Vielse or Standesamt is also valid with 
requirement for an additional Islamic marriage contract 
The basic requirements for marriage are 
+ Proposal and uncoerced acceptance 
* Mabr 
Proposal and uncoerced acceptance 
In Islamic tradition, it is the custom for the bride's father (or othe 
jose male relative in the event the father is not alive) to act as he 
‘epresentative (wakeel) at the marriage ceremony, Marriage without 
consent girl is invalid." A girl is considered to be of marria 
she reaches puberty. Cultural traditions and family 
th running contrary to Islamic teachings, may result 
» from ¢ principles, Therefore, there are specifi 
the girl's right to a 1 reject any proposal 
f pre-pubertal gir coercion or force 
d the bric fe rrectly 
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translated as meaning dowry. Its purpose is to serve as 


consummation of the 


pro} 


Its value is fixed by agreement between 


should the marriage be terminated. Upon 


marriage, it becomes the wife's pers perty and she 


dispose of it as she pleas 


the two parties, before or at the time of the marriage, It can be 


nefit. The wife may for 


money or other goods which mt 


a part or all of it or defer receiving it at a date mutually agreed upon. 


Itis considered a debt owed by the husband to the wife a 


the husband's death, it is payable from his e 


Thus, the Islamic practice of mahr differs fundamentally fr r 


traditional dowry, e.g. in the European or Hindu practice. In European 
practice, the possession of dowry passed on to the husband. In Soutt 
Asia, f 


llowing the Hindu tradition, dowry is the price paid by the 


groom (and his family) to the bride’s family 


Witnesses 


A minimum of two adult witnesses of 5 


understand the ma 


ge terms) are required 
of the agreement. The marriage 


hibited. If of 


be a publicized affair and secrecy 


s prc erwise unavailable, publicity requiremer 


atisfied by the presence of the two required witnesses. In addin 


the Prophet Muhammad  recomme ma) 
Written contract 

According to Islamic practice, the contract is a writte 
document signed by the bride (or guar hari behalf: the erooi 


and two witnesses. The marriage contract is without term limit 
ontractual arrangement that involves mi fi pecified 
is prohibited although it may fulfill all other criteria. Consequer 


emporary marriage (muta’) is not permissible 


9 1 


Spousal Relationship and Responsibilities 


They are a garment (libaas) fo 


for them 


This is a succinct description 


the spouses. A garment covers 
private and not for display. It 


and 


relationship is similar: mutual su 


with concealment of shortcomit 


adornment. 
Interpersonal differences and 
be anticipated in almost every r 


solutions are provided in. the 


minimize the effects of marital « 


assigned to each spouse. In 


ties and rights, it is 


responsib 
expected of believers 

As a basic principle, every gr 
is advised to elect a leader 


the group. The same prin 
difference is that the family me 
God has already made that deci 
aring and providing for the fami 


Marri 


is a contract betwe 


Trust is a part of faith (iman). 
nscien wilful, wh 


is also an item of beautification ar 


mn pledge to live by the rules 


r you and you are a garment (libaas) 


of the expected relationship between 
and it conceals what is intended to be 


nforts, protects from the elements, 


1ow, The spousal 
port and protection, insuring privacy 
ings and faults, providing comfort and 


conflicts in spousal relationships can 


marriage, Consequently, guidance and 


Qur'an and Sunnah. To avoid or 
discord, responsibilities and rights are 
order to understand these spousal 


recessary to be familiar with what is 


up of individuals, irrespective of size 


(omer). This person assumes the 


ansibility of spokesperson, and to an extent, for guiding the affairs 


jple applies to the family. The only 


bers do not choose that person as 


sion. This responsibility of leadership 
ly is assigned to the husband 


en hu d wife, a trust and a 


and guidelines provided by Shari'ah. 


s believers (mu'minoon), both 


and 


Responsibilities and Rights 

Men (husbands) must provide for their families according to the 
neans. The position of “head of household” is only that 
responsibility and not of superiority. The wife is to be treated w 
honour, respect and dignity. Her needs must be satisfied eglect 
biigatior 

Prophet dm said: ..give them food from what y f 
them, and do not scold them." Additionally. Farew 

said; ...1 enjoin good treatment of wome hey y 
ind you have no right to treat them otherw l y 

ndecency.” Men's rights over women include: ...that they d 
for all Muslims. His wives were ’ servants. He help 
wife A’isha ® said: The Messenger of ( ever be 

(all duties, obliga ! f 

This Hadie 

! 9 
3H 2 


her part: dhe usband’s needs and 


those of their family, instructions do not 


run contrary In the Qur'an, believing 


women are the obedient, 


would have them 


4). A Hadith of Prophet Muhammad 


Resolution of Marital problems 


f marital problems are caused by the husband's actions, the 
ecommended course of action is a dialogue with the use of reasoning 
If this fails, arbitration is recommended, For arbitration, individuals 
husband's and wife's family should be used. If the 
be resolved through arbitration, the wife may appeal 

the problem is due to the wife's actions, a 

jouses is recommended with th of reas¢ 

his fails, arbitration is re ded to resolve the issue. If di 
0 a se m uch as indifference to the husband or the 
family's needs or unacceptable conduct, and dialogue and reasoning 
have failed, physical separation and admonition may be used: ... As for 
hu ften translated as meaning to scold 
translation of its meaning is to strike without 

pain or injury (ghayr mubarrih). Th 

us manner.” Prophe ad @ detested 


Polygamy 


t fi Should He not know what He created? A the Subtle (Al Lateef) 
reconciliation and thus avoid ). Islam permits polygyny and f 
d through tep ned. ay be married ¢ aximum of 
f vengean e: Then, if they his is a permission and r 
timate goal is re ation, 3 genui ad 
avoid divorce. Any f f abrasive behavior by th phy d since the earliest of times, Many of the 
emotional abuse, or insult cerproductive: The earlier prophets v polyga [eg. Abrat Jacob, David, 
Th f symt nysical war $e the 2 did not forbid polygamy. Sim Islam doe 
divorce and may impress upon the wife the not prohibit p y but regulates the practice to protect the 
the matter. The two Hadith that follow, emphasize the als of rests of w 
spousal relationship While the strictly regulated practice of polygamy in Islam 
bemoaned by Westerners and often portrayed as being an aberrant 
The most perfect Muslim in the matter of f ' , ustom, much society accepts the widespread polygamot 
heir wiv the us nature of men, Islar 
paradise provide ome and security, but also respect, dignity and fulfillment 
° Shari'ah, for the indivi t lu 
at ‘ the individual f traying off the prescribe urse, and t 
ieridhi, Dart ‘ 6 ; : 
4 that si utlaw polygamy permit adul nd multip! 
4 Y ‘ donment, h t bortion, illegitimate childre d 


transmitted diseases, etc 
From the aspect. polygamy play portant role 
a need, It permits widows and divorcees to remarry, prov 


the opportunity to fulfill the quest for companionship 


also provides a home for orphaned children. However. p 
permitted only conditionally. The 


Hfill a social responsibi 


wife, infertility, etc. Whether tho: 


every responsibility also comes ac 


marry women of your choice, two or three or four; but if you fear that 
you cannot deal justly (with so many), then only one or (the captives) Uh 
your right hands possess. Thus, it you w 

The expression that your right hands posse ° ck 


is frequently misunderstood and also misrepresented. This expression 


refers to women who were captured during war and e ‘ 
the abolition of slavery by Islam. These enslaved women p r 
were often used as sex objects cir captors. Therefore, wor 
who taken captive ased, were no longer accepted 
espective communities because of the st based solely ups 
suspicion of having been used by their captors 4 end 
freedom from captivity without ransom and marriage. Isla bit 
»ncubines and temporary marriag 
The practice of slavery was deeply rooted ciety and t 
sought its gradually eradication.” By suggesting marria; er 
n. Thi act was t act by Prophet 
\ {eon 


Islam ab lavery 
P tance to note, that slavery wi 
P g that early period of Islam (early seventh century CE), 
was fi tally different from the practice of slavery in North 
America or in other parts of the world. Unlike the treatment 
rendered t ves in North America, if a female slave was 


impregnated by her m 


ind her child was born 


came fre 


free. The following H: 


lights some of the responsibilities that 


came with ownership ves 
Your slaves are your brethren upon whom Allah has given you authority 
So, whoever has his brother under his control, should him feed them with 
the like of what he eots and clothe them with the like of what he wear 
You should not ove them with what they cannot bear, and if you 
4 elp ther rd job with their work 


Responsibilities in multiple marriages 


Multiple marriages are subject to certain rules. Each one of the 
wives must be treated w ality, Compassion and kindness and all 
thing and financial support, etc. There are clear directives to not 
eran This may seem easy, whil ality, it is a very difficule 


Divorce and Khula 
In. cases of marital discord, means of reconciliation must 
exhausted for the preservation of the marriage and for s 


the interests of the family, Prophet Muhammad # said: Of a 


s, the most detestable to Allah is divorce 


The Arabic word for divorce is talog which means to set om 

contracv/bond of marriag Once di nay 
the marriage. This serves as a deterrent ag: volou 
request of a wife." 
Iddah 

The iddah i jod of waiting which is pre bed for wor afte 
divorce or deat f the husband. After a div e iddc three 
menstrual periods.” This also allows for manifestation of a pregnancy 
Concluding Summary 

the ida (wait f 


homosexua 


clergy, etc. Acceptance or tolerance c 
blunts the aff 


mmoral practices 


leadin 


nce or tolerance of other 


to accep’ 


unbecoming acts. Immorality is recognized as having been a major 


contributis 


in the decline and destruction of many past 


Marriage multiple p th the individual and 


poses for b 


community addition to fulfilling the individual's need for licit 


companionship, it contributes to better emotional and physical health. 
As a lifetime partnership, marriage teaches responsibility and respect 


and protects from immoral practices that ruin societies 


ase who disbelieve; they make a 


est of the believers. But those who keep their duty to God will be above 


mm on the Day of Resurrection. God gives without restriction to whom 


He will (Surah 2, Al Bagarah, ay 


Chapter Eight 


Family and Social Issues 


Introduction 


Anverica fine? he alesed perpearat 
relative c 5 cases: an adult child in 32.6 
in 13 
Parents in Muslim Society 
kindness’ towards parents f ama t 
God. This sequence stresses xalted status assigne F 
Muslims are forbidde ‘ sisp 
wards parents, including vert ysical show of f 
not Mi Parent must b beyed unle he 
God, the Prophet \ f y 
Jer. Last accessed May 201 
scagow ' ‘ REPO 


Responsibility towards Parents 


Islam rec 


quivale rior 


d 


ardless of w 

to Makk 

er, through th: 

4 done for hir 

the Sh: 
latter do n 
ary) assure 
f Jihad ar 
luntary de 


ervice, he had repaid t 
The Prophet = replied ir 
provide for the needs of 
their protection, comfort 


ional Ht phet 


i ae : Sicaese ; Le a p birth to’ him, and the carryi 
But if they strive to make you joi hM fv t "1 ity month 
A o kind: Re € you z Lord reated you from a 
of those who th Ae. | 
Parents hold the Keys bore f : y 
4 shes that his lif j ( A 


Children and Family 


To Allah belongs the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. He create: 
what He wills. He gives daughter: will st 

He wills. Or He gives both sons and daughters to whom He will and 
leaves barren whom He will. Indeed He is Knowe ful 

The family is at the center of Islamic society. Therefore, I 
teaches strong family relationships which le a cohesive society 
The wife (mother) is not obliged to w providing for the family 
material needs the _responsib of th ssba ther 

equently, the mother can devote her efforts to the well-being 


the family. Such a setup prevents childhood neglect with end: 
adverse effects on health, behavioral and cognitive development which 


become apparent i 


Children 


Data released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevent 
indicate that each year, hundreds of thousands of children are abuse 
and cted in the United States of America: over 900,000 childre 
younger than eighteen years of age, of which over 91,000 were les: 
than twelve months old, and were less tha 


p unbecoming duct during adolescence and . 
(violence, alcohol, drug abuse) but are also at greater risk for chr 
Ith problems (obesity, diaber 4 cardiovasculay 
disease), Frequently, t wn offsprin, 
d relatives, repeat and abuse ar 
T fa r 1M Mortal R 


dis a Gift fro 


am considers a child a gift from God. A child is conceivec 


pregnancy While 


mpleted at the sole discretion of G: 


majority of people this 


for granted, a sig 


percentag: je to fulfill the des 


Muslim parents must choose gi 


gat provide all necessities, both social and material: | 
affection, compassion, a e, fi clothing, security/pro! 
(from physical and emotional harm), and education (religio 


war situations, the Shari'ah explicitly prohibits harmin 
derly. Prophet Muham 


the role model on how to treat childrér 


mbatant women, children and the 


Rights of children 
Mothers shall suckle their children f years: (that is) for 
tie tails to connbiete tie muctiien sh 2, Al Bagarah, ayat 233 


Breast-feeding is recommended, but if the mother is either 


unwilling, a wet-nurse may be employed and compe 
appropriately. Breast-fed infants are healthier, with fewer 
intestin blems, show better development and may eve 


higher 1Q than those fed with for Additional benefits in 


mother-child bonding, security, and passage of health 


ity) to the child through the breast milk. In 
f Rheumatic Dise 


east-feeding for thirteen months or longe 


secretions (ir 


published in the A\ 


the authors fot 


women who wer 


eduction in the risk of Rheumatoid Arthritis by about half." A 


duration of b ding was associated with a lesser red 
the risk 


d and a 


nificant 


of having their own offspring 


and are 
ve and 
rection 
arian 


abandonment are strictly prohibited 


mad 


belief that lactation could in k of cancer, for cosmet and survive adverse Westerr 
and social reasons, eg., fr cei venience of er aspects of Muslim society 
arrying the baby nd and feeding it every few h The 
has shown its numerous benefits and Weste ysicians have beg fulfilling 
to encourage this practice I support 
Education d to ove 
Prophet Muhammad d: No father gives hi d any better gif vengeance 
than good education.” The acquisition of le ust for every nily extends far 
Muslim male and female. Education includes subjects taught in secula YS aa 
educational institutions and ral 4 a hood and brotherhood, 
» be conterned about the well 
Equal Treatment of all Child! where they reside and what 
Parents are obliged to treat all their childre ally. Ni repared to provide for their 
may be made between males and females. If v gift engoged brothe 
warned: Be ofrai nd be just en." F r the Message of Islam, it includes all 
hild may not be excluded from inher fi . 
family 
Adoption 
Family 
tells y h and He shows the vP their real 

Ine of the many wonderful benefits of | that all good pare T e equi he sig - f you do not 
Rules guiding family rel hes a ponsibiliti * y 


In this section, the te ption is used in the 
fundamental differences between the tern 
and that which is permissible a ah. The 
explained below 
Adoption in the Pre-Islamic period 

In pre-Islamic Arabia, adopted children were giv 


family's name, bs and also assumed 

jinea fa t practice. Events that we 

the abolish are di d be 
acredness of suct ultural pra i 

the realization that th Islamic ption practi 
ther than make-believe and also deceitf 
anger and assigning him/her the status of a 


Adoption in Contemporary Western society 


In European-Americai cies, adopt defin 
of all parental rights and resp Kies t 
‘ent(s) there 10 legal diff betw h 
biole and adop 
Children that are given up for adoption may 
by their biological parer bandoned by 
Is element of child trafficking.” F y 
¥ 4 May 2011 
dnap or salvation? C Sr 


After the adopti 


child assumes a new identity 


by taking the adoptive family's ni nd many or all ties with the 


Such an adoption can be viewed a 


ral order of society. Since 


many of these child: 


Adoption and Shari'ah 


Islam bits the Western or pre-Islamic type of ad Thi 
prohibition serves to protect the r he child, parents (adoptive 
and biolo affected by it, as well a 


society at s a form of adoption which 


‘lineage. It enc 


2wn offspring, 


his type of adoy 


He guardianship, custodianship o' 
fostering hild is accorded all of the 
benefit the guardian treats the child as 
though it ribing the child to himself. In 
additior lid certain hich are 
eserve gical children. 
e Sh h permanently severs all r 


fb g a child of his/he 
biologi arent’s name falsif identity and lineage by 
assumi nt’s name, The Shari'ah requires that the 
biolog age of the child aintal By 
prohib Joption practices which obscure a child's 
assigning offspring stat e “adopted” ct c HI 
other benefits, ie., the adopting parents would t ld in exactly 


Shari’ah accorded Rights of Adopted Children 


tbe altered nor th ral identity 
the must retain the t father's f 
dentification of iological family (f 
purposes) and to prevent unintended t 
to others pro! 4 by Shai 
* The guardian family does not replace the t 
ly serves a aregiver f 
Addit y. the child d = 
f the guardian's family (includ fi 
be permissible. If thi er (the guardian's wif 
the chi fferent relationst 
to that of a bi al sibling, and f ic 
har a fathe eg 
heritance. The child ca fi 
same mann he guardian's bi 
were to rec inheritance from the guard 
he case afte tern typ: f t 
heful heirs (bi dren ani y 
their f inherit yb 
f ts to thei q 


As with most Shari'at gs, enf ent is left 


science and integrity of the individ F the Divine and 
e ear the we an save with that wh berter 
Those who de he wealth of orphan nefully, they do but swaltow 
the fire into ellies, and they will be exposed to the burning flan 


Pre-Isiamic Adoption of Zaid bin Haritha 


In kee with the prevailing Arab tradit ind before the 
propheth Muhammad dopted y by the name of 
aid. As ay Zaid had been k nd sold into slavery 
He was b ibn Huzam who gave the boy to his aunt 
Khadi fh riage, Kh 7 gifted Zaid 
Muhammad Z in their household in Makkah, hi 
family was able to locate k ame to claim him. Instead of 
eturning with the 4 4 to remain with Muhammad « wh 
. fr d adopted him. T tion was done in rdance 
bn Muh 4 (Zaid, f Muhammad). Howeve quent t 
ela { verses of Qur'an that required declaration of the 
pted person's real parer rah 33, ab, ayaat 4 i 
As a f c pre toms mi im 
C herit a Auhai eage. Muhammad 
arranged for Z: be usin, Zay int Jah’st 
riage t b e of nf y of the sp 
Zaid so mis eh Initially, he w: 
T vorce ace several r ge of Islam ha 
een p d. Prophet M . und Zai Umm 
Kulthum bint e ied Zaynab. A ir 
le P acquire c 


Muhammad's # marriage tc 


While the pre-Islamic Arab 
vorcee of an “adopted” son, 
doption and abolished that pra 
the Qur'an (Surah 33, Al Al 
by Zaid. use of th 
ral traditions and ant 
Command: maria, 
practice of “adoption” w 
the d 
the hypocrites. God is Kr 
am unequi rohibi 
r fispring, Isl ,e 


General Social Issues 


ple 


efits people the most 


Islamic Principles of Universal Social Goodness 


Recognizing the need for harmonious interaction, Islam promotes 
system of high social values and ethics, and establishes the rights of 
humans and all other living things. It inspires God-consciousness and 


{ social responsibility. The qualiti 


a true believ min) de God-con: in all affair 
always being mindful of not displeasing God. and gener 
on and mi towards all, desire for peace, fairne 
w ess in all situations, and responsible behavior towards all 
hers, including anim: eration and vironment.” These are 
qualities from which only good may be expected 
Social re ty includes due leration for the rights of all 
ety eH rN | status, and al 
th f all other living creatures. For example, hunting for the 
ake of sport is prohibited. Hunting is permitte y for food, The 
utting of fruit-b et ants is forbidden unless there is a 
f reason. Givi arity, caring for the poor, the sick and 
elderly, f phaned children, widows, and relatives are greatly 
The benefits of resp t ar cial harmony and 
f and injust y act of 4 social behavior 
onsidered an a ity. For ¢ le, greeting another 
fi he sidewalk are ts of charity 
Care of Relatives 
f grat Np 
R 7A K 


The family is the rec fc 
en, grandpa a f 
Islamic social re bility extend 
ersuas prohibited. Giving in « 
Muslims. For additional informa 
4 (rah 
with close relatives) are valued 
relationships. T u 
development of an individual 
The laws of inheritance ec 
f others (orphan distant 
distribution of eased’s prop 
np 1 and ge y 


Social Interaction, Mingling of Women and Men 


guides to a fle” path. It sh extremes and blindly 
dapt ermissiv t far re Islamic norn 
paration of and trict f the 
vement of latter, wh pra by some cultures, doe find 
re ( the Shari'ah. On the contrary, t ample 
torical evide facing he time of the Prophe f 
v r ut neeting grega 
7 and in a supportive role cial and military 
T ari‘ah evaluates such from the following 
e tial benefits a tential hi hi 
a a vided t ive is a good cause, eg., an acceptable 
( hari‘ah aking wi would provide b 
k dge. Addit y, it is permissibl t fa 
ational instituti the work pla all suc he 
duals (bot v and en) must adhere to th mic rules of 


he fam 
Islamic sc 
the Musl 


Intoxicants, Gambling and Betting 


For ns dis 4 be m forbids the u: 
everages and di including those smoked 
ved or taken by any other route. The Arabi 
ie y any 
an. intoxicatis holic beverage or wine in the generic se 
However, the ah definition of khomr includes any substance that 
ebriate x This includes all alcoholic beverages anc 
tox ful...* Further elabc g on the definition, Umar Ibn 
Thus, it includes any substa h alters the mind in 
a a the mally present ability of di At 
tw he and wr This prohibition aj niformly to all 
Musi pective of the age of c ind irrespective of 
x of intoxicant. Prophet Muhammad 4 h 


property from 
Ale In both ga 
Th 
multitude of 
and family. Gi 
sponsibilitie 
(including peay 
< activity 
ot Vv fect 
( mpti 
wee for the disp 
famil righe path (Su 
acill d reaso 
ray B t 


ling and 
ind otk 
with th 

of 

Nn of afta 
AI Ma’ 


sling 
th 


vf a fh bo 
f y destroy 


the 
: the 
a hat is i ¢ institution which makes the 
ing portant contribution to the moral and social well-being 
f society. To a great extent, the integrity of the family depends up 
he relat ps between men and women. In a society which permit 
vd unrestricted male-female interaction, both family an 
d y suffer from th equences. To protect society from mora 
v decay a erve the sanctity of the family, the Shari'ah ha: 
ablished rules and guide These guide a uct as we 
as interpe and inter-gend action and seek to preserve a 
ple (of both gend regulated by Shari'ah rules, the extent 
ff mT f interaction permitted between the genders may differ 
Unrestricted male-fer hibited by Shari'ah, 
tolerate a f other societies, as lo do not 
‘ n rig 2 > r 
derstanding and respect for esteemed Islami 
towards their parents, and th f family ties. Ti 
atter has broad imp ns as all M ne Ummah a 
wider definition include e relationship Islam, 


seabitty.:For every seasnead  wiubise thar: hei 
ar dormiene'ol cider + Kaiealebie Soiiiats 4 cribut paid dur and/or on the Day of ning 
Tha Goueane died as Faeroe ee - fa f conduct and the purity of inter xt matter, for in the 
fe for f ‘ , end, itis these that must f of accountability 
example for gen y 
ord! Hove: mercy on the : f tol provided in the Q and th 
7 4) In wtex ‘ practical exa found in the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad 
is They are enf et the Shari'ah which establ ima 
maatharié of thane de dies dignity and hon 4 provides basic rights through justice (ad!) an 
sua ivarancstand lessee sae tee : ace, language, culture, ge etc, the 
‘ f others, T mi Paci tea place for. an’ ott lief bef 
principle of tolera , fer espite this, | epts the freedom of all in t 
igious, ra ial bac ; 7 f ve in any other + or bel ny religion, / 
m1 of an imagined clk he welfare of other t the message of Ish 
am is for al and, wi , veyed to all. Whe an receiving the Message of | 
¢ mie cf the fund akin i 
his includes tolera ef, opin 4 


Chapter Nine 


Women’s Issues 


Introduction 
4 An N 
T i 4 f Islam frequi 
nd distorted image cast by the prolif 
7 fh 
t misplaced 
ns preva lit 
H w ' 
fo! 


their status in society, Any atte 


Women's Rights in Islam 
The Shari'ah ies equally to all M 


Spiritual 


qualities. There is no distinct spiritual si f 
add at ommon origin of men and women (nofii 
ahida), this verse refer ghts that afe established through 
, ept sin, with blame being placed on wome 
Ret ra Adam and Eve shared the responsibility 
for disobey slt, both were expelled from Paradise.” | 
crastatthe he guilt of disobedience is placed up 
both Ada f them ra were forg 


long 
to | 
ther 
emp 
Bit 


Equal but not Identical 


Men and wome 


There is equality with r 


tions. There ar 


Exemption from the daily 


periods and immediately 


postpartum bleeding. The 
and an inconvenience and t 
up. By contrast, prayers 


up by both women and 


the mosque fc 


during the mont 
during pregnancy, 


missed obligatory 


As Wife and Mother 
Marriage 


differences. These 


h 
nissed 


ourselves that you may dwell in tranquillity with them and He has 
love and mercy between your (hearts); verily in that are signs for those 
And We have enjoined upon man concerning his parents: his mother 


im in weakness upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years 


your parents. To Me is (you 


final) journey 


And We have enjoined on man kindness towards parents. In pain did 
his mother bear him and in pain did she give him birth. 


Socioeconomic Issues 


Education 
h 3S. ALF yat 28 
Islam has made ita duty for every Muslim, male and female, to seek 


knowledge. Educated women are a great and desirable asset ¢ 


society. Emp © importance of women's education, Prophet 
Muhammad @ insisted that women be educated, especially about 
Ista 

As mothers, women are the first educat f children, leaving a 


lasting imprint on the developing minds. They are an important source 


for knowl st Islam (faith and practice). However, only an 


e al 
For th 


informed mother can educate her children. very reason 


s education is not just desirable, but recessity. Islam 


een notable 


Neve Hadith and Figh () were the sources of guidance a Politics 
female iedicadon’ Kot kee Many of them tutored male jurists The participation en in public affairs had already started 
oe hieved Notable M ho during the lifetime of Prophet Muhammad . Muslim women entered 
include nar fH: ystics, wi t w into politics during the tes of Damascus (Umayyads), Baghdad 
Equal bi ws. A deta g h e of and the Ottomans. Women played political leadership 
Men ar text roles in Persia, India (eg, Empress Nur Jehan 1577-1645 CE, Queen 
There is Razia Sultana 1205-| c (Sultana Shajar ad-Durr, died 
sblig Nisha 59 CE), and have cont jo so in many other Muslim 
emotiona She was a wife of Prophet M ad A very gift nw atries.”’ In more recent years, w erved as prime ministers in 
ways as tl an extremely sharp mem equ a adesh and Pakistan, and a ate in Indonesia 
Exempt with unmatched el a fla 
period: [through transmis Hadith Social Issues 
postpart. She n imp {know ft Men and women have different but naturally complementary rol 
and an ini unnah : d f ter a5 in society. Equality between men and women must incorporate 
up. By ¢ vernd Hit dlicine healing, poe 7 while keeping in perspective their respective roles in society. In 
up by bo! mathematics. She Madi 8 AH, ties, changes in these roles have been spurred by liberal 
the mosq es, economic greed and rights movements. While many 
for men. Jv Sal ary changes were long overdue, there has been a pendulum 
She was also a wife of Prophet Muha : the ite extreme 
pany Hadith and prov to the Mi ty The family the center of Islamic society and women are the 
matters of Figh, Several schola d Hadith fi die enter point of the family. While there is spiritual equality 
Madinah in 63 AH, at the age of 84 year ecognizes the different societal roles of me 1 women, and all 
rulings of Shari'ah are based upon fairness first but also upon equality 
yyida Nafisa within the societal framework. In many cases, women come out ahead 
onsidere She was the gre dda fH se: thelr are ted by Divine injunctions and the 
As Wife ety a larship and ta arge f nan Islamic society, the most important role for a woman is that of 
Marriag he am ab-Sha wife and mother. Although her economic security is guaranteed, she 
respect Some of her Muslin inv were: A’sha nay opt to work or pursue a career. However, a married woman must 
articular tne xe ‘ A r ibilities towards her family subordinate 
en ia i eae oF , ; igor be pos have b ate 2 sr 
tha teh F 


before Florence Nightingale. They arranged rations and supplie t xtent, that in of an 
soldiers and occasionally participated in actual combat. In so far. 
are no restrictions on women's activities, a as th do not ney that a woman acquir ugh her own 


vic ne rules of Shari'ah 


» employment, business, inheritance, or as a gift 
Her husband has no claim over it and she may 
Economic Issues 


d expenses are the 
Western societies 


man with an independe ree is 
enturies, Before mi roperty ften belonged to the under no oblig to contribute towards those expense 
woman's father, and after marriage, they p > he h d 
the 1848 Married Women's Property Act, married w einecieabicd 
ricted from independently ow perty perating To the ' 
business enterp kindred ar 
estrictions and provided women freedom from financial worrie iscebti SA Naw FY 
Islamic society, there is provision for all of the ds of w and 
Responsibility for the financial and other needs of the family x the Bit are 
assigned to the male members. That includes the extended family, te entitled to inheritance only if there heir.” In 
incles and nephews, if there are n re h as fath Shari'ah laws of inheritance take into account the needs « 
t or an adulh At the: same Gme, the. Sharfah: nakhe x n, if unrelated persons, distant re s and orphans are 
ing for dauj 2 ases, distribution is after payment of 
y ses. The basic rules are as follow 
Froma 
a M = Aft 
husband th filling this obligation (je. before he has paid 
- the inheritance 
t ahr), it is ¢ Jebt and p ut of his estate 
In additic wife is entitled to a sh e husband 


b n 
assigned 
A fath 


Injunctions for Hijab 


Hi Th , y ‘ fa tially pletely is a purely soci 
: Is Hijab Oppression or Liberation? 
t f f r dividual's exe 
h dest attire as ul Jjesty (hoya), x self-confidence and providing 
1 tention, It should " ; than her W terpart 
the iter garment may f Female Circumcision 
< Jothing is loose and opa 1 Cir f males is a which is practiced in Muslim 
Il over the world. It was prescribed for the followers of 


Chapter Ten 


Business Ethics 
and Financial Dealings 


Introduction 


All business trar must di ’ 7 

Islamic rule thies for business ai and tak 

into account multiple factors, inclu f 4 th 

ind the fulfillment of com at biigat 

form of cheating, fraud, deceit. bribery g and ving), false 

testimony, betrayal of tru , a 

rights by any means (including. litigat firee ’ 

any form is prohibited 

party. All « d profits mu ‘ ‘ 

i fal sources ddition, leniency and ess a y 

encouraged, Leniency he di Jes facilitat debt 
eduling and easir ns of debt repay 

Muhammad s said: Whoever is deprived of k M 

nod.’ He also said: May God's mercy be 


Lawful (halal) Income 
In Islam, worship and duty to God are central. TI of every 
believing Muslim is to gain God's acceptance of his/her worship and 
deeds. Since, Islam has linked the purity of the s of earnings t 
acceptability of worship, no matter how “pious” a person may appear 
es of income lawful (halal) as defined by Shari'ah 
his/her worship may not be accepted by God. Therefore, all earning 
must be through honest ate means, regardless of whether it 
ve income is permitted from sources where the principal i 
ject to both profit and loss. Income from tHe following sources is 
prohibited (haram): intere id usury, betting and gambling, bribe 
and kickbacks, « jement dishonest transa and 
dealing in forbid ch as alcohol, recreational drugs 
materials and items that may harm others, including 
cause mi f life and de tion of property 


nt th the people the thing: 
hat are their di not commit evil in the eorth, cau: 
Honesty, fairness and reliability are expected in all deal busines: 
and also otherwise. Today's bu w 45 witnessed an erosio 
f many such value mething that Prophet Muhammad = h 
predicted when he said: A time will come when one will ne how on 
Forbidden are unfair marketing practices, concealing of def 
ce inaccurate weights and measures, or 
de ferior in quality to what howr imple. A 


Hadid 


that individual is not f 
Also pr 


prohibited i 
method (includin 
achieve the int 


igation) 
it 


Fulfillment of Oaths, Commitments and Trusts 


f debt 


believer 


th, know it well that God 
‘ovenants. And those wh 
their owners" and if you jud 
n yar 58 
tual obligations, hy ing of 
Considerable importance |s 
he rights of others. A debt or 
5 a verbal agreement. It i 
Id die without making 
er debt.” Prophet Muhammad 
ntry into Paradi 
up: f the 
4 eeks or even month: 


Ha Rights of Others 


If anyone acquired what 
then God has made He 
me to Parodi 
rea Respecting the rights of othe 
t ther individual je 
f ghts of others by a 
r sa major 
Parties entering into a contra 
y and given the right and the freed 
true mutus c h 
to the f "fine pr 
unambiguous disclosure e 
pur infringe upon the rights of othe 
dev receiving of bribes is proh 
to For all conduct there is accou 
sei governmental body licitly 
financial or political weight. Ho’ 
¢ in the ultimate court of ju 
may be interesting to | 
ci fi 
: tior Infring up 
L 7 ns against the right 


of Accou ee the hadith in the section that 
Bankruptcy 
Bankruptcy as a re f financial vency is the inability of an 


ort dividual or business to pay the creditor >nsequently 
ping proceedings initiated to obtain “relief’ from the de 
frauding Bankruptcy may liquidation (Chapter 7, US Bankruptcy Code) 
4e per aperation after financial restructuring and 
partne scheduled debt repayment (Chapters 1! and 13). With the former 
the debt ty not exempted under state or federal law | 
iquidated an eeds distributed among reditors. In 
pirit of a etal are erased, namely, credit card debts, medical 
dividuals with antial debts and 
y)a 13 is available to individuals with a regular income. A portion of that 
year while retaining ownership and possession of the 
and assets/property. Thereafter, the debt is formally discharged. 
8 Islamic Perspective on Bankruptcy 
Islam recogniz forms of bankruptcy, moral and financial, B 
y are interrelated any ways, Financial bankruptcy is a consequence 
ce Judge es such as lying 
es. T 


because he will come hav ted a d others, unlawfully 


in the form of te with parti 


consumed th f oth d the Ct 
They will eac m his good deeds, and if his good deed: requires that the e paid in full, us 

out before the scores hav (ed, e of their eds will b inability to f Prophet Muhar 

individuals and businesse for it pr des re di to protec 

he debtor and also satisfy the interests of the creditor. Ie thy of Hoarding, Price-fixing, Market-manipulation 


gated over fourteen hundred yea and Monopoly 


emselv t Withholding essential commodities such as foods and other basic 


10, The essentials of these 


the currer al V ie r m the market to drive up prices and increase profits 
A: >rincip that Ie aid tempting tr tain asp f the market he nate 
accordance with the agreement(s) between debt editor.” I are considered sinful and are prohibited. 
also encourages the creditor to be lenient and ate of th on of rare crisis situations where 
debtor's circumstances, and when necessary, facilitate adj a rect consumer), monopoly, and 
renegotiation of the terms of repayment destruction of crops (or other forms of wasting) to stabilize market 
F hibited by Ista 
If the debtor difficulty, grant hin til h 
‘epay. But if you remit it by way of charity t for you if y 


‘esent day bankruptcy pro: " Howev - : tins 


Usury (riba) and based f : 
the Islamic. system, lending ' where t 
back what he/she had borrowed. The prohibition of 
(usury) ¢ he lender and impose t P 

Another type of prohibited transact tof 
ambiguity. One may uy oF set a price 
undefined. For example, trading 4 opti 
has not yet aught or fruit thal t ripene 
harvesting and consumption.” Such transactions are ca 
foodstuff is not permitted e buyer ha 


Islamic Banking, Loans and Financing 


The Islam scloecon rder is hica 
responsible ermits a at 
acquired w f Weste 
cial ju and equitable wealth di 
nking is one step in that direction. It 
h r 


pliant banking system i 


a). This includes its payii 


Unlike the average commercial bank 


eration ari‘'ah compliant banks have 
ation. Instead of a fixed return (interest), 
depositor he investment risk rofits as a. 
* Istamic ethics and moral: tbe f fn all undertakings 
This includes the prohibition of investment in businesses and 


that are unlawful (haram), ie’, that deal in anythi 


nat the Shari'ah has prohibited. This includes financial 
mortgage companies), liquor (p r elling and 
erving), pork, gambling, and media that immorality 
p and/or graphy 
+ Prohibite takings that deal wit actual 
* If the Shari'ah compliant services are only one product of a 
jonal commercial financial institution, there must be 
1 Segregation of funds. Funds f amic investments must 
ct ingled with those of non-Islamic investments, Th 
mai pu ‘equired by Shari'ah, all necessary 
precaution: taken t vent the funds from being 
xed w ers which may have involvement in prohibited 


Concluding Summary 


Islamic banking, which is b 
dealings, is r 
the sevent y 
and transparency of operations, Shar 
real assets and the risk is shared by b: 
By and large, Islamic banking and 
from the global financial be 
provide an inherent f f 
responsible for the 2008-2009 « 
tarted to ut Shari'ah based 
calls for cor aks. tc 
into their dealing 

J collection of interest in any fi 
d other speculative and 
the capitalist financial system. F 
there is requirement for actual good: 
There is prohibition for ir 

ep ts are detrimental 
included ral_ bank 
and ntribut 
yst 4 with Islar 

7 ft f oth 


nic Shari'ah would have prevented the scale 


Foreclosures soar 76% to record 1.35 million 


Economic casualties pile into tent cities 


Chapter Eleven 


Minorities 
under Muslim Rule 


Introduction 


ne orities f i f 
hilosophy or polit notivatis 

e ntrol a ity F 

and/or basi ts. It may fi 
slitical ral 

ave led to ethnic cle and 


Secular Definition of a Minority 


The term r f y 


a rg/shs/fr/files/3958/10771 | 1028 1decl 
ace_an¢ al_prejudice.pdfidec n%2Brace%2Band' 
ve dice 
* Declaration on the Elimination of All F f Intolerance and 
f Discrimination based on R Belief (1981, Art 
(heep://www.unhchr.ch/he 3/b/d_intole.ht 
* United Nai Declarat he Rights of Pe Bel 
to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minoritie 
Islamic Definition of a Minority 
ree t. pact or pl efer 
venanted f 1. je,, has the e of the Prophet # and of 
‘ ble be they are guaranteed by Shari'at 
Article | nal or et " 
Article 2:1 f { 
23 ' ‘ 
24 t 
2.5 the i 


Article 3.1 


By definition, a dhimmi is one who has 


ns and 


and peace with 


hostility cowards the majority Muslim commu 


citizenship rights in an Islamic state. These right de ° 
of the Muslim citizens include access to all state services 
benefits 


Non-Muslim Minorities living among a Muslim 
Majority Population 


From the very beginning, Islam established strict rules that governed 
the interaction between Muslims and non-Mu communities. | 
general, no distinction is made between a Muslim and non-Muslim 

tizen of a Muslim-ruled state. Exceptions due to a religious necessity 
are discussed below. All discussions in this sect fer to states with 
Muslim majority populations that are nformity with the 
Islamic Shari'ah. 

In Muslim ruled states, there are restrict whict 
minorities for any reason and there is nothing C h that ca 
be construed as being discriminatory towards minorities. The Shari'ah 
is specific in granting minorities freedom of peech, and 

It assures their individual a ec hts, saf 
protection of their propertic f worship. These r 
or other international organizations conceived of any minority right 
declaration 

Islam came to mankind as a choice. People 
reject it’ Prophet Muhammad s was the Messenge 
only to convey the Message of Islam. His v 
also his guardian, did not a Islam and ligation t 

prohibited. Besid equire onscious a 


unco 


tance. The 


spread Islam is discussed i 
23, Crusades and Holy War 


misconcept 
1° 22, Islamic History and Chapter 


Rights of Minorities under Shari’ah 


Minority right 


nder Muslim rul 


ts like ours and on them are responsibilities like 


nm that force wa 


the following 


and practice any fait 


embrace Islam since that is 


used v 


an be summarized as follows: for 


There 


orship and the protection of those 


d/or oppression by the state or 


m verbal injustices or vilifi 


by the 


Hf any such be 


nission or damaged by a Muslin 


ari'ah. Pr 


udes the protection 


ation) 


The latter includes 


anything 


mpen: 


ervice) and business 


enefits similar to those provided to all other 


+ Fr belief, ie., to ch 
may not be any pressure 
prohibited by the Shari'ah 

+ Freedom of expression and ass 

* Right to build places of w 
places of worship 

* Protection from injustice 
from external aggression. Th 
and body 

* Protection of honour (fr 

* Protection of wealth and prop 
that is considered valuabl 
is taken without pe 

tion is required 
+R ¢ and equality un 
* Right 0 (including civil and military 
cept those prohibited by 
interest-based businesses, ak 
* Provision of social service 
Jamal Badawi, Islamic Teaching 


ted are usury (riba), 


disability and senior 


force 


The protection afforded non-Muslims under the Islamic Shari'ah 


makes it a duty to help them and save them from oppress en if 


the offender is a Muslim, because Islam opposes oppression in every 
form: 
And if anyone of the idolators seeks your protection, then protect him 
that he may hear the word of God and afterward convey him to his place 
of safety 9, At Taubah, ayar 6) 
Dhimmis are not permitted certain posts and assignments which 
have specific Islamic religious responsibilities. These in Head ¢ 


State or of the military, charge of departments dealing with Zakat and 
Sadaqa (charity), 
Mu 


5 and cas first instance, the 


Head of an Islamic State is also the spiritual leader (Imam). Jihad may 
be assigned to the military and a non-Muslim may not be forced to 
participate. Zakat and Sadaga are religious obligations and judicial 


rulings may require interpretation of Shari'ah laws. 


Responsibilities of the Minorities 


While minorities enjoy rights they also have responsibilities such a 
respect and tolerance for the majority community's religious, cultura 
and other esteemed values. Additionally, loyalty to the nation/country 
of residence from which they draw all kinds of benefits, must be 


unconditional. Betrayal (especially in junction with foreign 
elements) constitutes a major crime. 

Each minority may have its own peculiarities. Therefore, blanket 
statements such as those iss by international es and 
formulated in Westerr may be culturally insensitive and a 
misplaced in some « most. Importantly, minority r 
cannot be at the expense of the majority 


jizya 
Thi 


ord is 


ah which means to gi 


return for something. It occurs in a commonly used phrase expressing 


Thus, 


jation for a favour or kindness: Jazakum Allahu khaire 


jizya as at 


many topics connected 


m, is neither impolite nor derogatory. However, like 


> Islam, the meaning and implication 


zya 


have been subjected to misrepresentation and it has been portrayed 


as a “burdensome tax” imposed upon non-Muslims. 
Today, jizya is no longer in use. It has been superseded by the 
taxation systems that were developed by Westerners and adopted by 


governments in Muslin 


The Basis for Jizya 


The Muslim state is required to provide certain social welfare 


benefits vo all of its cit 


ens. Amongst others, these include public 
amenities, schools, orphanages, financial help (social security) for the 


elderly and needy, food for th 


indigent, sheltef for the homeless and 


the travelers, health 


are, and security services (police and military). In 


order to fund such 


vices which benefit all citizens, Muslim are 
required to pay the compulsory Zakat which is a form of tax." Since 
Zakat is a religious obligation and Islam may not be imposed upon any 


non-Muslim, a different system of taxation was enacted. This is the 


jizya. Contribution to the state treasury by the non-Muslim r 


inority is 


t only necessary for solvency of the system, but it is also equitable, 


allowing all beneficiaries endowed with that ability to participate in the 


expense-shari 


Was the Jizya unfair ? 


There is virtually nothing in Islam that overburdens an individual, 
spiritually or otherwise. All Muslims are required to pay Zakat, Non 
Muslim citizens are also required to pay taxes. The only difference Is 


in the name assigned to that tax. Additionally, jizya is collectable only 


from those who are financially able to pay it, ie., those who have a 


certain minimum incomelsavings. Poor and indigent non-Mustin 


citizens are not only exempted from paying jizya but are entitled to 
state financial support. Nc ims voluntarily serving in the defer 
forces are exempted from the jizya 


ther ta 


With the imposition of incor 
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governments, payment of jizya no longer be a requirement 


However, the payment of Zakat (in addition to government imposed 


taxes) is not waived for Muslim citizens. 


Apostasy 


Accepting another faith by abandoning Islam is defined as apostasy 


From the religious standpoint, it is a major sin. However, Islam is a 


choice and no one may be forced to follow its tenets. According to 


apostasy, if any, depends 


Islamic scholars, punishment 


whether Islam is abandoned for personal reasons or to challenge Islam 


as a faith and the Islamic society. The former being a personal matter 


and the individual's exercise of freedom of choice, it carries no 
prescribed punishment under the Shari'ah. In the latter case, when the 
person challenges the Islamic society after converting to another faith, 


cribed 


it is considered as being betrayal or high treason. Th 
punishment for high treason is death. Importantly, in such cases, the 


prescribed punishment is not for the change to another rel 


high treason of at 


not for apostasy, but for th king the Islamic 


society and/or State 


Mutual Respect and Harmony 


Islam does not permitted double standar 


behavior at any time 


When interacting with non-Muslims socially or during the 


business, all Islamic rules of general conduct must be observed 


including morality, honesty, compassion, fairness, justice, etc 


Oppression is strictly prohibited and so is discrimination, especially 


because of religion. There are no prohibitions on friendship or social 


interaction between Muslims and non-Muslims as Ic 


i as the Shari'ah 


rules of social b e not violated, 


havior and marriage 


Members of 3 


minority may freely preach their faith and culture to 


F, it isin 


other members of their persuasion. How t permissible for 


minorities to exploit illiteracy. poverty, financial or other needs of any 


segment the majority Muslim community and manipu 


entice or 


Induce them into adopting a different faith. That is essentially what 


foreign Christian Missionaries hav in impoverished 


Muslim countries. This is not only improper behavior towards the 


host country and an abuse of the tolerance, but it also jeopardizes the 
rights and status of their co-religionists. 
From the very beginning, Islam required tolerance and respect for 


Dus and ethnic mir 


all relig ties. History is replete with examples 


which include the Muslim ids in Jerusalem, Spain, India and the 


Balkans. Had the converse been true, there would have been no 
Hindu, Christian or Jew in any Muslim land today. It was this tolerance 
that elevated Muslim Spain out of the darkness that engulfed Euro} 


ein 
the Middle Ages. Until today, Christians, Jews and other minorities live 
among Muslims, well integrated into society, centuries after Islam 
came to their lands, The Copts of Egypt, Christians in Palestine, Syria 
Jordan and Iraq, and Hindus in Malaysia and Indonesia are examples 
Desi 
prosper in North African Muslim lands, Maltreatment 
the hands of the Christi 


endants of the Spanish Jews who fled the Catholic Inquisition still 


Muslims at 


Jews and others has not brought about any 


retribution against these minoriti 


simply because Islam prohibits 
harmi 
The 


innocents and also strictly prohibits collective punishment. 


lationship of Muslims with those of other faiths is predicated 


upon mutual tolerance, respect, kindness, and justice.’ Muslims are 


under obligation to respect the choice of faith of fellow citizens and all 


others. 


Revile not those to whom they pray besides God, lest they wrongfully 


revile God through ignorance. Thus to every nation We have made their 
conduct seem fair rah 6, Al An'aam, ayat 108) 
The Islamic state has to guarantee protection for the life, property 


and places of worship of all minorities. While this injunction has been 


respected by Muslim rulers, the same cannot be said for many others 
who profess high moral ground. Ina short period of time, the Catholic 
Inquisition in Spain erased almost eight hundred years of harmony. 
peaceful coexistence and prosperity. Similar religious fanaticism and 
intolerance by the Serbs destroyed five centurie harmonious 


existence in the Balkans. Other examples are the targeted 
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destruction and desecration of countless Muslim places of worship by 

non-Muslims in the former Yugoslavia, occupied Iraq and Afghanistan, 
In Muslim ruled countries, churches and temples have remained 

undamaged during centuries of Muslim dominance, because Islam 


protects non-Muslim places of worship and allows minorities to 


observe their religious rites. After the surrender of Jerusalem to 
Umar ibn al Khattab 2 and the recapture of Jerusalem by Salahuddin 
Ayyubi from the Crusaders, the citizens were guaranteed religious 
freedom and protection of the their places of worship.” (Also see 
‘Chapter 23, Crusades and Holy War) 


Are non-Muslims Persecuted and Oppressed in 
Muslim Countries? 

Today, in every country that is called a “Muslim 
faiths were dominant prior to Islam. Conversion to Islam was by 
choice, unlike the Spanish Inquisit 


‘ountry, other 


n, In every one of those countries 


(except for Saudi Arabia and perhaps some Persian Gulf states) there 
are non-Muslim citizens: Christians, Jews, Hindus, Zoroastrians, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, etc. Their lives and businesses remain well protected. Had 
there been persecution and oppression, these minorities would have 


migrated to other lands. 


Factors Responsible for Disharmony 


For centuries Christians, Jews and other minorities have lived an 


prospered in Muslim Lands. Problems of a serious nature which 
disrupted the existing harmony between the minorities and the 


Muslim majority can be traced back to a few sources, none of which 


are local. Major causes are the intrigues and manipulations by foreign 


based and foreign funded agencies which operate under the guise of 


missionaries or aid programs. Another significant cause is the fallout 


from the new crusades. For example, in Iraq there were no problems 


A Decree was issued by the Khalifah Umar Ibn al Khattab 


afeguarded the 


bjects. and other 
d by 


ngs from occupation, damage and destru 


Salahuddin Ayyubi. That latt 


same was repeat 


ee came with full knowledge of wh 


Christian Cr had dealt the Muslim inhabitants of jerusalem: 


Minorities under Muslim Rule 


between Christians and Muslims before March 2003. Similarly, in 
South Asia, Christians and Muslims lived in peace until missionaries 
from nations with a colonial past polluted their relationships. When 
members of minorities fall prey to the intrigues of outsiders, they also 
become instruments of their own hardships. 


Concluding Summary 


Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 

For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with 
the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your'brother's eye and 
ay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 

How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your 


eye.’ when all the time there is o ple 


k in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. 


Matthew 7, verses 1-5 


There is an incredible amount of disinformation and gross 


misrepresentation about the status and treatment of minorities in 


Islam. Printed and cybermedia are replete with erroneous 
representations from sources as diverse as Islamophobes and self 
styled “experts” on Islam to poorly informed individuals with Muslim 
names. 

Throughout ages minorities have had a difficult time simply because 
they are different from the dominant culture in which they live. The 
latter would prefer to have them assimilate into a bland melting-pot or 
into the dominant culture and thereby relinquish any heritag 
language or the religion they may cherish, Some dominant cultures 


culture, 


openly persecuted minorities. Today, in some parts of the world, this 
practice continues with the utilization of a variety of subtle but also 
overt methods 

Islam took the lead in granting official recognition to minorities 
about fourteen hundred years ago and provided them rights, benefits 


BibleGateway.com New International Version. Last accessed May 201 


Chapter Twelve 


Human, Environmental, 
Animal and Other's Rights 


Introduction 


and women are obliged to obey. Islam mandates justice and 
for life of the cornerstones of Shari'ah and prote 
life ani of rights to all living re one © 
ndamental purposes. These rights we orded over f 
centuries ago. They today as they did at the t 
their promulgation di e of Prophet Muhammad 
Unlike man-given r are subject to alteration, God: 
rights are inalienable. Furthermore, the latter ai f 
belief and acceptance is obligatory for all believing me w 
Islamic belief, the right to lif restricted to hu Italso a 
to all other forms of life. By respecting th f 2 
Human Rights 
Man is the best of all creation? Th T 
worship of the Creator. In order to fulfill that ¢ fe 
quality. The de n of m f 2 
value that has been assigned to man. 

There is much crit f Islamic laws in the Weste 

apter 4, Islami ah and Figh). TI i 

rinciples whenever it suits their purpose, ir t disp 
and t ral or religious consciousne 
and there to the princ 


critical and unbiased assessment of the ibility of the party making 


such allegations. 


Vigilante se ummary judgement, carried out by un- or 


dividuals and practiced in certain parts of the world 


nothing to do with implementation of Islamic law 


stice. Punishment may be carried out only after a 


rial and sentencing is based upon hard evidence and 


cir tantial indicators. 


Human Rights proclamat the United Nations have 


amental flaws. They advoca 


mposition of Western nor 


of other faiths and cultures, Additionally, they failed tc 


4 consequently failed tc jude in their declaratic 


Secular Western Perspective on Human Rights 
The nite 
UDHR), a document c 


ti versal Declaration of Human Rights (UN. 


30 Articles, was published in 1948, 


n after the end of 4 World War, The ument was 
draf the large nations with a colonial past. The 
ties committed against ethnic and religious minorities before and 
during the Second World War are reprehensible. Howeve are 
the centuries of oppression, ré ion, g ani 

loitation meted out by the colonialist jut the worl 


the 
and pr 
nal human existence, ie 
UDHR as the charter of 
nly istic but als 
the earth, and wh 
thot are Signs fo 
ic lav ly he 
out discrimination, and 
ty le. They 
arly established unde 
0 that they do not 
are God-given 
ety hold 
family, intellect 
H i h 


property. Each one of these essent thers. harmony between its components. Contributing to this balance and 
Thus, from the outset, Shari'ah gua life working in b harmony are countless creatures, from the large to 
thie alc ic ranean dircoeh anes which minutest forms invisible to the naked eye. Despite the many 
coribora aha earls Taking a lif wut just discoveries, counting the number of life-forms in existence remains an 
cause is a major si unrealistic dream. 
Nothing that is naturally occurring is ever wasted. Recycling is 
and that you slay not the life wh ahh red, except aw of nature. It regenerates the elements ne y to sustain life and 
the course of justc rah 6, Al an ecobalance. Factors that overwhelm this balance throw 
ff course the natural cycle © water cycle and the natural 
who ever kil an monslou read tmospheric gases are ¢ les of two simple, yet most vital 
mischief in the as if he hod killed ki processes. The water cycle contin purity is compromised 
whoso saves the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of by human-industrial pollution whict alters the ecobalance 
mankind, AM Similarly, oxyge tinues to be replenished atmosphere by 
Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam gnificantly altered the ral balance, leading to climatic changes 
The UN-UDHR was the first international effort to establish right amongst othe 
for humans. Primarily from a Western perspective, it did not take 
consideration values esteemed by many oth © 199 Islamic Perspective 
(OIC) the From the Islamic per e he universe belongs t 
t God." Man, w placed on the earth as vicegerent (kholifah), 
' y one of it shabitants. Man is the best creation ar 
Individual, community or nation. They are mutual rights of all people was destined nd a repository.” Man was given the 
This is what the Islamic Shari'ah prom t fi f hoice and he trusteeship of the earth and of all of its 
others wh rcising y ts. Th 4 r Ir inhabitanc 
the UN 
Rights of the Environment L has f ty m m 
E ” be defined ‘i Bere 
( Human Righ 7 un) The eare ' 


goodne Muhamma tated: Ther A 
All creatures live in communities of vary 
in nature, Human actions th : ep 
ations of their habita df 7 4 cs 
herefore, actions that may be de al f 
Examples of hurr tion x 
deforestation driven by mi f 
ubmit will ne Comr ¢ f fi 
| Muslims. What Isla t ft f 
c fie r vir f é 
wasps, for whatev k ature 
ship th , F ¢ 


s that been d t rulings of Shari'ah 
nt unt th d prohibit actions ay 
Vegetation 
ont rf ecosystem a bject to rules of preservation 
d p n. Pla € responsible for replenishing the 
tmosphe xygen and re f carbon dioxide. Both processes 
x tion, Unr 
‘ f gta ie 
ature and anges, is prohibited. 
t r ect nishment with dest Nn of life, forage 
Water 


kindness, compassion and care for all 


elationship is superficial or pr us, re Jess about 
anything but himself 
Subservience to God is at the center of Islamic belief. The universe 


armony 


was created flawless and balanced to 


reations, man singularly possesses t 


the ecobalance and destroy life and the environme 


the self-repairing pr nay falter. Islam place gations w 


prohibit such wantonness. 


As trustee/caretaker of the earth and its inhabitants, man is 
responsible for the protection and preservation of his environme: 
and maintenance of the balance that existed. By doing so, he als 
insures his own survival. As indicated by ve verse, everything in 
the universe bel That includes everything aims to 
be his own. In Islamic belief, a pers 2wn body is also considered a 


part of the Divine Trust (amana) which man has a 


insuring his/her own physical well-bein, a central part of « 


individual's responsibility, and if dutifully executed nsidered an 


act of worship. al 


ason why Shari'ah prohibits anything 


t may harm the individual 


Islam also assigns rights: an individual's rights upon others and 
sther's rights upon an individual. The latter t role 
formulating behavior, The rights of 4 ‘ 
numerous and include the right of th are 
rest and nourishment, rights of the famil affection 
fer persons, living creatures, job and environment and 
ties that come with suck d around all 
is the responsibility and duty towards God. Alth t 
nay appear very complex, it easily and intuitively falls into place by 
serving the duty towards God and following the Sunnah of Prog 
Muhammad 
Islam mankind t responsibilities. As a way of life, it 
the u al submis God, to d commanded, « 


worship" and reve 


w kindness and compassion towards 


God's creations. Misus buse of any of His creations, whether 


living or inanimate, is a wrong. Included in these ations are the 


rights of others. Every believer must be mindful of the rights of oth 


and strive to avoid violating them. Every action, no matter ho 


must weight the 


sequences and repercussions on others 


their rights. This stands in contrast to the freedoi 
ned by the UN-UDHR which igr 
affected di 


of expre: 
f others who 


ion 


res the rights 


of a few 


uring the process of protecting the rights 


Extremes and excesses of any kind are prohibited, This include 


ration and modesty are strongly encouraged 


while « ance and wastefulness are discouraged. Waste depriv 


others of the benefit of the wasted item(s) and pollution harms the 


ent and all inhabitants. Both are undesirable 


hecks and balances encourage behavior modification as 


s accountability for literally every action. This includes thing: 


such as the amount er used, food consumed or was 


clothing, etc. What is reasonable consumption per judgement of the 
individual, is acceptable. Extravagance and waste may incur God's 


displeasure with the potential for severe consequences, This 


something opulent societies must take erious consideration and 


it should serve as an inducement to behavior modification. 


Wh decree to destroy a population, t warn and ¢ 
those among them who are given the good f this life an 
ind then We destroy them utterly 7A " 
fen translated 3s worsh ry be ing, He inch 
, Is of worshy prayers, fasting, zakat, etc, but means th 
lence t following all His Injuncti 
2 at pleases Hit J that which may incur 
f : g (both a ip of God} 


lil. Science and Bioethical Issues 


Chapter Thirteen 


Science and Islam 


Introduction 


The Qur'an is the Word of God and 
sentence is purposeful. The descriptions of many scientific phenomena 


ery word, phrase and 


eluded comprehension at the time it was revealed (ca 610-632 CE) 


and some continue tc 


be beyond human imaginative grasp. As the 


science 


advanced and human knowledge increased, the meanings of 


some of these verses became clear 


While there is a lot of scientific information in the Qur'an, simply 


reading it like any other book may not always e the 


reader's perception. That is not 


ecause the information is hidden but 
d 


throughout the book. Furthermore, widespread accessibility to 


because of the literary style. Also, this information is inters 


present day scientific knowledge may lead the reader to discount the 
importance of a statement that was made fourteen centuries ago. In 
addition, translations may overlook some of the relevant intricacies. 


For those and many other reasons, the reader or listener of the 


recited verses is asked to contemplate, reflect, and ponder over the 
meanings. Not only the literal but also the implied. 


For example, the second verse cited above states: To Him belongs 


what is in the heavens and on earth and all between them, and all beneath 


the soil (Surah 20, Ta Ha, ayat 6). Today, it is common knowledge that vast 
resources exist under the surface of the earth. At the time the Qur'an 
was revealed, no one had a clue about the presence of any resources 
beneath the surface of the earth other than water which appeared as 
springs or was brought out through a well 

The following will briefly explore four subjects mentioned in the 


Qur'an, namely, the universe and celestial bodies, ical 


geo 
information, pairs and opposites and human reproductive physiology 


D 


subsequent chapters in this section. Some of the earlier Muslim 


ission of a few other science related topics may be found in 


Scientists and their works are listed in Chapter 22, Islamic History. 


The Universe 
The very fi 


t Surah of the Qur'an (Al Fateha) si 


tes in the opening 


verse: Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds (alameen). The word alam 


s plural for alam which means world, This informs us of the existence 


of one or more worlds besides the one wi 


inhabit. In addition, the 
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Qur'an states that its message is for all of mankind and not only for 
the human race, implying the existence of other life-forms endowed 


with qualities and abilities similar to those of humans. 


Revealed over fourteen centuries ago, well before any of the 
sciences as we know them today existed, the Qur'an continues to 
inform us that there is still much more in existence in the universe 


than what is known to us. 


Creation of the Universe: Scientific Explanation 

Modern science has provided some understanding about the 
creation of the universe. The popular theory is that of the Big Bang 
which is said to have occurred close t 


fourteen billion years ago. 


Initially, it was believed to be a tremend: 


us expl 


sion, a primordial 


fireball from a point source, ie., an atomic nucleus containing all of the 
matter and energy of space before which space and time did not exist 


This event led to 


filling of space with particles of 


he embryonic 


universe dispersing away from each other.’ The 


pservation that the 
universe is continuously expanding in every direction with increasing 


distances between clus 


ers of galaxies and the discovery of cosmic 


background microwave radiation, ar 


e of extraterrestrial origin 


similar to radio static, supp 


ted the Big Bang theory.”’ Interestingly. 


not all of the known el 


ments in the universe appear to have 


originated fre 

Acc 
single po 
appearai 


n the perceived primordial source. 


ding to another explanation, the Big Bang did not occur at a 


int in space like 


explosion, but as the simultaneous 


¢ of space everywhere in the universe and that there is no 


enter of expansion ie., there is no point from which the universe is 


np tt.ripod.com/BigBang html 


hhysics phy-astr gsu.edulhbaselastrolredshfthtm Last accessed May 201 
mic Microwave Backg 


expanding.’ This theory foll tion provided Qur'a 
in Surah 41, Fussilat, ayat 
Creation of the Universe: Qur’anic Explanation Expansion and Evolution of the Universe 
In the Qur'an, the tion and ex of the universe are T ‘ yb F 
described as follows: the existe fan initial gai 2 C veral y 
Jukhan, smoke) whose elem w a w 
subsequently separated. The scientif f , “ 
(initial mass) and secondary separation lead for f x ’ e 
galaxies corresponds with the information provide Q A s f w 
equence for the creation of the heavens and eart t given w y w 7 
fests that 4 simultaneously. A nally ° y v X 
ucleus, which al dicates th w imultaneous a 
earth: Come (int th of you, w willingly S A 
ingle entity (ratqan), then We parte every The Sun 
pllenag 4 
f i 


meaning e: Th 
determined). These refer to the 
locati a predetermin 
he evolution of the 1 
years by human calculatior 
Indica Nv i 
yas the solar apex (runs it 


Celestial Bodies and Orbits 


In dist the (as st 

' lescriptions. Energy produ 
he sun's core is emitted 

harmoniou lay 

fate bety y 

f te at diff . T 


S reated the night and the day, and the sun and the 
noon. Each of the elestial bodies)’ swims in its orbit (fee folok 
yasbohoon). h 21, Al Anbiya’, ayat 33) 
Earth’s Resources 
Idan Allch balos thie troneuees of tie 
To Him belongs what is in the heavens and on earth and all betwee 
information about the earth and subterranean resources provided ir 
the Qur'an may not come a being striking. However, the 
Qur'an and Hadith provided inf : sch 
we know of the existence of f 
Water 
made every living thing from 
atively the major component of ster 
a body cell comprise: fv of 


While farmers and 


streams, establi 


streams o' atio verns 
influx and desalinization of sea yc! 

described in the Que’an as follow: : P 
water from the sky ond causes it to pe pring 
Pairs 
well as their own kind (humans) and other things of which they have 
knowledge ‘6 re 

Zauj (plural azwaaj) h means both o p ; fop 

fers to polarity or opposites which exists in virtually everyth 

‘omplementary relationship with the other and function to maintait 
n equilibrium. 

While gender differentiation in animals may be obv 
differentiation of male and female in the plant kingdom was not knowr 
to exist at the time of revelation of the nd for many centurie 

reafter, The existence of distinct sex rs (male and female) 

plant ribed in Surah 13, Ar Ra’ad, ayat 3 t of every k 

ne of the other ver ' : 
fers of and ayo : 


He made in pairs (zawjain ithnain), two ond two...:"” Surah 20, Ta Ha, ayat 
53: With it have We produced 


pairs of plants each separate from the 


others (azwajam min nabatin shata); and Surah 36, Yaseen, ayat 36 
reai pair th produces. 
Pairs also exist at the molecular and submolecular level, DNA and 


the chromosomes exist in pairs. If things with oppc reactions 


h facilitate a balance are included, such as specific systems 


es, etc., that counter the f others, then p 


virtually everywhere. Hormones and enzymes acting in an antagonistic 


fashion (as opposites) serve to regulate numerous body functions in 


der to maintain a balance. Many such discoveries have been made 


nly wi including those in the scientific and 


the past few de 


medical fields pite our widening knowledge, there will remain 


nany other things of which we still have no knowledge 


Reproduction and Development 


Verses describing human reproduction and embry 


ment are found in several hs of the Qur'an. The specificity of 


s could be understood only after microscopy became 


those descript 


laboratory analysi 


with the help of advanced method: 


and knowledge of modern physiology. Below 1 very basic 
description of the process as understood today followed by verses 
from the Qur'an f the Arabic terms which described 


this same proces: 


Current understanding of Reproductive Physiology 


In humans, fert f the ovum ( quires only a smal 
amount of fluid. Of the millions of act patozoa in the ejaculat 
only a fraction make it to the ovum and only one of them |s 
responsible for fertilization which then lea eve of a 

bryo.” Most of the ejaculate serves other purpose 
ncludin appropriate pH and medium for th 


1. The male ejaculate (2-5 ml) is a mixt 


permatozoa, prostatic and othe 


process of fertilization only a tiny fraction of th 


2. After the ejaculate sited, it mingles with th 
fe The cervical mucus, under the influence of the 
hormone estrogen, plays an i ant role g the 
ascent of spermatozoa through the uterine cerv 
3, The spermatozoa travel to the Fallopian t f he 
(egg). This journey may takes several minutes to hours. Only 
single sperm is allowed to fertilize ¢ The s : 
all to be p perm he ted 
egg cytoplasm. The genetic information (¢ leus) 
extracted from the sperm and condenses with that of the egg 
form chromosome 
4, About four days after fertilization, the ovum the ute 
where it becomes firmly implanted (day 5-7) until the time of 
birth, with the exception of extrauterine pregnancy and 


prominences ( }. Thi bout 3-4 weeks. At th 
rage, the embryo measure 


Nutfa describes a very small amount of fluid, like th 


after it is emptied. A 


the actual process of fertili 


Mingled fluid (amsaj) applies to both the « ion culace 
which cor f sper a, pr d other glandular 
xs also to the ing of male and female fluids. T 
mixing of male d female fluids i: ential for facilitating the ascent of 
permatozoa into the uterus and Fallopian tube 
We gove him gifts of) hearing and sight. These senses develop in 
that very order. The primordia of the internal ears develop first 
followed by those of the eye 
3. Then He made y from an extract (sulala) of « humble fluid 
( As Saja a 
Sulola (extract or essence) de the ess in which the best 
mponent is extracted. The spermatozoa extroct themselves f 
and trave co the Fallopian tube 
er fertilization of vum, there is extraction of the 
genetic information contained in the sperm head. This condenses with 
that of the ovum 
Then placed h p of seed in a safe lodging (in a place of rest 


that are aborted. However, théy still rest in the uterus for an 
appointed term. Additionally, the fertilized egg Is likened 
which grows only after implantation 


laqa). (Surah 96, lara’. ayat 2 


5. Created man from a clinging clot 


We have created you from dust, then from a drop of fluid, then from 


0 dlot, then from a little lump of flesh partly formed and partly 


unformed, Surah 22. Al Hai, ay 
These and the verses cited below describe the appearance and 
stages of development of the embryo. The word ologa means 


something that clings or has an attachment, like a clot of 


blood attached to a wound or a clinging leech. This is 


ie early embryo and of its hment to the 


description of 


Like the leech, the embryo derives its nutrition from the h 


uterus. The description of the embry! ing partly formed and partly 
unformed (mukhallagah wa ghair mukhallagah) is discussed below 
6. Then We made the drop (nutfa) into a clot (alaga), then We made 

the clot into a shapeless | udgha), then We made bones within 


lump, then We clothed the bones with flesh (lahm 


produced it as ar reation. So blessed be Allah, the Best of 
Creators rah 23. ALM 
Mudgha is translated as a shopeless lump, chewed flesh, or a morse 


which the embryo indeed resembles, le., a piece of meat that has been 
chewed upon, This distinct appearance is due to the presence of the 
surface prominences (somites) and has been likened to teeth marks. 
Lahm means flesh or meat which constitut skeletal musculature 
The sequence the verse cisely the way the 
musculc of bones which are 
subsequently We clothed the bones with 
(trophoblast) adhe he inner surface of the ub de 3 

Invade the endometrial ibsequen (buried) 

the endometriu ding it a sof Finger-tike project Saanai 


flesh 
7... and He gave you the faculties of hearing and sight and al afida 


(mind, feeling and understanding). (Surah 32. As Sajdah. aya 9) 


This verse and Surah 76, Ad Dahr, ayat 2 [We gave hien (the gifts of) 
hearing and sight] describe the senses in the very order they develop. 


First the internal followed by the eyes and the brain [feeling 


(emotion) and understanding] 


8. He created you (all) from a single being, then from that being, He 


its mate... He created you in the wombs of your mothers, in 


stages, one after another, in thre 


veils of darkness 


The process of organogenesis and development takes place in stages 


(in st 


ages, one after another) inside the body of the mother, unlike th 


egg of a bird or reptile. The 


are different interpretations of three 


veils of darkri ulume 


irst case, it may be referring 


to the anatomic layers surrounding the embryo/fetus (abdominal wall, 


uterus, chorion/amnion). Altern: 


ely. it may be referring to the 


actual stages of embryonic-fetal development and the unc 


tainty 
surrounding survival and/or normal prenatal development. However 


the true meani 


ng of this and other verses is known only to God, The 


usual calculation of pregnancy is also in trimesters 
9. then from a little lump of flesh partly formed (mukhallaqah) and 
portly unformed (ghair mukhallaqah) 

In addition to partly formed and partly unformed, the meanings of 
mukhallagoh and ghair mukhallagah include in proportion and out of 
proportion, partly complete and partly incomplete, shaped and unshaped. 

This verse provides an intriguing description of the anatomi 

liarities of the embryo at this stage of development. The org 


pment, ie, some 


systems find themselves at differ 


tissues already underge of 


gans (neural 


This is absolute Truth with certainty. 
uld not come ai UE tha 

present in the Qur’ar inform: hat 
only by the One w ade it all ha 
inderstanding of those matt e of 

the relatively recent nd this informat 

However, it is incor ble that 
session of mankind at the time the ( 
ust be extracted by reflect 


while others have 


Additional Reading 


Moore KL jentist 


ration of References to Embryology ir 


the Qur'an. | Islamic Med Assn 18:15-17,1986 


Chapter Fourteen 


Reproductive Issues 
Abortion, Contraception and 
Sterilization 


Introduction 


course of a just and legal w n duri 
intentionally killing an ir rs be « 

Whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recomp fell fi 
the wrath an of Allah are up readful pe 


them and for you. Indeed, th : t 
While this ver 17, Al Isra’, ayat 3 e 
the pre-Islamic practice of killing infants (frequently f 
message of Islar niversal and f t T . 
e kill f chil 

onally, the believing woman F c 
Abortion 
E proximately forty-two n abort < 
world wid hey F ul are perf d ind 
countries. In India th half a million f 


ed States of North America, 


illion abortions were 


in 2005.’ For 20 


609 


to the CDC.“ For American women, it is estimated that ab 


(31 


‘med in 2001 and 1.21 million abor 


tions 


jorted 


ut half of 


re uninter f these, forty-two percent are 
about half ferican women undergoing ar 
abortion were less than than twe years of age, nineteer 
ated reasons were socioe , the vast majority 
nwanted band or partner wanted 
a in ohe percent (amounting 
Islamic Perspective 
With the exceptions discussed below, Islam forbids abortion at any 
tage of pr y. This includes all circumst uch as undesired 
x ARS, H , ‘ ‘ 
, m1 


equivalent to murder.’ The prescribed penalty f 


after one hundred and twenty days 


compensation (diya) which is also an option in cases involving mur: 


The recipients of such payment are those who would normally inherit 


from the child under Shari'ah rules, exclusive of those involved in the 


decision making or facilitating the abortion. An abortion perforn 


before the one hundred and twe 


eth day c 


such compensation. 


Permitted Exceptions 


The only exception permitting abortion (at any stage of 
is when continuing the pregnancy would result in the mothe 

This determination must be made by medical experts and requires 
that all available options be exhausted to save both mother and the 
unborn child, 

In cases of rape, both in the civilian setting ing war and 
‘occupation, the victim of rape is not considered guilty of sin since the 
act was f and was beyond her cont 
early medical intervention is recommended to avoid pregr 
abortion. If the rape victim becomes pregnant, she has the 
keep the child or undergo an abortion within the first forty days 
Under such circumstances, permission for abortion is given because of 
ecessity. Other circumstances may arise for which a ruling may be 
sought from Islamic Scholar uch cases, each si 1 b 

onsidered individually 


Abortion in Mulo 


For aborti y see the Chapter 15 
Reproducti duction, and St 
Abortion for Fetal Abnormali 

Genetic counseling can usually identify the ris! d 
with chromosomal or other genetically i ‘ 


aception, 2 


medical tests obtained during pregnancy detect a fetal abnormality 
may the fetus be aborted? Some Islamic scholars have indicated that it 
would be permissible in the presence of compelling medical evidence 


iegesting significant neurological and physical abnormalities which 


would deprive the child of a normal life." In such situations, each case 
is assessed on its individual merits by seeking expert medical advice 


and the opinion of Shari'ah Scholars. 


Contraception 
The Shari'ah permits the prevention of pregnancy for valid reasons 
for a finite period, through mutual agreement between husband and 


wife, An exception permitting unilateral decision by the wife is the 
determination that a pregnancy would endanger her life. Acceptable 
easons for contraception include the following 


* Pregnancy or parturition may adversely affect the health of the 


mother or endanger her life, as determined by a qualified 
medical practitioner 


* Sickness that would be aggravated by pregnancy 


* Desire for spacing pregnancies in the interest of the children 
* Young age of the couple who are unprepared for parental 
ansibilities 


onsibilities such as caring for a sick child 


verwhelming re 


r parents or grandparents 


* To facilitate breast feeding 


In addition, contraception is permitted for the couple who are 
concerned that they might resort to unlawful mea der to fulfill 
the family's needs because of the added responsibility of children 


Types of Contraception Permitted 


y birth control are permitted. Any birth 


Only methods for tempor 


sntrol method which could harm the body or is irreversible, ie 


a det 


results in he late 4 
irreversible h of these are 
permitted re reestablish 
fertility 
The rulings of Shar count all aspects of human ability 
Sterilization and weakness. Strict appear at first glance, on closer 
One of the purposes for the creation of the sexe P examination, these rulings are universally just and equitable, Islam 
to inhabit the earth. Sterilization inter f medion a requires the believer highest moral. standar 
also unnecessarily alters God's creation. The Shari'ah prohibit: that may unwittingly stray off course 
procedures that cause irreversible infertility or prevent pregnancy ded, Th ne of the reasons for prohibiting free mixing 
a permanent basis. Exceptions to th are f f men and women and other irresponsible forms of social liberty. It is 
An example is the case where an underlying car her di do me near shameful deeds, whether open or secret 
may be aggravated by pregnancy. This necessity must be established by 6, An An'sam, ayat 151) 
expert medical opinion. In the absence of a compelling re 
terilization onsidered a major si The statistics on abort are very disturbi yet they tell only a 
An argument expressed in favour of mass sterilization is t small part of the story. The effects, including emotional and 
perceived need for the containm {a predicted g lems, remain largely unreported. In the majority of cases 
verpopulation, This viewpoint is sponsored by some nat sf rion serves to remove consequence of irresponsible 
ganizations and is encouraged, and even imposed fi be deri published statistics, well over eighty-seven 
gments of society, in ur er individ percent of abortions v be avoided if the society were to accept 
motions nor the unce fe he family and implement Isl: for social and moral conduct. This is a 
industrially develo ntries, heal ha ted medical reasons and healt ns." In the absence of 
gnificant inf d childhood mortality fa lling evider any of these health concerns may not qualify a 
gnificant. and unnecessary emotional t Additionally, the is prohibited under Islamic law. Since Islam prescribes a 
vil jual arely possess t ‘0 haversial n \ e, there is built-in flexibility. If there is a 
rit ch practices disregard the rights of individua genuine need for termination of pregnancy, the individual situation | 
their bodi 4 are prohibited t r 4, and if certair y criteria are met, it is permissible t 
abort the embryo or fet ases, the permission f 0 


permitted 
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Chapter Fifteen 
Reproductive Issues 
with Infertility, Assisted Reproduction, and 
ay Surrogacy 


Infertility 


To Allah belongs the Si ‘arth. He 
whatever He wills. He giv He wills and 
whomeve will Indeed He is 
knowing, infinite in His power, (Surah 42, Ash Shura’, ayaat 49-50 


an age old problem, It is a disease that aff 0 ten 
ples w: be associated with significant 
and psyc morbidity.’ While enduring destiny 
and prayer, Muslims are raged to seek treatment 
». The desire to seek treatment f 
eption. I ouraged as newer treatments make 
ible by using the permitted by Shari'ah. For 
» suffering from infertility, the following statement of 
Prophet Muhammad # provides the hope for fulfillment of the joy 
and blessir hildren: 
. v r Hasan. K 


the cure, and He h permissibility of marriage (mahr: 


y status), al morality, marriag 
and children 


unnah of Prophet Muhammad a. Alll believers strive to incorporate 


ourselves medically, but and procreation are inseparable. In addition, marri 


unnah into their lives and marriage is encouraged. The Prophet 
advised: Marry women who are loving and are able to bear ch 


Assisted Reproduction M 


facilitates reproduc uples who are society. Proper upbringing 


ho. awarded a very al, revered status in Muslim 


This is a technique w f children is a religious responsibility, not 


unable to have children naturally. | al processes and st the exten: fa bi al function. Children are not only a 
procedures which are used in managi and include blessing and a nment in their parent's lives but also a test of 
Jepth evaluation of the infertile couple, induction of ovulat esponsibility.”’ A virtuous child benefits the parents both in this world 
aerat hoe acventing games iG dé embry and in the Hereafter as his/her virtuous deeds continue to bene 
In vivo a facilitates fertiliza in the female The moral and social codes of Islam require’purity and unambiguity 
reproductive tract (eg., intrauterine wratubal insemination). In th that each child must be able relate to 
n vitro procedures, the fertilization occurs outside and ited by marriage, According to the 
embryo is transferred into the uterus [ c ] y ta solemn pledge (misaakun 
transfer (IVF-ET)]. Additionally, several es may be used, which exc any third 
ermatid cells, injection of round spermatid nucle ytes, et me other parts of the 
In IVE-ET are harvested after ovulation and are fertilized by world, permitted under Shari'ah as it conceals the true identity 
sperm outside the body. They are allowed to divide for a few cy genetic lineage ar edity of the adopted child. For the Islamic view 
ind are then tra the uterus. The technique is inefficient marriage and adoption see Chapter 7, Marriage and Chapter 8 
nticipation that at least one sfully implant in the ut urists, medical specialists and scientists.“”’ The Islamic Shari'ah permits 
result in pregnancy. The unuse € either cryopreserved f a d reproducti vivo and in fertilization (IVF)) for married 
later use or destroyed. Some may be used f : 
pret = sciistadl i rapneeisiced acti ieatan halt 7 alarm Publications. F ia, (996, Hadith 826 
low as thirty percent pe nent cy! 
Islamic Perspective nea psi Pe f 4 May 201 
the soi cts, This includ y of li Tr 5 som Celt R 


couples under the following conditions 


* Only within a marriage (while married and not after divor 
or after the husband's death) and as long as no other party is 


introduced (sperm, egg, embryo or surrogate uterus) 


+ The egg is fertilized with the sperm of the lawful 


is put into the uterus of the wife whose egg was f 


ate) 


© (not into a sur 


* Since death of the husband or divorce 


contract, assisted reproduction is not permitte 


divorced wife or widow. This includes t 


erved sperms or embryos of the cou 


cryopre 
* There must be s 


ict procedural safeguards to protect against 


mingling or substitution of the sperms and f the couple 


with those of other sources 


Cryopreserved sperm or embryos 


The husband's sperm or embryos of the couple that were 


cryopreserved may be used only if the marriage contract is valid, ie 


they are not divorced and the husband is alive. Use of the husband's 
sperm that was obtained and cryopreserved prior to marriage is 
prohibited.’ Similarly, sperm obtained from a deceased husband may 


not be used. 


Donor Sperm or Egg 


Under Shari'ah, IVF is permissible only when both 


originate from a legally married coup 


a third person is considered a 


strictly prohibited. A child 


through the use of donated 


st of wedl 


sperm or egg is considered to be 
The thrust of thes 


rules is to prevent pollution of the family's 
genetic makeup and lineage by preventing the introduction of an 


side the marriage source. By prohibiting the use of third p 
game 


the Shari'ah keeps the family’s lineage unambiguous 


Multigestation Pregnancy and Pregnancy 
Reduction 


During IVF, several fertilized eggs (pre-embryos) are implanted 


(usually between two and four). This can result in a multiple fetus 


pregnancy which may pose an increased health risk for both the 


mother and the fetuses (spontaneous abortion, prematurity and 
associated problems).'" Aborting some of the fetuses is permitted by 


Shari'ah if there is a real threat to maternal life.” Pregnancy reduction 


in a multiple fetus pregnancy is not permissible if the sole indication is 
to improve survivability of the fetuses or any other perceived risk 
However, it is permitted to selectively remove unhealthy embryos 
that might cause death to others, if there is evidence to that effect 


This permission is based on the Shari'ah principle of choosing the 


lesser of two harms (akhaff ad-dararayn) and requires appropriate 


testing to determine which of the embryos is unhealthy and the 


involvement of experienced physicians in the decision making pros 


Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis 


defec tions, and hereditary cancers. Diseases that 
an be diagnosed include the trisomies (including Down's Syndrome). 


coup! 


hemoglobinopathies and hemop 
immune deficiency, retinitis p 

g term care of a physically 
extremely testing for parents and ot 
and rational, not only guides to a 
for t s." Thus, preimpl 
and also rejection (for implantation) 
Permissibility of preimplantat 
for correction of an abnormality re 
Gender Selection 
prevent several debilitatin 
Therefore, the Shari'ah permits g 
purpose, ie, where gender pre 
Gender selection fc edical re 
sf necessity (dorurah) ar dete 
basis.” In f, nothin 
actempt remal dance wit 

J, And everything with Hi 


Pregnancy after Menopause 


While men 


sal women can be prepared hormonally for 


pregnancy and childbirth, relevant health issues and risks must be 


given due consideration. There is nothing in the 


ari'ah that prohibits 


pregnancy after men as long as it involves a married couple and 


Shari'ah rules are violated. Surrogate pr 


ancy is not 


permitted 


Research on Fetal Tissue 


Research is permitted on us 


used embryos that were obtained 


during the course of IVF and are donated for research purposes, This 


requires informed consent from the couple to whom the embryos 


belonged and they may not be implanted into any body." Also sec 


Gene T Stem Cell Research 


ning and Chapter 19, Bioengineering: An Islamic Perspective 


Surrogate Pregnancy 


surrog gnancy, a woman carries in her womb the fetus o! 
another couple placed through IVF-ET. The egg and sperm may come 
from a legally married couple, or either or both may have bee 
donated or procured sperm or egg, to the party that initiated the 
IVF has become 
irae y 


his questic 


nile the DNA makeup of the 


Chapter Sixteen 


: area qaee Euthanasia and 
EY pare) ans Proxies Set ene es a Related Issues 


Introduction 


human body since it is extracted at the time of de 


of the dyin 


In Muslim belief, a person has no more right or « 


‘own life than he/she has over death. The time, pla 
death have been predetermined. Since only God gives 
takes it, any unnatural event which appears to have contrib 


individual's death, is purely a mean: 


God is ¢ 


improper that any human should assume 
very sick or an old person and take it upon him/herse 

terminate the life of that innocent individ ain and suffer 
sickness of injury, whether treatabl terminal, carries 
implication in the Muslim mind and contr t 
expressed interest in euthanasia (so-calle y k 

society. It is in thi text th mi in euthai 

be unders 

The Value of Life 

Islam views human life as being sacred and the value attached t 
goes tar beyond of an individ mak 
‘ontribution t way, Islamic values differ fi 


acceptable ntemp 
elderly and the sick are not perceived as a burden on the 
ciety.’ On the contrary, emphasis is placed ing for the 
(especially parents), widows and the These eff 
In Islamic belief, this worldly life tion pe T 
transpires in this life is in prepa 
this world is transient while th 

befalls them, Muslin 
M Kandhlavi MY. A K P te 


rseverance,’ for whateve! 


mission. Every suffer 


apparent in this worldly life. In this regard, Prophet Muhammad 


Additionally, th 


untability 


pro 


of view, euthanasia only expedites the 


ough it might n 


flicted with any harm, even if it were the 


expiates his sins because of that, like a tree sheds its leaves. 
which may include 


nishment. already begins in the grave." Thus, from the Islamic point 


and cannot be 


nsidered a mercy by any definition. The living can still pray for God's 


forgiveness but death seals the accounts. Islarr 


Euthanasia 


he word e1 { 
feath/killing the death of 

liness to end or suffering. As of 2 
three states of the United States of North 


everal Europe 


and Switzerland, 


at the individual’ 


decision may be made by a giver 


h 


Individual with 


America (Oregon, 


ember who believes that killing the individual 
(involuntary). Such a proce ay be 

aregiver such as a lethal dose of 
ving large doses of medications which 

individual ends his/her own life using instruc 
anslation and Me q skchari. MM Khan, K 

nv of Jami’ At Riyal 
T in ahih Al-Buk 


nibits even wishing 


nasia. means g death, merciful or facilitated 


008, euthanasia is legal in 


¢ (voluntary) 
vardian or family 


sd be in his/her 


ted through an 


g(s) (directly) or 
promise vital 


ns and material 
pt by the p o 


266 Grains of Sustenance 


provided by another 


Islamic Perspective on Euthanasia 


Say; Come, | will recite to you that which your Lord has made a socred 
duty for you: that you do not join anything in Worship with Him; and that 
you be good and dutiful to your parents, and that you do not kill your 
children because of poverty, We provide sustenance for you and for them, 
and thot you do not come near shameful deeds, whether open or secret. 
And you do not take life which Allah has made sacred (forbidden), except 
in the course of justice. This He has commanded you, so that you may 


understand. (Surah 6, An An'aam, ayat 15 


And do not take the life which Allah has forbidden,” except for a just 
cause.” And whoever is killed unjustly, We have given his heir authority 


(Surah 17, Al tyra’. aya 33) 


The above cited verse from Surah An An'aam which directs Muslims 
to be good and dutiful towards parents follows the commandment to 
the importance 
id and 


sick, who are the focus of euthanasia, are often someone's parents 


worship only One God.” This sequence emphasi 


assigned to parents. This verse is ever so pertinent since the 


Euthanasia, voluntary or involuntary, including assisted suicide, is 


stricdy prohibin 


ed by Shari'ah." Neither the individual seeking 
euthanasia nor any other person, including physician, caregiver 
8 
legitimat 
terminal illnes: 


ardian or family member, has any right to terminate life without a 


and justifiable reason, Old age, physical incapacitation, 


pain and suffering provide absolutely no justification 


harram Allah: forbidden or made sacred by Allah, This 


In the course of justice. For example, death senten 


urderer, for treason 3 legal and morally 


principle of just retribution, ie. death 


at is, do not ascribe divinity, in any way, to any 


M: Is Euthanasia Allowed in Istarn? L 


usin edumy/medules php 


Al-Qaradawi Y: Islam's Seance on Euthanasia. Last ac 


Euthanasia and Related Issues 26 


for killing a person. Indeed, killing a person only because he/she is 
suffering from an incurable or crippling illness, is equivalent to the 
killing any other innocent person, ie, murder. Islam considers 
unjustified killing a major sin. Similarly, suicide (including assisted 
suicide) is not permitted under any circumstances." Prophet 

Muhammad # said: A man wos inflicted with wounds and he committed 
suicide, and so Allah said: My slave has caused death on himself hurriedly, 
so | forbid Paradise for him. 

Islam recognizes that pain and chronic debilitating illnesses can be 
extremely difficult to endure. Therefore, it encourages the individual 
to seek medical attention for alleviation of pain and relief of 
symptoms. Enduring patiently and seeking help through prayer is a 
part of faith, Additionally, although difficult for the one afflicted and 
hard to comprehend for others, death which is not sudden has its 
merits for a believer. A sudden death may deprive an individual the 
chance for reaffirmation of faith and repentance. A painful death or a 
severe illness is equated with lessening of the burden of sin which is 
ried over for the final reckoning on the Day of Judgment. A Hadith 


states: The believer's soul seeps out 


Withdrawal of Life Support 

Life is considered sacred and the Shari'ah seeks the preservation of 
life whenever possible. Therefore, all available methods, including 
resuscitation, should be used in any given emergency situation. If 
ment and 


subsequent assessments reveal an absence of imp 
negligible chances of recovery (eg. extensive brain damage), 
resuscitative measures may be discontinued, Similarly, in irreversible 
coma associated with a severe chronic illness, mechanical life support 


and certain medication (eg. chemotherapy) may be discontinued 


A person whe commits suicide is punished in Hell-Fire perpetually reenacting the 
ide. The Translation and Meanings of Sahih Al-Bukhari. MM Khan, Kazi 
Publications, Lahore, Pakistan, 1979. Volume Il, Hadith 446, page 252 


MM Khan, Kazi Pi 


ations, 


The Translation and Meanings of Sahih Al-Bulha 
Lahore Pakistan, 1979. Volume Il. Hadith 445, p 


English Transl 
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Chapter Seventeen 


Organ Donation and 
Transplantation 


Introduction 


mok prohibition law the ssity is d by 
Scholars after a study tinen 

The human rier) troun' God sand thea 
with a responsibilty. The latter include 
inflicted or external) and the encouragement to pursue all p 
part of the Islamic faith and applies to al . ‘ 
Organ Procurement 
and organs may also be harvested from deceased individ 
atter is sub hari‘ah rulings which govern necessity a 
that certain preconditions be fulfilled. These ¢ 

; wa ab - 
Adon al : 
: eh 


estoration 


ble for a Muslim to donate blood, bone marrow. 
h as a kidney or a portion of th r, provided It doe 
e the donor's life or well being. Muslims are allowed 
gans and are prohibited from selling their body part 
sity. T ides skin and from tissue 
e donatio blood and the receiv f blood 
vere are ictions (ethnic, religious, etc) on the 
nated t's recipient 
f Jantation i prohibited. In the 
need for an orgai bsence of availability 
channels, with purchase being the only me f 
rgan, it becomes pe to pay for procurement of 
ansplantatic ad for transfusion 
df ansplantation gans which propagate th 
de, ie, the ovary and testicle.” A child bo 
h a transplantation will carry the gen de of the 
not be a true ical offsprin 
’ Medica 


Status of the Human Body in Islam 


“Thacher cay of tha 'hsonan boc fear ‘douth 
heart of the discussion on orgar tion ani 
adavers. While the brief discussion that follow 
basic Islamic perspectives also apply to other situat 
that occupy present world and media attention 
wutilation and killing of innocent: 

Islam views the human body as a sacred gift wh 
with respect both in life and af w 
Muslim or to a non: is prohi f 
harm upon him/herself, and for this very rea 
method is strictly prohibited 

The dead body must be handled gently and mut 
In Islamic belief, death occurs when the sou 
known whether thi cides with ceasing of a 
of life, le., beating heart, breathing or brain st 


pain and hear what is being said with the diffe 


respond." In addition, on the Day of Resurrect 
Concluding Summary 


by mporary Islamic Scholars. T t 
uli its organ donatior t fant. 
rsider it pr ted. This differe ni 
legant features of Isla a 
nowledgeable schol © ext 4 af 
f the sources of Shari'ah and the authoritativ 
arlier sch Their ar 
g I Shari'ah nes. Althi 
posite derive nthe bi 
cal di i d therefore 
ight. H hari’ah permits the individual 
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Chapter Eighteen 
Bioengineering 


Genetic Engineering, Gene Therapy, 
Stem Cell Research and Cloning 


Introduction 


laws 


While scientific advancements 


applications with pote 


technology and b 


policy which facilitates 
esearch while prohibit 


and the envi 


hat guide Muslims (Shari'ah and F 
adaptable and without temporal or geograp a 


derived from 


four sources, namely the Qur'an 


‘ophet Muhammad a), lima’ and Ijvhaad, The tw 


provide the vehicle for adaptability, The 


universally applicable. It is this adaptability which allow 
with any contemporary issue, irrespective of 
smplexity 
Genetic Engineering 

wed enemy to y 
desc at mai 

nism into anoth ugh molecu 
Applications of Genetic Engineerinj 
as been used in a variety of plants, microbes, insects, f 


also in humans. In the United State 


there is a significant 


acreage of genetically modified (GM) so; 


n, corn (maize), canola, 


d and cotton crop." Genetic modification of food crops is said 


to improve taste, nutritional value and yield, provide dise 


and a lo life, Other uses include the manufacture 


medicines, eg. insulin, erythropoietin (stimulates red blood cell 


mn activator (TPA) to dissolve blood 


tion), tissue plasminog 


jots, and drugs us 


in cancer and immunology. It is also used in 
research. In humans, it is anticipated to be applied to a potentially long 


ist of disea: 


s including the treatment of genetic disorders and 


ms of cancer 


Potential Adverse Environmental Effects of GE Products 
Secure methods for controlling or preventing the spread of GE 


products or their genes are lacking.’ GE organisms may survive longer 


than expected and there is the possibility of cross fertilization (and 


insfer of genes) with those occurring naturally, with the potential 
for unintended environmental and public health effects,"'" Long-term 


effects on the environment and humans have not been adequately 


assessed because of the relatively recent introduction of such 
product 
Like nuclear weapons, genetically engineered biological weapons 
etically k .A ky cl pracatend food 
Rice "My Potent! f rtarrination wit pproved, 
pillwww ucsusa.org/tood . ‘ imp net 
iapuscinski AR. Hallerman E M: Tranagent and Public Policy: Anticipating 
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g Kill Wh nthesis/Regene 8 (Winter 1999 
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a very serious threat to global security 


ism through sabotage of non 


Potential Adverse Effects on Human Health 


Absence of a strict GE product labeling requirement rai 


health concerns in the form of unexpected allergic react 


and antibiotic resistan For ex 


allergy.” Reports indicate Idhood allergies 0 
past decade. s ably coincidental, it para 
Gene Therapy 

that regulate body fun a gene is defective or alt 


that are unable to carry out their normal funct 


therapy is to attempt correction of the f function ca 
heep//abenew Jealth #=1179448 
PMFOOD | 
hat ip ite cra "i 
. 2011 
F a é 
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defective or missing gene by inserting normally functioning or corrected 


nes. This can be accomplished by using a carrier (often a virus) t 


new genes into the cells, These carriers (also called 


ors) are injected into the patient in need of such therapy. Another 


» use therapeutic cloning on a sample of 


patient's ce 


which are then returned 


o the patient 


therapy for somatic cell diseases is being evaluated for 


gle gene defects such as cystic fibrosis, hemophilia 


muscular dystrophies and sickle cell disease. It may have potential 


application in some forms of inherited blindness and deafnes 


nt of acquired disease 


such as ischemic cardiovascular 


hemato! Treat 


gical and oth 


F cancers. ment of inherited 


with germ line cells has als6é been considered, ie 


ion of 


ement of defective genes responsible for the transn 


ase to offspring, The latter would alter the genetic pool of future 


generations. Presently, gene therapy is considered experimental 


Stem Cell Research 


Stem cells are undiffere 


d cells that have the capability for 


ping into specialized body There are two main types, 


embryonic and adult 


Embryonic Stem Cells 


f embryonic stem cell is transient and 
the early phase of the development of the embryo. The 

the capability of maturing into all types of body tissue 

stem cells are extracted from the inner cell mass of th 

(human pro-embryo) after about five days (blastocyst stage). Usually 


4 during in vitro fertilization (IVF) 


are produce 


that are not implanted are either cryopreserved. 


4 or become the source for stem cell 


Adult Stem Cells 


Also known as somatic stem cells, these are self-renewing ce 


exist in all body tissues and produce the cell lineage of the tissue (or 
organ) in which they are located. They are used for the replacement 


of aging and damaged cells of that part 


adult stem cells include w, peripheral bl 


approaches are being 


behaving like 
enes through viruse 


adult cells (reprogrammed adult cells 


Potential uses of Stem Cells 


The potential use of stem cells include 


for researching 


of new drugs 


for replacement 


transplant reje 


diabetes, treat 


4 in bacteria, fung 


Molecular Cloning 


known as recombinant DNA technology, DNA cloning, and 


ning, it refers to the process of making multiple copies of a 


ined DNA sequence. DNA fragment that is to be replicated is 
self-replicating genetic sequence in a cloning vector (a 
jecule).”” This new DNA (re: nant DNA molecule) i 

then inserted into into suitable host cells for duplication. Recombinant 
DNA tech 


carrier 


ogy finds its use in the production of drugs, vaccines. 


research and 


ne therapy. 


Reproductive Cloning 
Also known as or 


inary cloning, it is used to make a genetic twin of 


another organism. Genetic material from the nucleus of a donor adult 


cell (somatic cell) is transferred to an egg that has had its nucleus 


removed. The egg is trai 


rogate uterus once it begins 


to divide normally after being stimulated, This process is also known 


as somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) and produces animals that are 


donor." Sin 


close genetic copies of it was first reported, this 


process has been used to cl 


several species including frog, fish 
mice, rabbit, cat, goat, sheep, cattle, pig, monkey, horse and dog 


Identical een referred to as 


man twins have also erroneously 


clones, As noted above, cloning does not occur naturally and is a 


procedure that requires external assistance. There have been some 


ts of alleged human cloning but proof has not been made 
available. Anticipated applications of cloning include creating 
genetically altered animals to serve tudy models for huma 
ases, genetic engineered animals (eg for th 
P fd for food. 
ning vectors th arry the foreign DNA includ plasmid 
gas R. King T} blast nucle 
eggs. Proc Ni 8:455-463,1952 


Therapeutic Cloning 

This is a ty 
grow biologically compatible tissu 
Healthy adult cells (usually f ne skin) taken fi atient have 
the DNA extractey 


nucleus removed. These cells are stimulate: divide, forming 

embryo (blastocyst). The his blastocyst are removed 

cultured and induced t a co mati p 

for transplantation to treat di 4 tissues and the 
copie pa Ww hf 


Problems associated with Cloning 


Presently, reproductive cloning is inefficient and ¢ 


animals have multiple problems such a promised ne 
function, high infection rates, tur rmalitie 
(from genome dysfunction), ge 
ardiovascular, neural and muscu we 


increased rates of mortality and d 


An embryo created through a natural union of sperm an 
working copies of genes from both parents. Imprint a process 
hemically marked so that there y one active copy (either from 
the mother or father) and the other is epigenetically ed 
Imprinting Isa ally occurring proce mprope 
then cause sever malic or 
Ir rental disomy, the off f 
sniparenta ny apie 
printing, may silence a with resulting loss of gene 
nedical is arental y and errors . 


printing are are 
the P W 

Defects related t 

cloned embryos. Some abnormalit anifest early while others o 


case, they have the potential to be passed on to future generations, 


This imprinting highlights the molecular/submolecular level intricacies 


ns that 


associated with reproduction and the importance of mechanis 


safeguard the natural process which cloning attempts to r 


Cloning Animals for Food 
Cloning 


process. As noted, cloned animals have demonstra 


animals for food and da 


y production utilizes the SCNT 


multiple 


problems and reports indicate, that despite an exhaustive search for 


possible causes, there are few clues. Animals thar survive the 
rmal. Fe 


studies have looked at numerous known paramet 


few 


months after birth, appear t aluation 


safety 


rs (from genes t 
hormone levels) and have reported not finding any abnormalities 


Although’ some 


sncerns about safety and ethics remain, food 


derived from cloned animals and their offspring h 


s been declared as 
being as safe as other fi 


Adminis 


Additionally, the U, S, Food and Drug 


ation will not require mandatory labeling 


Synthetic Biology 
This involves the application of engineering principles to biological 
research for the development of new biological systems utilizing 


(synthesis 


of new (artificial) biological systems [genomes 


circuits and metabolic pathways in cells and micr anisms (artificial 


M y led to U. S. cloned f y 0% 
accessed june 201 
The US FDA considers f 4 from cloned animals to be safe for human, 
we eat every doy. Fur h food does not 
- beling, FDA Consumer Health inf nuar 


genes)]. It also enabl 


systems to modify behav 


for other, new purp 


Chapter Nineteen 
Applications of Synthetic Biology 


Bi 


applications. They may be abl 


microorganisms have many 


Bioengineering 
An Islamic Perspective 


(biofuels), 


genes, and seek and destroy cance 


Potential Adverse Effects of Synthetic Biology 
Risks associated with this techn de uninter 


effects on human health and environm 


Knowledge as the Basis for Understanding 


of deliberate mi pment et 
toxins, resynthesis of know r a 
polio, Spanish influenza viruses, etc) or the creat those who do not know ever be equal ? 
pecifically designed and m vi r ut only d with insight keep this in mind. 
Additionally, the economi ns chat der 29, mar, ayat 9 
spon production and export of . 
manufactured as a result of Sy e suit of k for every Muslim. It is only 
ye o Oaaei rowledge that b f the beauty and wonder 
440, 94 ie and understanding that a 
fh x s is knowledge 
2 es ani rages research. At the same 
1 
Pm . ve life, human health well-being 
sant ularly one that is self-inflicted (purps 
r $0 mili ) . beneficial use: 
P 4 ruin t ow d od. F 


Harmony with Scientific Advancements 


The question at the heart of this discussior 


rmissible under Shari'ah? To make 


research and its application 


this determination, all iss source 
Shari'ah: the Qur'an, Sunnah lima’ and 
\jtihaad. The key to permissibility under the Shari'ah is do no harm and 
weigh the potential benefits (good) against the harmfi ts. Thus, the 


issues of safety and of fairness towar 


latter includes all of creation that inhabit th 
environment 
The Shari'ah is flexible, living and adaptable to all t In the 
context of scientific research, its objective is t ate a. fale and 
althy balance between the b and harms by facilitating the 
former and curtailing the latter ole gains particular significa 
because of the numerous remarkable b al and 
biomedical research. It fulfills the following 
reasoning 
* A true necessity is not bound by any laws 
* Avoiding a harm has priority over a potential benef 
+ A harm of lesser intensity is acceptable if it can avoid a greater 
* An individual harm is acceptable if it can avoid harming the 
general pub 
+ Harm should neither be inflicted nor re 
* The end does not justify the means and 
‘ data coten cl 
However, under 
his is in keeping 


which aim t 


benefits and detrimental effects, The determination of permissibility is 


made by the Shari'ah scholars working in conjunction with experts in 


the respective 


Harnessing Resources 


O mankind, eat of that which is lawful and wholesome (tayyib)’ on the 
earth, and do not follow the footsteps of the devil, for he is indeed an 


avowed enemy to you. (Surah 2, Al Bagarah, ayat 168) 


Humans have been making changes to virtually everything they 


ild in order to harness and 


maximally utilize resources, Since all 
things in the universe were placed at the service of man, it follows that 


developments and changes that enhance beneficial utility cannot be 


onsidered a deviation from proper use.’ However, there have been 


deviations from the lawful and wholesome in the utilization of resource 
dg 


also the use, of weapons of mass destruction (includin 


and kno 


Examples include the development, and in some cases 


thermonuclear, chemical, biological and electromagnetic). 


With the foregoing in mind, there is nothing in the Qur'an or the 


sunnah that specifically prohibits the development and beneficial 


utilization of biotechnology. Since there 


ists the possibility for 


countless applications, subversion for illicit or harmful uses is a 


quently, no blanket statement has been issue 


possibility. ¢ 


learned Islamic scholars and they recommend that each issue be 


evaluated individually, with analysis of its benefits, potential risks and 


established harms 


Before discussing some of the issues associated with bil 


and the consequences of the ications, attention is drawn to the 


the f which essentially predict events 


wing verses from the 
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that may be unfolding 
Satan, the persistent rebel. Whom Allah cursed, and he soid: | will take 
an appointed portion of your servants. And | will mislead them, and | will 
the 


entice them by vain desires and | will command them and they wills 
cattle's ears," and | will command them and they will change and corrupt 


er tokes 


Allah's creation (change the nature created by Allah). And wh 
Saton for a friend instead of Allah has 


rely suffered a manifest loss. He 
promises them and stirs up desires in them and Satan promises them 
only to deceive. For such people, their dwelling place will be Hell, and they 
will find no escape therefrom. —(Sueal 4, An Nisa’, ayaat 117-121) 


Genetic Engineering 
Safety of bioengineered products should be of concern to all 


materials used to facilitate repair and regeneration of all body cells 


(including those responsible for reproduction) are derived fr 


consumed products which have been exposed environment. If 


bioengineered substances are incorporated into genetic material and 


passed on to subsequent g 


nerations, it may alter the existing natural 
biological makeup. Whether the effects will be detrimental, beneficial 


or just tolerated through an adaptation process, can only be assessed 


In later generations through unbiased, independent studies. 
Even at the intracellular level, God created a delicate balance 


through inte 


of various enzymes and chemicals that exist in 


minute quantities. Removing one segment of DNA (deoxyribonucleic 


acid) and replacing it with a different one (as is the case in genetic 


Fy 
gile balance 


engineering) invariably alters that delicate and often fi 
The 


ndowed ability to adapt may well compensate for the changes. 
However, technology and scientific knowledge have not advanced to 


the level where subtle alterations in all interactions and 


ctions 


resulting from genetic manipulation can be identified and the impact 


accurately assessed, Thus, the effects of altering DNA may not 
be 


ne apparent during a relatively short observation period. 


There are als 


nvironmental concerns. Produce that spoils, does 


so under the influence of numerous microorganisms. This is essentially 
This refers to a practice among the pre-Islamic Arab the 
ears of certain animals as 2 distinguishing mark for 
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a process of composting which returns elements back to nature 
through a series of natural biological cycles. These involve other living 
creatures who benefit from the process. In addition, it contributes to 
the ecologic balance. Food that does not decay interrupts those 


natural phenomena. Many of the genetically engineered products no 
longer depend upon insects for pollination and may be engineered to 
kill or repel insects, disrupting naturally occurring cycles. However 
God had endowed living creatures with remarkable adaptability which 
may minimize many detrimental effects. 

Genetically engineered seed may have a terminator gene, Unlike 


natural seed which can be replanted to grow crops, the genetically 


engineered seed is for one time use, compelling the farmer to buy 
new seed each season. This creates financialyhardships for farming 


families. In India, this has been linked to a very high suicide rate 


an 


ongst fai 
With some known rare exceptions," genetically engineered food 


mers. 


products that have been allowed on the market have not shown 


short-term safety concerns, Long-t 


m effects, if any, remain to be 
determined. Benefits vary with the type of product and are said to 


include a longer shelf-life, improved taste, increased nutritional value, 


higher crop yields, disease resistance, etc 
Biomedical products such as those used in diagnosis and therapy 
(insulin, TPA, etc) have generally been very beneficial with little or no 
harmful effects. Consequently, based on currently available 
information, medical applications of genetical engineering have been 
approved by Muslim jurists.’ As newer products and therapeutic 


applications become available, permissibility of use for each one of 


them will need to be assessed individually. While this approach may 


appear restrictive, it provides an opportunity for the efficacy and 
safety of a product or therapy to be established before permitting its 
use in the general population 

Agricultural applications of genetic engineering are f 
a hazard to the 


rmissible as 


Jong as they are beneficial to humans and do not pos 
Jor SL, Townsend JA, et al 
yybeans. New Engl ) Med 334 (| |):688-6' 


adawi Y: How Does Islam View Genetic E 
mylmodules. phptop=modioadBn: 


n of a Brazil-Nut Allergen i 
1996, 


hetpes fin ‘ 
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present and also subsequent generations of humans, animals, 


d the environme 


living creatur i. Laboratory experiments, also on 


animals, are permitted if they are intended to provide information that 


may benefit humans. 


Gene Therapy 


Gene Therapy is approved by Muslim jurists as long as it remains 


within. the limits established by Shari'ah.” Accordingly, is should 


benefit the individual by preventing a disease, mitigating the effects of 


disease or provide a cure and inflict no harm. Restoration of altered 


genes or treatment of a genetic defect responsible for significant 
P, 


physical or psychological suffering is also permitted.” Prohibited is 


gene therapy that aims to alter the whole body or one or more body 


parts such as changes in appearance and/or color. Similarly, gene 


in ited. This latter ruling is 


ffspring is proh 


therapy to effect chan 
subject to reconsideration as additional research results become 


available and the absence of ill effects of such therapy are established. 
Below are excerpts from the statement at the conclusion of 
the seminar Genetics, Genetic Engineering, the Human Genes, and Genet 


Treatment - An Islamic Perspective 


The outcome and the conclusion from such research should not, however 


find their way into implementation bef 


¢ having considered in the light of 


ples an jolate these principles 


so long as they do not 


legal pri 


they should be permitted. Genetic science and alll its ramifications are, like 


any ather field of knowledge, encouraged and supported by Islam, and 


Muslim scientists should be at the forefront of 


earch and inquiry in this 


field. Furthermore, trea 


és specifically urged by Islam for hereditary 


Jaaghi AM: Gene Therapy: Islamic Rules and Regulat 
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as well as acquired diseases and ailments. This in no way conflicts with 


the Islamic teachi 


igs of perseverance and acceptance of God's will 
Genetic engineering should not be used on germ cells, due to certain 


reservations from the Islamic legal point of view 


Embryonic Stem Cell Use and Research” 
Permissibility of harvesting embryonic stem cell for research and 
disease treatment depends upon whether, at this given stage of 


development, the embryo. is considered a person. Islam permits in- 


vitro fertilization (IVF) where the embryo initially develops outside the 


uterus."* Without intrauterine implantation, its chances of survival and 


developing into a person are nil. At the stage‘of development when 
stem cells are harvested, the Shari'ah does not assign the embryo the 
status of a person, 

Hence, stem cells derived from surplus embryos (from IVF) may be 


s for 


used for research directed towards finding treatments and cur 


human diseases. Some scholars consider it be an obligation (ford 
kifayah) to pursue such research with the goal of alleviating human 


suffering,” This ruling is restricted to the use of those embryos which 


IVF and would otherwise be 
d 


ssive numbers of embryos 


were developed specifically 


nsent for use in research a 


destroyed, It also 


equires donor 


t creation 


requires safeguards again 
with the intention of using them for research. Donor compensation is 


prohibited 
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mitted as the destruction of 
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yous embryos would have been 
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Cloning Issues 
Verses in the Qu 
of humans. The lat 


cit about the 


eated from a sing! 


female," thr ne male and fernale flu 


h the mingling « 


embryo/fetus rests and develops in a womb." Additionally, it is only 
God who produces and reproduces the individual.” It is also know 
from the Qur'an, that man will follow Satan's promptings and cause 
changes in God's creation 

and | will command them and they will change and corrupt Allah 

reation (change the nature created by All 

The phrase ...change ar rt eation or change the nature 
created by Allah (fala yughayyi runr lahi) has beer 
differently, each addressing a particular aspect of creation. According 
to Ibn Kathir, it refers to changing the Fitrah, the intrinsic pure faith 
(belief in the Oneness of God, ie., Islamic monotheism) into which 
God has created mankind.” The meaning of changing the Fitrah would 


include deviating from the path of true ecause of wor 
allurements. Another interpretation is that it refers to alterations, f 
the purpose of making wrong and per use of t gainst hum 
jature and against their natural function 
+ Najm, ayat 4 
fd ( fer Hon of i 
ind female fluids carryi net ht fi 
23, Al Mu'mi ayat 13. " 1 
Bury) 3 
“ A: The Meaning of the Que'ar ° Lahore 


Islam prohibits human cloning.” According to Sheikh Al Qaradawi: 


cloning contradicts the di 


y of creation as Allah has created the 


on the bose of diversity. Human cloning only replicates the 
characteristics of the original. In addition, cloning contradicts the pattern 


of creating things in pairs since it de 


ends only on one gender, While 


dy cloning is prohibited, utilizatic 


the use of whole 1 of cloning 


techniques for the treatment of organ s 


ecific disorders (eg., of the 


heart, kidney, liver) is not only permitted but recommended. The us 
of cloned inf 


S as a source for transplant organs is prohibited 
Muslim scholars are unanimous about the negative social 
implications of human cloning including confused parentage and 


cont 4 


d family relationships, inheritance issues, af ther 


psychological ar 


Muslim s 


d social problems.” While prokibiting human 


loning, 


olars concluded that cloni 


was permissible in microbes, 


plants and animals, as long as it was for beneficial uses and did not 


violate the Shari'ah. The Islamic Organization for Medical Sciences at 


the 9th Figh-Medical Seminar in Casablanca, Mor (1997), 
provided the following statement 
Islam imposes no restrictions on scientific research, but considers it a 
religious duty and encouroges it as a means of understanding God’ 


traditions in His creation. However, Islam advocates that the doors of 


1 be left wide ope 


the application of the 


public domain without proper examinat 
Shari'ah experts. Not everything thot is practicable is necessarily 
plicable, but should be f any harmful effects ond in line with the 
rules of Shari’ah. Since some of th effects do not become 


ne loter consideration 


the issue sible 
Figh As Tenth Session, Jeddah, Saudi Arabi AH (28 
3 July 1997,CE), Resoluti 90/2/10 on Human Cloning, pp 209-214. 
, y g and Its Dany P 9 0 
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homogeneous society 


Common Islamic Terms 


Arafat 

Arafat is a plain which lies about twenty kilometers southeast of 
Makkah, Arabia. During Haj, all pilgrims gather here on the ninth day 
of the month of Dhul Hijjah, This day is considered the crowning 
point of the pilgrimage as God has promised to answer the 
supplication of each and every person who is present. 

One of the small hillocks bordering Arafat is known as Jabal ar 
Rahmah or the Mount of Mercy. While it carries no religious 
importance, this place has witnessed several significant historical 
events. It was here that Adam and Eve ¢: 


me down to earth after they 
were cast from Paradise. They were also on Jabal ar Rahmah when 
God forgave them, This was the place where Prophet Muhammad # 
delivered the Farewell Sermon (see Chapter 3, Muhammad #) 

Also see under Haj and Umrah, 


Ashura 

This is the tenth day of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic 
calendar. Thr 
this day. The Ark of Nuh © (Noah) rested upon the mountain as the 
flood waters receded and Musa # (Moses) crossed the sea ahead of 


e events of major historical importance occurred on 


the pursuing armies of the Pharaoh. In commemoration of the latter 
event, Muslims are encouraged to fast two consecutive days (the tenth 
and either the ninth or eleventh of Muharram) as a token of gratitude 
to Allah for delivering Moses and his believing followers from the 
hardships imposed upon them by the Pharaoh 
This day also marks a very tragic event in Muslim history. Hussein 

the grandson of the Prophet #, his family and other companions were 
martyred in Karbala (Iraq) on this day. 


Fasting (Sawm) (also see under Ramadan) 
During the month of Ramadan, fasting is obligatory for all adult 
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Muslims and children past puberty. Fasting is one of the Five Pillars of 
Islam together with the Shahadah, daily obligatory prayers, Zakat and 
Haj. Excused from fasting are those who have attained fragile old age, 
the sick, menstruating and nursing women, and travelers. With the 
exception of the elderly and chronically ill, all others must make up 
the missed days of fasting before the next Ramadan. 

The fast begins before dawn and ends immediately after sunset. A 
predawn meal (suhoor) is encouraged, The fast is ended with iftar 
consisting of water or dates or a light snack and supper is partaken 
after the Maghrib prayer. Each night, there are extraordinary 
congregational prayers (tarawih). Eid ul Fitr is celebrated upon comp- 
letion of the month of fasting. 


Purpose of Fasting 
Fasting during the month of Ramadan, for the expiation of some 
sinful actions or neglect is by Divine injunction, It is by no means 
unique to Islam as it was also prescribed for the followers of other 
prophets 
fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before 
you that you may become al mutaqoon.” (Surah 2, Al Baqarah, ayat 183) 


There are two aspects to the Muslim Fast. It induces self-discipline 
and facilitates self-purification, A part of the former is the physical self: 
restraint, ie., abstaining from food, drink, smoking and sexual 3 


tivity 
The other is spiritual. The fasting person must exercise patience and 
self-control in all affairs including business dealings, language and 
actions, no matter how insignificant these may appear 

Since the month of Ramadan brings immense blessings, actions that 
provide maximal benefit are encouraged, This includes all good deeds. 
spiritual devotion, charity, socially beneficial activity, etc. Importantly, 
these actions and activities serve as an initial exercise for maintaining 
such behavior throughout the year, as an ongoing effort for self- 
improvement. Fasting without observing the spiritual aspects is 


May acquire taqwa, ie. piety, self-restraint 


Istam prohibits extramarital sex and homosexuality 
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meaningless. 

There are also several non-obligatory fasts. These represent either 
the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad ® or of other prophets =. The 
sole purpose of observing these fasts is that of seeking God's pleasure, 
forgiveness and protection.’ Fasting may also be used as expiation for 
breaking a promise. 


Fatwa 
This constitutes an independent opinion given by a learned Islamic 


scholar on a religious or other matter, A fatwa is sought for unusual 


situations where a solution cannot be found through the regular 


methods provided by Shari'ah. It is a personal opinion. It does not 


lig: 
important distinction because Shari'ah p 


constitute a religious ruling and there is n ow it. This 


is 


religious rulings 
which must be obeyed. 
The principle source of guidance for Shari'ah is the Qur'an. If an 


und in the 


answer to a question or solution to a problem cannot be 
Qur'an, the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad » (the Hadith) is searched 
The third source is jjma’ or opinion by consensus, It is a ruling based 


upon the unanimous opinion and practices of the 
Prophet # (the sahabah) and also the 


nions of the 


f learned Muslim 
rth so 


guidance for the Shari‘ah is jjtihoad or personal reasoning. This is an 


nsensus 


the issues. The fo 


scholars after an in-depth study rce © 
opinion of Muslim scholars derived in conformity with the Qur'an, 
Sunnah and lima’ 

Also see Chapter 4, Islamic Law, Shari'ah and Figh. 


Festivals and Holidays 
Muslim festivals are both family and community oriented with a 


distinct social purpose. A spiritual event serves as the basis and is 


combined with social activities. To the casual observer, the festivities 
may appear conventional with food, fun, sporting events, games for 


wever, the purpose is to bring together people from 


Prophet Muhammad 


drink. Sunan Ib 
498, 


2. Ha 
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all walks of life, without segregation. Such integration is an essential 
component of the Islamic social order where ethnicity, social or 
economic status play no role. In different countries, often local ethnic 
festive customs have been incorporated. 

There are two main Islamic festivals: Eid ul Fitr and Eid ul Adha. The 
word Eid means to celebrate, day of feast, or festival, In addition to 
sharing the festivities with family and friends, provision has been made 
by Shari'ah, to extend the circle of joy and festivities to include the 
poor, needy and underprivileged. 

Eid ul Fitr occurs on the first day of the month of Shawwal, the 
tenth month of the Islamic calendar. This commemorates the 
successful completion of Ramadan, the month of Fasting (ninth month 
of the Islamic calendar). A special one time tax becomes due every 
Ramadan, This is the zakat ul fitr. The amount is roughly equivalent to 
the cost of a simple meal.’ It is due from every Muslim, irrespective of 
age and economic status. This money is collected during the month of 
Ramadan, and before the Eid, it is distributed among those in need so 
as to facilitate for them the joys of Eid. 

Eid ul Adha (Festival of the sacrifice) 
the Haj, on the tenth day of the month of Dhul Hijjah. This event 
commemorates the sacrifice of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) and his 
son Ismail (peace be upon them). 


‘curs at the conclusion of 


As a test of faith, God commanded Ibrahim © to sacrifice his only 
son Ismail ®.* Ibrahim ® told Ismail ® about the vision, to which the 
young child replied: Do that which you are commanded. Inshallah, you 
shall find me of the steadfast.’ As Ibrahim * readied his son for the 
sacrifice by placing him face down, God revealed to him that he had 
already passed the test: O Ibrahim! You have already fulfilled the vision..." 
and he was told to sacrifice an animal 

Thus, on the day of Eid ul Adha, a lamb, goat or other animal is 


2011 okat ul fitr 6 between 8-10 


Dus scholars 


the amount i detern 


may vary with chat 


ac © was born several years later 
Surah 37, As Saffae. ayat 102. 
Surah 37, As Saffat, ayaat 104-105. 


sacrificed.’ The meat from the sactifice 
portions: one portion Is given to t 
joy and celebration. The second 5 
clatives or it is served to the 
The third portion may be retaine 
anima 
th Eids begin with an early mornin 
is followed by a short sermon. A 
Prophet ®, every Muslim should au 
of the day is spent with family and 
traditional for Eid ul Fit 
Haj and Umrah 
those who can offord the journey 
Haj is the pilgrimage to the sacr 
an annual event which occurs di 
 Dhul Hijjah, the twelfth month of t 


f the five basic tenets of Is! 


Chapte 


Haj wa: 


the pilg 


Paadne 
the f 
ding 
hese 


al praye 


Umrah is als 


pilgrimage. This may be performed at 


any time of the are no prerequisites like those for Haj 


(see below). For Umrah the first three steps listed below are 


required (ihrom, twof ond 


While Haj is an obligation, certain financial requirements must be 


ne is permitted to embark upon this journey. Ir 


certain social obligations take precedence. These are 


The person inten 


ng to go for Haj must be able to afford the 


travel financially, as this may n 


be through borrowed money 


* The person traveling for Haj must be free from debt and 


financial obligations as repayment of debts takes precedence 


* Certain social matters also take precedence. Tending to the 


Ider parents is a moral obligation for Muslims and 


take: 


ecedence over goin 


for Haj, even though the latter is 


was Divinely ordained 


f ion of 


The following are the basic steps for Haj with an expl 


their significance 


* Doni hram before entering Makkah. Ihram refers tc 
both a physical attire and also the spiritual state of 
preparedness for Haj and Umrah. For women, there is no 


pecific dress other than the usual Islamic attire. For men, the 


ihram consists 


ow f unstitched, opaque, white 


cloth 


ne piece is wrapped around the lower body while the 


body. This cloth signifies 


simplicity. A similar cloth is used to shroud the dead body for 
burial.” During the state of ihram, hair or nails may not be cut 


In addition, hunting, killing insects, cutting trees, shaving, use 


of perfume, and sexual activity 


not permit 


* Once in Makkah, Umrah is performed at the Sacred Mos: 


(Al Masjid al Hor 


n). This consists of circumambulating the 


rains of Su: 


between the two hillocks, Safa and Marwa (sa’ee) 

* On the eighth day of Dhul Hijjah, the pilgrims proceed to Mina 
which is located about six kilometers from Makkah 

* On the ninth day of Dhul Hijjah, the pilgrims proceed to 
Arafat which is located about twenty kilometers southeast of 
Makkah. After spending the day in Arafat, they proceed to 
Murzdalifah to spend the night. Muzdalifah Is located about 
eight kilometers from Arafat 

+ The next morning (tenth day of Dhul Hijah), they return to 
Mina. Here they cast pebbles at the Jamarat. These 
three pillars erected at the sites where Satan attempted to 
dissuade Ibrahim and Ismail (peace be upon them) from 


insist 


obeying the Commandment to sacrifice Ismail (see under 
Festivals and Holidays, Eid ul Adha). Pebbles are ca 
three pillars, reenacting what was done by Ibrahim and Ismail 


these 


(peace be upon them) 
* The sacrifice of Eid ul Adha is performed (see under festivals) 


and upon completion of the Haj rites, men shave their he: 


(or trim the hair) and return 


wearing regular clothing 
Women trim about | cm length of hair. The pilgrims return to 


Makkah for tawaf and sa’ee, Before returning home, they 


usually travel to Madinah 


During the days of Haj, the time is spent in prayer and other 


devotional activity. Additionally, learned scholars from all over the 


world present lectures on religious topics. There is also ample time 


for social activity which provides the unparall 


led opportunity to 
Interact with Muslims from all parts of the world. At the end of the 
Haj, if performed sincerely and in conformity with the rules, the 


person eme 


s purified of all previous sins, just like a newborn. 


Imam 


Imam 


ans leader, spiritual and political. An imam is also the 


person who leads congregational prayers. During the early periods of 
arly khalifahs, the Head of State was also the 


imam. Later, with growth of the Islamic Commonwealth, the khalifah 


Muslim rule, ie., of the 
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retained duties of the Head of State and another individual assumed 
the role of spiritual leader, ie., that of the imam. 


In the Shia tradition, the original concept of imam continues, ie., that 
of both a spiritual and political leader. In the Sunni traditions, today 


this designation is retained for a spiritual leader, an individual given the 


responsibility for religious matters in the community, Mosque, or 
religious institution. This position is assigned only to individuals with 
appropriate education and experience. Historically, all prophets were 
designated imams of their respective peoples 


Inshaltah 

This means if Allah Wills. This phrase is very commonly used, for in 
Muslim belief, nothing ever happens without the’permission from God. 
The best of human plans cannot mat 


ialize without God's permission, 
therefore, every halal plan of action is prefaced with this phrase.” It 
rts an individual's subservience to the Will of God and 
Him 


also a 


dependence u for the conduct of all affairs. 
Isa (Jesus) 

Isa © is a revered prophet of Islam. Of all prophets and messengers, 
Jesus ® brought an explicit message about the coming of the Final 
Messenger of God, Muhammad # (see Chapter 3, Muhammad »). In 
the Qur'an, Prophet Jesus 


nd his mother Mary (peace be upon them) 


are described as a symbol of God's grace to all people (ayaotol lil 


meen)..” Muslims believe in the miraculous conception of Mary 


however, Islam does not assign divine status to Jesus 


The likeness of Jesus with Allah is os like the likeness of Adam. He 
created him of dust, then He said to him: Be! and he was. 


icates that which is permissible rules of Shar‘ah, 


referred to as ayoto! lin nas, 2 sign or symbol 
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The Messiah, son of Mary, was no other than a messenger, messengers 
the like of whom had passed away before him. And his mother was a 
saintly woman. And they both used to eat earthly food 


(Surah 5, Al Ma'idah, ayat 75} 


Islam 

Islam is the complete submission to God. It Is a way of life, 
complete and comprehensive code of living (deen). It prescribes all 
goodness and prohibits all evil. The word Islam is derived from silm 
which means peace, to be s: 
surrender. 

Also see See Chapter |, Islam. 


fe, secure, protected from harm, and to 


Islamic Calendar and New Year 
The Islamic calendar is based on the lunar cycle. There are twelve 


ths in the year. Each month has either twenty-nine or thirty days, 


depending upon the lunar cycle. The total number of days in a lunar 
year is 354, The emigration of Prophet Muhammad # from Makkah to 
Madinah (the Hijrah) mar 


s the beginning of the Islamic calendar. The 


months are as follows: Muharram, Safar, Rabi’ al Awwal, Rabi’ al Thani 


Jumada al Awwal, jumada al Thani, Rajab, Sha’ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, 
Dhul Qa'dah, Dhul Hijjah. Four of these months a 
Muharram, Rajab, Dhul Qa'dah, Dhul Hiljjah, 


sacred: 


Why do Muslims have a different calendar ? 
The number of months with Allah is twelve (in a year). So ordained by 
Him the day He created the heavens and the earth 


(Surah 9, At Taubah, ayat 36) 


While the wisdom behind the decision to use the lunar calendar is 
known only to God as it is per His injunction, there are some obvious 
practical benefits. This calendar is about || days shorter than the solar 
(Julian) cal 


dar which permits rotation of the months through the 
seasons. Thus, with passage of time, the month of fasting (Ramadan) 
and the Haj (Dhul Hijjah) occur during different seasons. If Ramadan 
were 


to occur only during the summer months, the days would be 
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very long in regions that witness the midnight sun, Additionally, fasting 
would be very hard in hot climatic regions. The same also applies to 
Haj. If the Haj season were to occur only in the summer months, it 
would be very strenuous because of the hot summer temperatures in 
Ar 
will be long while in others they will invariably be shorter, providing 
equality for inhabitants of all regions. 


bia. With the lunar calendar, in some years the days in Ramadan 


Islamic New Year 

The Islamic new year starts on a different date than the Christian or 
Jewish new year. Muharram is the first month of the Islamic calendar 
Since the latter is a lunar calendar, each subsequent year, the months 


‘occur about || days earlier. New Year's day has no special significance 


in Isla 


» other than it marks the beginning of the sacred month of 


Muharram. 


Jesus 
See under Isa 


Jinn 
Adam, the first human being, was created out of potter's clay. Eve 


was created from the body of Adam, thus giving all humans this 


singular origin (nafsin wahida). The Jinn were created from smokeless 
fire. Like humans, the Jinn possess intellectual abilities and a free will to 


determine individual paths. Furthermore, they have been endowed 


certain powers that far exceed those possessed by humans, Under 
normal circumstances, Jinn are not visible to the human eye, They may 
be seen by animals. One of the abilities of the Jinn is to transform 
themselves into human form, Like humans, they are male and female 


Jinns. Iblees (Satan) is from the Jinn. 


Ka'ba 

The Ka’ba is the first house on earth which was dedicated to the 
worship of the One and Only God of the universe. It was originally 
built by Adam and rebuilt by the Prophet Ibrahim =, together with his 
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first born son Ismail =." Itis a stone building located in Makkah, 
Arabia, This was about the site to which Ibrahim = brought his second 
wife Hajar (Hagar) and their infant son. Ismail. As people settled in the 
valleys around Makkah, the Ka’ba remained a center of worship, With 


the influx of pagans, dozens of idols were introduced into the 
sanctuary and remained there until the liberation of Makkah by 
Prophet Muhammad a in 8 AH (630 CE). 

The Mosque which is built around the Ka'ba is called Al Masjid ol 


Haram, which means the socred place of worship, Together, the Ka'ba 


Muslim sanctuary. There are 


and this Mosque are the most sacre 


several other sacred places in the region which are vi 


ed during Haj. 
of the 


The second most sacred Muslim sanctuary is the Mosque 
Prophet = in Madinah, the Masjid al Nabwi, The Al Aqsa Sanctuary in 
Jerusalem which includes the Al Aqsa Mosque, the Al Buraq Wall and 
the Dome of the Ri 
Prophet ») is the third me 


ck Mosque (site of the Isra’ and Miraj of the 


¢ sacred sanctuary for Muslims. 


Khalifah 
The Arabic term khalifah means successor or deputy.” After the 


death of Prophet Muhammad =, the men who were elected to be 


Heads of State as his successors were called Kholifot ur Rasooliliah 


ors of the Messenger of Allah). The shortened title, Khalifah 


aliph), has subsequently found widespread use. This title carries a 


specific implication. It identifies the F 


d of State of an Islamic country 
who governs in accordance with the guidance provided by the Qur'an 


and Sunnah, ie., Shariah, 


The four men elected to be khalifahs after the death of Prophet 


Muhammad = were also called the ar rashidoon (the Rightly Guided) 
Madinah, These were: 
Abu Bakr as Siddiq #, Umar ibn al Khattab §, Uthman ibn Affan 2, Ali 
ibn Abu Talib 3, Thereafter, the ce 


Damascus with the Umayyad khalifahs and subsequently «i 


and governed the Muslim Commonwealth f 


of governance shifted to 
Baghdad 


with the Abbasids, With the shift of the center of governance from 


Madinah, the khilafat (caliphate) saw a transformation into monarchy. 


History of al-Tabari. SUNY Pre: 


Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings 


The designation, Rightly Guided, stems from their commitment to 


continue governing in accordance with the rules and regulations 
established by Prophet Muhammad #. Since the death of the Prophet 
© had brought to an end all Divine guidance, all subsequent laws 
enacted by the Rightly Guided khalifahs were in accordance with the 
Qur'an and Sunnah. The position of khalifah was only that of a ruler 
and not that of a sovereign. Sovereignty is attributed only to God 
Reiteration of this position is found in the words of the first khalifah, 
Abu Bakr §, in his acceptance address: 
Obey me as long as | obey God and His Messenger (Prophet 
Muhammad s). When | disobey Him and His Messenger, then do not 
obey me 


Lord 
This is the usual translation of the Arabic word Rabb. As is 
frequently the case with many Arabic words, a single English word 


mmmunicate the full meaning. The literal me 


does ni 
include God, Creator, M 


nings of Rabb 


ord, Owner of the universe, 


ster tC. 


In Istam, Rabb is used only when referring to God. Unlike the use of 
the word Lord in Christianity for both God and Jesus ®, Rabb is not 
applicable to any being other than the One and Only God. In 


distinction, Allah is the name God has given Himself. Thus, when 


referring to Lord (Rabb), it carries the same meaning as Allah 


Madrassah 

A madrassah is a public school, an educational institution. The only 
difference between a European or American public school and a 
madrassah is the inclusion of religious education in the curriculum. In 
addition to religion classes, the madrassah’s curriculum includes 
subjects such as reading, writing, mathematics, geography, science, 
etc,, subjects that are taught in secular schools. 

The word madrassah is the Arabic equivalent of the English word 
school, Its meaning and implications are no different than what is 
understood by school in English, ecole in French, skole in Danish, or 


schule in German. There are hundreds of thousands of madrassahs in 


Muslim lands in all corners of the globe providing essential basic 
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cation. Unlike the managed media misrepresentations, 


ordinary schools, just like any public ivate 


States or Europe and are not as: 


activity 
Muslim 

A Muslim is one who has willingly and by ch e sub J to the Wil 
of God and follows Islam as @ way of life jlever (mu'min) is a 


person whose submission to God is 


hearted and complete. Also see under Muslims in Chapter |, Isla 


World Muslim Population 
Conservative estimates put the world Muslim populatior 
billion in 2009, « 


population of 6.8 billion.” Muslims live in all five continents ar 


uting about 23 % of the estimated tot 


are over fifty countries with a majority Muslim population 


Muslim Greeting 


As salaam u alaikum (may peace be 


gn you) is the universal greeting 


d by all Muslims. It is replied to b 


us y saying: wa alaikum as sal 


(and may peace also be upon you), 


This greeting is of nce. The meanings of m include 
peace, to be safe, secure, and protected from harm. This includes both 
inner peace and peace with everything around (all creatures, plants 
and environment, etc), A m is als f the Attributes of G 
and the word Islam is derived from the same root. Islam is peace 
seeks to instill that condition into every believer is repeated 
on every pertinent occasion and serves to instill the sne 
peace in every Muslim mind. The Prophet s encouraged it. He said 


Spread salaam amongst yourselve 


Muslim Festivals 


Prayer (Salat) 

There are five daily obligatory prayers. Fajr prayer (at dawn), Zuhr 
), Maghrib ( 
ning or night prayer). The time for Isha is about 90 minutes 


(mid day), Asr (mid afternc 


n after sunset) and Isha 


after sunset. Muslims are requires 


mplete these prayers at their 
stated times. Prayers are shortened and certain prayers may be 


combined while traveling. Menstruating women and the seriously ll 


(who are unable to pray) are exempt from the obligatory prayers 


While women do not have to make up the missed prayers, the sick 


are required to make up the missed prayers as soon as they are able 

The obligatory prayers may be offered individually or in 
congregation. It is preferable to pray in congregation even if there are 
only two persons. Prayer is permitted only in a state of physical 
cleanliness. During the prayer, the individual is before God. It follows 


1 prescribed routine which includes standing, bowing and prostration, 


The latter are in subservience to God and indicate humbleness before 


Him. 


Prophets 
Muslims believe in all prophets that were sent to mankind. These 
include Noah, Abraham, Lot, Ismail, Issac, Jacob, Joseph, David 


Mc Aaron, John, Jesus, and Muhammad # as the final 


ace and blessings be upon them all). The names of twenty- 


five prophets are mentioned in the Qur'an. All of God's prophets are 
revered. They were all mortals and none possessed divine powers. 
Whatever miracle any one of them performed was with the 
permissi d of Almighty God. With the exception of Jesus 


us © was not crucified, He 


all have died. According to Muslim belief, J 


was taken up to heaven by God and will return to earth and live 


ouple of decades before this world comes 


amongst the pe 


to an end. 


Prophet Muhammad's « Birthday 
The 
Unlike the Christian traditio 


us of Islam is on the Divine, U od of the universe 


e Prophet © is not a 


e birthday 
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holy day. However, it is celebrated with focus on learning about his 


life and teachings, ie., Islam 


Rabb 
See under Lord 


Ramadan (also see under Fasting) 
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. This is the 


month during which the first verses of the Qur'an were revealed 
tory for all 


Prophet Muhammad =. Fasting during this month is obl 
adult Muslims and children past puberty, Lailatul Qadr (Night of Power or 


Destiny) occurs during this month. This night is of particular 
significance because worship during this night is immensely rewarded: 


Al 


Lailatul Qadr is better than a thousand months (Surah fe, ayat 3), 


The exact occurrence is not known but it is one o 


d nights 
during the last third of Ramadan. 

Each year, during the month of Ramadan, the angel Gabriel * would 
visit Prophet Muhammad # and go over the verses of the Qur'an that 
had been revealed u 


the Prophet « died, Gabriel = re 


to that time. During the last Ramadan, before 


tire Qur'an twice 
Battle of Badr took 


the most significant events and a turning 


arsed the 


Ramadan is also the month during with 


place. This battle was on 
point in the history of the nascent Islamic community in Madinah, A 
well equipped, numerically superior force (pagan Quraish from 


Makkah) had set out to destroy the Muslim State. They lost the battle 


and the establishment of the Islamic State became irreversible. 
Safa and Marwa 

These are the names of the two small hillocks adjacent to the Ka’ba 
th 


Walking between these two hillocks is requirement for the Ur 


Historically, these are the two hillocks between which Ismail’s 


mother Hajar (Hagar) scurried back and forth seven times looking for 


help. During Umrah, pilgrims walk seven times between these two 


hillocks, in com 


emoration 
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Schools of Islamic Jurisprudence 

These are also known as madhabs. There are four Sunni madhabs, 
namely, Hanafi, Shafi'i, Maliki, and Hanbali, and the Jafari madhab which 
is Shia. These were established by the third century AH (about the 
ninth century CE) in response to the growing and diverse needs and 
issues faced by Muslims in the different areas of the Commonwealth 
They carry the names of the learned scholars who took the initiatives 


in addressing the issues and finding solutions 


Shirk 

Associating partners with God is called shirk. There are different 
levels of shirk. A major form is that of setting idols and icons as 
representations of God or assigning divine status to any other being 
At the other end of the spectrum are lesser forms of shirk which 
include things like giving priority or importance to material objects 
(wealth, business, etc) over and above that given to God, For example, 
routinely missing obligatory duties while tending to business and other 
worldly activities. 


Umrah 
See under Haj and Umrah 


Zakat 

This is the obligatory alms required of all Muslims possessing 
savings/property over and above a certain minimum, It is one of the 
five basic tenets of Islam. Zakat is collected by the Islamic State or 
other authorized Islamic organizations and distributed to the poor and 
those in need. There are several categories of individuals who are 
eligible for Zakat. It facilitates distribution of wealth in the soc 


providing for those in need and for alleviation of poverty 

Zakat is payable upon the net worth of an individual's assets that 
reach or exceed a minimum threshold (minimum wealth). It is_ payable 
in the amount of 25 % of their value. The assets must be in the 


individual's possession for twelve consecutive months before Zakat 
f 


becomes due. The home, furnishings, per apparel and means o} 


ation (car, truck, horse, etc) are exempted. 


transpo 
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Creative Terminology 
for Islam and Muslims 


Introduction 


terrorist groups.’ More recently, after t 


had settled in Oslo, and the shooting had barely 


simply poor and irresponsible journalism or is it purp 


The following will discuss a few of the creative t 


n for Islam and Mus 


media's popular lexi 


often illogical and betrays the user's ignoran 


Holy War 
Like Crusade, the term holy war finds its origins with Pope Urban II 
(1088-1099 CE) who pronounced that it was @ new remedy for humay 


in. journey for the remission 


sin” The Crusaders were the army c 


warriors were called pilgrims. U 
‘On 6 June 2009, The Christia M: 7 France 
‘rash? Two passengers’ names match those of Al Q: ‘ 1s say. But 
perts cauition that it's too early to tell f the link is leg 
peep www.esmonitor 0280B-usg 
Norway bombing, By Posted a PM ET, 0: 
herp washingtonpost.con > waybombing/201 1/03/29) 
£ DITI_blog hem! Last accessed J 
The Norway Ma d the nemus of a and Right-wing 
ptep:// www informa ringhouseinfora : 2 
Norway. Pi odward, 23 july 201 
ntepiliwarincont 201 1/07/23/t gel ‘ 

Against Islam - The Anti-Muslim Inner Circle, Act king Mi 4 
liners. R reinback, 23 ) 

The First Crusade. € P Ei a yivania P 998, 
e 16, ISNB 0-8122-1656. 

The F E ¥ Pennsylvania Press, 1998. 
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officially designated holy wars, Islam does not assign warfare or any 
other form of violence, the status of being holy. Furthermore, there is 
nothing in Islamic teachings or practice that can be likened to the 


medieval holy wars. 


The uninformed frequently refer to Jihad as being a holy war. While 
the Crusades were holy wars since they had been sanctioned by the 
Pope and the Crusaders were called the soldiers of God,’ when used 
for Jihad, the term holy war is given a negative connotation, perhaps 


reflecting upon a deep seat 


d guilt that the Crusades were not that 


holy after all. There is absolutely no similarity between Jihad and the 


medieval holy wars. Jihad is a struggle against evil, both inner and 


external. While the ex auld entail warfare, that 


nal struggle 


constitut 


s only a small portion and it is also restricted by narrowly 


defined guidelines. Islam considers the taking of any innocent life to be 
a major sin and the equivalent of a crime against all of humanity 
irrespective of the faith of the victim. It is stated in the Qur'an: ..who 
ever kills a person for other than manslaughter or spreading mischief in the 


killed all mankind,... (Surah 5, Al Maidah, ayat 32), 


be as if he 


ition, Prophet Muhammad said: Allah will not be merciful t 


who are ni i 


rerciful to mankit 


For an additional discussion on Holy War see Chapter 6, Jihad, The 
ine and Chapter 23, Crusades and Holy War 


Struggle to Self-disci 


Islamic Extremism, Islamic Extremist 


mism is ration. It is also defined as the quality or state of 
me; advocacy of extreme measures or views; radicaliser 
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary). Extreme is defined as existing in a very 
high degree: going to great or exaggerated lengths: exceedi dinary 
expected (Merriam-Webster Dictionary). And an extremist is 


the one who advocates extreme (or radical) measures or views (Merriam: 


Webster Dictionary) 
From these definitions, it is difficult to under 


such conduct has consequences. 


The blame is only against those who oppress mankind, and wrongfully 


ul torment. 


rebel in the earth. For such people there is a ps 


(Surah 42. Ash Shura, ayaat 41-42 


Islam teaches peace. Not peace at any price but a just and equitable 
peace. Peace through justice and equality is also longer lasting 
Sustainable peace cannot be achieved by giving up legitimate rights or 


through surrender to injustice and oppression. Islam protects the 


rights of the oppressed. As the final resort, it permits the oppressed 


to exercise their rights to secure freedom and justice. There can be 


no blame 


n the ind to injustices and violence that 


ims if they re 


are unle 


hed upon them. 


Islamic Fundamentalist, Islamic Fundamentalism 
In the cont 


tt of religion, the fundamentalist is a person devoted to 


following the fundamentals of his/her faith. Such persons are found ir 
all faiths. A strong belief coupled with an understanding of the faith 
and adherence to its virtuous tenets is a desirable state. This is 


particularly true for Islam because those who understand and 


conscientiously {c 


w the pristine teachings of Islam (ie, adopt the 


fundamentals) are undoubtedly amongst the best of mankind. Thus. 


anyone who is a true Islamic Fundamentalist can do no evil, because the 


fundamentals of Islam which include only goodness. ie., peace, equality 


fairness, kindness, justice, et all (mankind, animals, vegetation and 


envir others and the fear 


instill consciousness for the rights 


of God's wrath s 


ld those rights be violated, Consequently. if 


everyone were to become an Islamic Fundamentalist, the world would 


e, there would be no injustice, no usurpation of the rights of 


s, and the environmen 


no exp 


would be protected, to name just a few benefits. Thus, any negative 


notation that is assigned to this term is misplaced. 


Muslim, Muntakhab Ahadith. Ka 
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Islamic Terrorism, Islamic Terrorist 
Of the many definitions of terrorism, three are reproduced below: 

+ Violence against civilians to achieve political or ideological 
objectives by creating fear. The perpetrator may be an 
individual, organization or state 

* Any act intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians 
or non combatants with the purpose of intimidating a population or 
compelling a government or an international organization to do or 


abstain from doing any act (United Nati 


* Calculated use of unlawful violence or threat to unlawful violence to 


inculcate 


ir; intended to coerce or to intimidate governments or 
societies in the pursuit of goals that are generally political, religious 


or ideological (U.S. Government's definition) 


Acts of terrorism perpetrated by a Chris 


individual or group are 
ed by a 
Jewish person or group are not labeled Jewish terrorism. Similarly, an 


not labeled Christian terrorism. Acts of terrorism perpetr 


act of violence committed by individuals or groups calling themselves 
Muslims cannot, and must not, be called Islamic. The use of Islamic 
slogans by perpetrators of terrorism neither legitimizes their actions 
nor makes them Islamic by any stretch of the imagination. 

Islam is peace, Terrorism is at the opposite end of the spectrum, 
Islam and terrorism are simply incompatible, These terms, Islamic 
terrorism and Islamic terrorist are not only ill-conceived but also disclose 
the ignorance of those using them. 


In Islam, the prohibition for acts of terrorism and wanton violence is 


unequivocal. Islam forbids harming innocent people and it forbids 
oppression in any form. Even during war, noncombatant women, 
children, elderly and clergy may not be harmed. Besides, with the 
intensive activity of foreign agencies in Muslim lands, nothing can be 
taken for granted, ie., those who proclaim to be Muslim may well be 


otherwise. 


Moderate Islam, Moderate Muslim 


The term m 


jerate has been defined as: c on why te 


to extre jews and actions, especially in 


re professing or characterized by political or social beliefs that are 


not extreme or limited in scope or effect (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
The use of the term moderate Islam betrays the user's misplaced 


Chapter | 


in the existence of different grades of Islam (see 
Islam). Moderate Muslim is used to identify an individual who is willing 
to comply with secular wishes, to bend Islamic rules in order to 
appease and blend into non-Muslim society. 
There is only one Islam and it is a middle co 
As stated in the Hadith quoted earlier, the injunction for all believers 


se, free of extremes 


is to always adopt a middle, moderate, regular course... Had it been 


otherwise, Islam would have either been secularized like many of the 


other faiths or it would have been so difficult to follow so that it could 
not retain but a handful of followers. God says: Allah desires for yo 
ease: He does not desire hardship for you.” This is applicable to every 


obligation. 


Islam incorporates the teaching of all prophets, including Abraham, 
Issac, Jacob, Moses and Jesus (may peace be upon them), No matter 


how knowledgeable humans may become or how great their political, 


scientific or military prowess, they cannot alter what is Divine. It is 


mankind that must change to conform to God's Laws. 
Spread by Violence 


There an erroneous notion that Islam was spread by the sword, ie 


Sf 


by violence. This is false both histo 


lly as well as in the cont 


the present times, Islam pre 


ibes peace, justice, and tol 


ran 


There is no place for forceful convers 


nas compulsion in religion is 


strictly prohibited 

Historically, as with most other nations, wars were fought by 
Muslims. They were military encounters and not missionary in nature 
Many of them were defensive or preempti 


while others were in 


response to foreign incursions or call 


by oppressed native 
rbers of North Africa) 


ations (eg., Coptic Christians of Egypt, Be 


The acquired lands were neither subjected to loot, plunder or 


massacre, nor was 


pulation forced to convert to Islam. One of 


the manifestations of the 


is that virtually every Muslim country 


has non-Muslim citi 


Conversion to Islam was voluntary as the 


rah 2, Al Baqarah, ayat 185. 


ah 2, Al Bagarah, ayat 
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high morals and ethical standards embodied in Islam appealed to the 
local people. Furthermore, after the first one hundred years of Muslim 
rule in greater Syria and Palestine, only about six percent of the 
population was Muslim.” Fore 


version would have resulted in a 
much higher number 


The deliberate, misleading notion that Islam was spread by the sword 


also does not apply to the present day in which the world is 
witnessing a steady conversion to Islam despite sustained negative 
propaganda and the numerous military campaigns being waged against 


Muslims. 


For an additional discussion on this and related topics see Chapter 
|, Islam; Chapter 6, Jihad, The Struggle to Self-Discipline and Chapter 
23, Crusades and Holy War 


Violent Islam 

Violence may be defined as an illegitimate use of force or an excessive 
use of legitimate force. It is a worldwide phenomenon and may be 
perpetrated by individuals, groups, organizations or states. Violence 
has no nationality or religion. Historically, violence has been 


perpetrated in the name of religion (see Chapter 23, Crusades and 


Holy War) 
Islam is peace. Violence is not an Islamic phenomenon as there is 
no place f Wegitimate use of force in Islam, On the contrary, Islam 


specifically prohibits all injustices, oppression and aggression, and 
promotes peace, equality, justice, and tolerance, Therefore, the term 
violent Islam is illogical. The illegitimate use of force is also incompatible 


with Islam as it goes against its basic principles, There is also never any 


¢ of legitimate force 


must be differ 


permission for the e 
Viole ed abo 
right to self-defense by p 


as defin ntiated from the legitimate 


le(s) subjected to « military 


presi 


occupation, exploitation, economic and other injustices. Islam 


prescribes restraint and patience but it also permits legit 


defense against oppression, aggression and injustices. That is a right 


which has also been officially recognized by the rest of the world 


through the United Nations. For 2 


additional discussion on this topic 


der islam. Tr 


sb argues P dy Mab 


BT ishers, London, 1997. Ps 


in Chapter 24, Suicide, Killing and Wa " salt sh do 
Concluding Summary : 
eternal bliss in Paradise. It is clearly established 
The reverse ical 
opie’ prsheamie’ ailolou cgay cial 2 what is by be c wing the letter and spir 
with differe f fait 2 f 
While me with find themse believer a to d fe hese deeds are clearly and 
takably identified by God 4is Pro and are defined i 
going about their busine 2 peaceful manner, th t = : 
attempt to impose their views and doctrines uf The late whe : : Hes lie) cred Malate 
ven governments, The forceful imposition of one set of value {sal f 
thers carries the exa implications, whethe wil : 
Anyone, including all non-Muslim ps, goverr 4 sp ae 
prohibitir pping it. Therefore, any activity ca 
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Islamic History 


Historical Dates 


t from Y 
8 : ff 
1 Mu adec| 
i y pia) t 
f Abu Talib, the Prophi 
AH) 


Y Lathe 1566 
809 CE) became the Khalifa canst 
' 

‘ 
1956 


is by Mai 


Salahuddin Ayyubi 


at in Palestine 
esia. (slam first c 


im ruler of Mali 


for Louis IX of France 


f Englar 
ame under Tui 

p F 
hal E f | 


juke Sultan Mahr 


1914-1918 First World War 
1918-1922 Partition of the Ottoman Empire into 


ries, Syria and Lebanon came under France, the 


British controlled Iraq and Palestine. Further 


partitioning of Palestine to create Jordan. Installation 


of monarchies in the newly created Arab countries 


1923 Turkish Republic declared by Mustafa Kemal 

1939-1945 Second World War 

1941 Anglo-Russian invasion of Iran to secure Iraniar 
oil fields and supply lines, Shah forced to abdicate 

1944-1947 Independence of Jordan, Syria and the new 


Islamic State of Pakistan 
1953 Coup facilitated by the C.1A. toppled the elected 

franian government of Mohammad Mossadegh in 
fields 


response to the nationalization of the Ir 


1951-1962 Independence of several Mediterranean-North African 
countries 
1962-2011 Independence fram colonial rule for several other 


Muslim countries. Wars for the reoccupation of Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Libya 


First Islamic State 
After the emigration in 622 CE (The Hijrah), Prophet Muhammad 
established the first Muslim State in Madinah, Arabia. After his death, 


there were four Kh 


hs. These were from 


and are also known as ar Rashidoon, the Rightly Guided 
Abu Bakr as Siddiq » (632-634 CE) was the first Khalifah after 


the death of Prophet Muhammad #. He was e 


companions 


.cted to this post by 


consensus of the people of Madinah. He died at the age of 63, after a 


short illness. 
Umar ibn al Khattab » (634-644 CE) was 
Khalifah after the death of Abu Bakr ¢. He died at the 


as the second 


of 61 years, 
Khalifah 


islamic Histo 


Uthman ibn Affan = (644-656 CE) was elected Khalifah after 
the death of Umar ibn al Khattab s. He was also a son-in-law of the 
Prophet 

Ali ibn Abu Talib = (656-661 CE) was elected as the fourth 
Khalifah, Ali 3 was the first cousin of the Prophet ® and also a son-in- 
law by virtue of his marriage to Fatima’ #, the Prophet's ® youngest 
daughter 


Also see und n Islamic Terms and 


Khalifah in Chapter 20, Comm 


their Meanings. 


The Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphates 

After the death of Ali ibn Abu Talib “2, the administrative 
responsibility of the Muslim Commonwealth was taken over by the 
Umayyads. The Umayyad caliphate (661-750 CE) had its capital in 
Damascus. By the end of this period, Islam had spread from the 
Atlantic Africa to western China, The Umayyads were 
succeeded by the Abbasid Caliphs, who ruled from 750 until 1258. 
Their capital Baghdad became a center for culture and learning with its 


s and oth al institutions such as the 
of Wisdo 


s such as: al-Khwarizimi who coined the term algebra 


libraries educat 


Boyt al Hikma (House 


and produced a large number of 


great schi 
[(Arabic al jabr), derived from his work Al Kitab al mukhtasar fi hisab 
al-jabr wal muqabala], o/-Kindi, ibn Qurra, al-Forghani (Alfraganus), Bonu 
Musa, and ab-Farabi (Alpharabius). 


The authority of the Abbasid Caliphs gradually waned, giving rise to 
smaller, powerful sultanates and principalities. The Abbasid caliphate 
ended in 1258 with the destruction of Baghdad by the Mongols. The 


Mongols subjected the city to barbaric massacre and widespread 


destruction. The city was rampaged for about six weeks and 


everything was burned to the ground, It is estimated that over one 
and a half million people perished. The Mongols continued their 
rampage westward into Syria and the mediterranean coastal regions 
until they were stopped in 1260 at Ain jaloot, Palestine 


lence for the study of the humanities and 


While the Abbasids ruled the middle east, the Umayyads established 


themselves in Spain, bringing to it a golden age. Cordoba, the capital of 
Muslim Spain, became one of Europe's greatest cities for culture and 


rning, The nearly eight hundred year Muslim rule ended with the fall 


of Granada in 1492. During this period, Muslims intellectuals made 
immense contributions to advancements in many fields, including the 
sciences, medicine and philosophy, and to the renais of Europe 
In essence, Islam brought what is called “freedom and democracy” to 


Europe which had been in its dark aj 
In the following are the names of a few of the notable Spanish 
Muslim intellectuals, 
Abu Ishaq Ibrahim al Zarqali (1029-1087 CE) of Toledo 
(also known as Arzachel). A leading Muslim mathematician, inventor 


sremost astronomer of his time. His works included the 
The Latin 


and 


compilation of the first almanac (Almanac of Azorgu 


translation and adaptation of his work became the Tables o 
Abu al Qasim Khalaf ibn al Abbas al Zahrawi (936-1013 
CE) (also known as Albuca 


Renown surgeon and inventor also 
referred to as being the Father of Surgery 

Abu Muhammad Ali ibn Ahmad bin Said ibn Hazm 
(994-1064 CE) of Cor 


theolo, 


ba. He was a philosopher, psychologist. 


an, and historian, 

Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn al Sayigh at Tujibi 
ibn Baja (1095-1138 CE) of Zaragoza (also known as Ibn Bajjah, or 
Avempace). A leading scientist. ast 


omer and philo’ 


pher whose 


‘ation and the law of 


achievements include the definition of the law o 


reciprocal actions. The latter forms the basis of what is known as 
Newton's thied law of motion. 

Abu Marwan Abdal Malik ibn Zubr (/091-116! CE) of 
Seville (also known as Avenzoar or Abumeron). He was a notable 
physician, parasitologist, and 


ducator. He is credited as being the 


pioneer of experimental surgery. His numerous achievements include 
R: History of Medi 
Heart Views Dec 2006-F 


hrawi (Albucasis) - father of s 


islamic History 


the establishment of surgery as an independent specialty and the 
establishment of a supervised training program for surgeons similar to 
today’s residency training programs.’ He is also credited with first 


application of surgical tracheotomy for the emergency management of 


upper airway obstruction and the use of inhalation anesthesia for 
surgical procedures.” 

Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Abd al Malik ibn 
Muhammad ibn Tufail al Qaisi al Andalusi (| /05-/ 185 CE) 
of Guadix (also known as Ibn Tufail or Abubacer). He was writer and 
philosopher whose thought and works significantly influenced 
European literature and philosophy. His novel Hayy ibn Yoqzon 
(translated as Philosophus Autodidoctus) may have been the first 
philosophical novel ever written, His works distinctly influenced, and 
may also have served as a template, for the writings of some, including 
Defoe (Robinson Crusoe), Kipling (The Jungle Book), and Rousseau 
(Emile). 

Abu al Walid Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Rushd (/126- 
1198 CE) of Cordoba (also known as Averroes). He was a notable 
Spanish Muslim scientist [master mathematician, physicist, astronomer 
(celestial mechanics)}, physician, and philosopher. Ibn Rushd was the 


first to suggest the presence of photoreceptors in the retina and also 


ascribed to it the function of sight. His works influenced the likes of 
Thomas Aquinas and Johannes Kepler 

Nur al Din Ibn Ishaq al Bitruji (died ca. |204 CE) of Seville 
{also known as Alpetragius) was an astronomer and philosopher. 


car) to the progress of surgery. 
Med J 2005;26(9):1333-1339, 
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Chapter Twenty-Three 


Crusades and 
Holy War 


The Original Holy War 
y Wor, like Crusade, was the brainchild of Pope Urban Il (1088 


r and unite the 


idate pap 


f Europe, he embarked ninous plan. 


false and malicious propag: 
ing Jerusalem, he skillfully rallie 


vasion and occupation of Jerusalem and 

A systematic vilificat f Mi was initiated with 

fabrication of horror tales about the treatment of Christians. His plans 
eded in inciting the faithful again: 


e told that the journey to free 


Christians 


ansolidate 
Excerpts from t 


utter) 


uabbles. Let the ainst the infidel and fight a r 


go instead 


war. God himself will lead them, for they will be doing His work. There 


will be absolution and remission of sins for all who die in the service of 


Here th 


and miserable sinners; there they will be rich 


they must march next summer 


For an additional dis 


an this topic see Chapter 6, Jihad, The 


Termine 


y for 


f-Discipline and Chapter 


Islam and Muslims. 


The Crusades 


First Crusade 1095-1099 CE 
Second Crusade 1147-1149 CE 
Third Crusade 188-1192 CE 


h Cr 


venth Crusade 1 50 CE (Louis IX of France) 


hth Crusade 270 CE (Louis IX of Franc 


Ninth Crusade 271-1272 CE (Edward | of England) 


derived from crucesi 


ch centuries. Unacknowledged ar 


d 


the guise of 


terroris racy, etc. The latter day crusades unfold i 


xactly the same fashion and also place the blame squarely upon the 
The medieval Crusades were a series of Christians holy w 


ampaigns in the mid Syria, Palest 


and later spread to Egypt ted in Europes 


occupation of the conque ablishment 


ti which means those 


re nine medieval Crusades from the 


Crusader conquest of Jerusalem 


995 CE onto ta 
492 AH), d 


Muslim Conquests of Jerusalem 


The conduct of the Muslim conquerors of Jerusalem st sharp 
Muslim armies had defeated the numerically superior Byzantine armic 
the Battle of Yarmuk (Syria) in 6 Subsequently, they 
besieged Jerusalem. The citizens of Jerusalem agreed to a surrender 
vided the Khalifah, Umar ibn al Khattab #, himself oversaw the 
This was a very significant and a calculated request. The 
eriod of Umar ibn al Khattat phate is also known as The Period 
f Justice. T qu Jmar # to personally oversee the 
Jmar al Kt veled from Madinah to Jerusalem and 
accepted the surrender in 637 CE (16 AH). Entering Jerusalem, the 
Khalifah accompanied by the Greek Orthodox Patriarch, While 
visit h ¢ Holy Sepulchre, it became time for praye 
The Patriarch invite nar ® to pray in the Church, However, he 
declined and instead went out of the Church to pray. This foresight on 
his part prevented his foll from taking over the church. Had he 
prayed inside the church, Muslim J have built a mosque at that 
nesty roclaimed and there w bloodshed, no rape 
protected under each very succe Muslim administration 
This example was followed by Salah Ayyubi din) wh 
k Jerusalem from the Friday, 27 Rajab 583 AH 


7 CE). With the surrender of Jerusalem to Salahuddin, thous ould have protected them. Not even women and children were spared, 
f enemy combatants were arrested. They were released after The city’s Jews sought refuge in th 
payment of tribute, some of which came with the Crusaders. Raymon 
funds, TI hing to leave cit piles of heads d feet” on 
pa revenge taking, killing, wv d body if they were 

There was tolerance and re ther fa d by ithodox Chr ints and th 
Islam, The Jews, who had been evicted by the Crusade vited 

ck and the Jewish places of worship were rebuilt. This t and History shows th n th Jerusalem had been under Muslim 
accommodation included the Latin tians and was exercised by ule since CE, Christian pil were not restricted from visiting 
iccessive Muslim rulers of Jerusalem, Until 1948, the followers of a the city. Christian of worship were safe under all Muslim 
faiths lived in peace and harmony administrations. The Crusades destroyed the mutual respect, harmony 

and peaceful coexistence that existed between Muslims and Christian 


Christian and Muslim Occupation of Jerusalem: a Viewed by the f their original purpose, the Crusades were fo 


comparison ey n perm ests of the Holy Land. They did not 
iests had posses f th f The Holy jastene q They also reveale continuing in f 
tian and places of worship had not bee atin Christ understand Greek Christians, and they hardened the 

re evicted from the city after having corer ; tual resp y were ma marred, by a recrudescence of 

Muslims were m ven sparin wome } At Homs the large church provided shelter for the service wv 

from the historian Raymond d'Aguile im and Jewish places of jt f susp they d, ti proce e 4 

( 4 dese Abraham #. J Arthur Mcf 

writ Holy War in Perspective 


of @ penitential and spiritually meritorious act p 


and thus the Holy War was born. 


There is nothing in Islamic teachings and prac 


to holy war. Calling Jihad a holy war is not only an absurdity but 


betrays ignorance. Unlike the Crusades, which were designated holy 


wars, Islam does not assign warfare the st: f being holy. It 


considers war to be a dec 


ething that s! 


Islam conditionally permits warfare, it alsc 


made to avoid it. Warfare is only an act of nece 


permitted under the aegis of Jihad only for sp 


forth strict preconditions (see Chapter 6, ji 
Discipline) 


Jihad is a unique and unquestionably noble wi 


purpose of striving for overall goodness which benefit: 


manki 


It is primarily an inner struggle of the individual for betterment in 


affairs, religious and worldly. This involves following the principles of 
Islam and by avoiding everything that is evil and doing and encouragi 
everything that is good: living a life of morality, honesty, integrity, 
fairness, exercising compassion for others and doing general goodnes: 
Jihad is the purification of the self to make every action acceptable and 
pleasing to God. It pursues the true meaning of Islam, ie., submission t 
the Will of God, which is the ultimate goal of every believing woman 
and man. Jihad cannot be linked to holy war, even remotely. 


For an additional discussion on this topic see Chapter 6, 


Struggle to Self-Discipline and ( 
Islam and Musti 


Concluding Commentary 


Surely We created man of the best stature. Then 
the lowest of the low, Except those whe nd di and 
{5 a unfailing reward. (Surah 95, At Tin, ayaat 4-6 
The pre et by Urban Il was followed by others, beginning 
with the quent medieval ades to Palestine, the Spanish 


4 


Inquisition, the national-socialistic movement leading to the Second 
World War, the Serbian genocide. 
crusades. Amazing is the unabashed use 


the twenty-first century 


the same terminology, ie 


crusade, and replication of the conduct of the medieval Crusaders with 
no less intensity, 

Islam strictly prohibits torture of the living and mutilation of the 
dead. History confirms that people of other faiths have lived in peace 
and harmony under Muslim rule. This is no coincidence. Muslim rulers 
had 
Muslims. The magnitude of destruction or de: 
s 


abide by strict Islamic laws dictating conduct towards non 


ecration of edifices 


red to Muslim during the Crusades, the Serbian genocide, Afghan 
and Persian Gulf wars has 


> parallel in Muslim history. Islamic law 


prohibits the desecration o} Muslim places’of worship. There are 
hundreds of churches with tall spires scattered throughout the Muslim 


world where Christian still live or once lived. No indigenous or 


naturalized Christian was ever prohibited from building a church 


However, there is often no reciprocity for Muslims who are citizens 


of predominantly Christian states 

Islam reveres all prophets that were sent by God to guide mankind 
As recipients of earlier Scriptures, both Jews and Christians are 
b or Peo} 


assigned a privileged status. No Muslim ever calls a Christ 


infidel 


referred to as Ahi al k le of the Book, and as such, they are 


n or Jew an 


1 unbeliever since they believe in the same God, the Creator 


and Owner of the universe 


Additional Reading 
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Chapter Twenty-Four 


Suicide, Killing and War 


Introduction 
the | fe 
' 
Life life i he pur 
2 \ 
Jef c vidual, gr 


account for each and every action, dreading t 


consequen 
wrongdoing, especially towards others, that makes a believer carefully 


choose a path which avoids even to the possibility of a 


wrongful action 


J each one of them will come to Him (G 


Your Lord is best aware of those wh 


who are rightly guided. (Surah 68, Al Qalam, ay 


Persons involved in killing or other forms 


systematic v 


causing destruction of life and property may justify their intentions and 
their actions through a process of rationalization, However, thr 
acts of injustice, indiscriminate violence and terror, they become 


renegades, deviating from pristine nature in which man was created 


le., the fitrah 


Religious Extremism 


When attempting to identify religious extremism, several factors must 
be taken into consideration, especially when the focus Is on people in 
foreign lands. Language barriers, an alien culture, and unfamiliarity with 


their religious practices increase the likelihood for m 


of expression. Furthermore, the Westerner is 


the exhibited religious devotion and is unfamiliar with its implication 
which may al to misinterpretati th 
intensity or the lack a ‘one 
attempting judgement be factored int analysis as it 


inherently biases the oj 


In the context of 


us extremism really 


a manife f ex t human behavior under th of 
religion? Those wed with a true knowledge of Islam can never be 
extrem sh ibes humility, distances a person fror 
every extreme and teaches re e for diversity « 
pinions and beliefs. An example is foun e founding scholars 


s Abu Hanifa, Shafi 


Malik and Hanbal (may God's Blessings 


e upon them). Each one of 


those imams was a very learned scholar and accepted the opinions of 


the others while maintaining his own. 


By definition and by requirement, Islam is peace and a middle 


course. It discourages extremes in behavior as well as in religious 


observances, Prophet Muhammad # said: Thase who go to extremes are 


Joomed.* Furthermore, there cannot be any compulsio 


in religion nor 
imposition of one’s belief upon others. Therefore, regardless of the 
fervor of belief of an individual or group. it may not be imposed upon 
others 

In light of the foregoing, who are the so-called religious extremists? 
Are they the learned scholars (ulema), educators or students in 
schools, colleges and universities, imams at religious institutions, 
farmers, members of the Muslim militaries, or the hundreds of millions 
of 


her ordinary perse s and walks of life 


as in different profes 
who observe their religious duties conscientiously? While none of 
these people qualify for this media propagated distinction, much of the 


tern countries and south Asia 


ongoing violence in several middle 
continues to be attributed to “Islamic extremists” by the media and 
those directing it. An analysis of the facts shows otherwise 

tremism by W 


What is por 


rayed as being religiou ern me 
the expression of a certain type of human behavior that uses religion 
as a front to achieve its goals, political, social, or otherwise. It is by no 
uliar to M 


rarely, if ever, motivated by genuine religious beli 


means lims. Those pursuing acts of “extremism” are 


understanding of the religion they profe 
particularly true for Islam and it may or may not have the same 


applicability for other faiths 


Those tasked with carrying out the actual acts of violence in pursuit 
of “extremist” beliefs are unfortunate, often uneducated, and 


misguided individuals who understand little, if anything, about the 


s of their act 


specially for th 


consequen Ives 


ns 


any 


historical and also recent events have shown, such ordinary persons 


Violence in Perspective 


n the Day wien ev 


nplex, multit 
ywhere a 
also state 
‘emost desi 


problem with 


legitimate self defense, 


g to fol lertake a critical 


tion because he/s 


ff course as the actions betray 


their convictions. Furthermore, many of the acts of violence 
beir ted in the name of Islam are against innocent Muslin 
That is simply incompatible with Islam and the prescribed behavior for 


Muslims. A Hadith from Prophet 


uhammad # states: Whoever take 


ies, the reason for the spate of violence observed 

past decade or two appears to be twofold. The pc lor 

f vast natural re es has enticed the neocolonialists who seek t¢ 
reoccupy or dominate those regions for control of the resource 
Many of these Muslim countries also find themselves in strategic 
geographic locations. Secondly, there is an absence of a true central 


f foreign influence, which genuinely 


ety In accordance with Shari'ah with 


esources and national wealth H 


aws and practices that run contrary 
tion. The majority of Muslims would 

welcome the e ent of the Shari'ah a main source of law 
It provides speedy and equitable ruli inlike the protracted 

mplex Western system of justice 

For an additional discussion topic see Violence and Islam 
Chapter |, Is and Violent Islam in Chapter 21, Creative 

ology for Islam and Muslin 


354 Grains ¢ 


the Muslim, Islamic View of Suicide and Killing 
id the life span cannot be prolonged. The time 


ined. Miracul 


de 


ith is inevitable 


recovery so regard the life and property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. 


place and mode of death are 


erious accident is ni than a Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you. 


from a severe illness or surviving a 


manifestation of the fact that the time of death had not come, While Remember, one day you will appear before Allah and answer for 


person does not know how, when and where she/he is your deeds. So beware, do not stray from the path of righteousness after 


ost desirabl 


dise is the 


one that propels the individual to Pai ath 1am gone. 


That is the reason behind the desire for martyrdom. 


Broadly defined, a martyr is a person who is ready to sacrifice Life is a sacred gift from God and must be cherished and protected 


her/his life, the most pr S pc jon, for a n and legitimate Therefore, taking a life without a just cause is strictly prohibited and 
cause. However, martyrdom does not come only through war. There subject to severe punishment in the Hereafter, unless forgiven by 
are eight categories:"” one who dies fighting in f Allah,’ those God. Justifications for taking a life include the death sentence for a 
who die because of plague, abdominal disease, drowning a falling justly convicted murderer, for high treason, serious crimes of morality 
building: those dying os o result of burns, pneumonia and delivery that may endanger or destroy the fabric of society and during a legal 
(childbirth); a person who dies fighting off attackers to protect his/he and morally justified war.” The latter includes fighting external 
property n and ression, if the oppressed request help. Rules of 

Martyrdom (shahadah fe sabee lillah) is desired as all sins are forgiven are very strict, they protect noncombatants and prohibit 
and the person is admitted to Paradise without any trial ing unnecessary destruction of s and property, a moral high ground 
worldly deeds, However, a true martyr can be identified God that has remained elusive for many in the 
because the individual's intentions are known only to Hi 
Additionally, just before she/he dies, the person may commit an act Suicide Bombers 
which could be tantamount to for desiring A distinction must be made between suicide combat missions during 
martyrdom maybe unacceptable n cannot be called a war and suicide bombing in civilian areas. Suicide combat missions 
martyr, although outwardly it may app Suicide does not during a war f ing aggression and for the protection of the lives 
bring martyrdom by any stretch of the imagination. Also see d and territories of the defenders are not uncommon war tactics and 
Bomber ould be considered legitimate under the strict rules of warfare. Killing 

of innocent civilians through suicide bombings is murder. Suicide for 
any reason, including despair and terminal illness, is a major sin and i 

he Te oa ry al strictly hibited. * A Hadith states: A man was inflicted with wounds 

au Pakistan V, Hadi a4 and he c d suicide, and so Allah said: My slave used death on 

shore, Pakistan, 1979, I, Hadith 660, 

alue mic Knowledge, Lomba 99 
: smmad s said: A . ‘ . ; A truly legal ond moral war, not necessarily according to the definitions of 


cide bombing ilian areas may e f comp 
circumstances and it may not always be b Jentify the act And do not the life which Allah has forbidden, except for a j 
source(s) entions, For the 7 c e ura Isra’, ayat 33} 
‘overwhelmed pair ing rev The the way of t those who fight against you, but do not 
persuaded by blinding sy: doctr hostilities. Allah r $ 
erve the purr fa few ma at 190) 
Most ay b gs have 
Muslir quently in p fw ) those who restrain themselves, and th ho do good. 
volve public transportation ar g 6 An 128 
If the suicide b really unde 
enacted od infinitum and that the a henever ble, w to t ded an flict 
quivalent t kell f man ah 5, A dah, ayat 32 c P near hough it is not desir 
she woul F even contemplai y c a ly means t p ir ¢ 
forgiven by God, such an act has th r k ppression the killing of cer 
cernal punishment, a f he drear eople 
f the offense of sui 7 War bring fa baseness and y mans, Even 
by two Hadith fi 2 Mu A f y havior 7 ments of anity and al 
ces, i ld w " fai ation, Keeping in perspective the da 
latantly disre r y helped put in pl 
b Ausii 1 ing Mi re i inate ble 


for fi fi B es at Islamic Rules of Warfare 
hows that the Mus! ly adhered t he Prop 
f the popu " d F 
there any injy f d ad t 
th : 7 ff 
years of M ule in greater Syria and P f Treaties 
population was Muslim.” Had there been ar i 
Islam, this figure would d 
ged Muslims to se nd 

Hostilities 


+ Noncombatai 
may not to be 
* Noni 


may not be damaged 


* Injured enemy soldiers 
attacked or killed 
* Destruction 


aptured area: 


must be compensated 


smbatant clergy may not 


* Medical assistance should be mai 
and sick. The Crusader, King 
an illness during his Crusad 


by Salahuddin Ayyt 


The 
Khalifat 


following is an exce 


Abu Bakr 
confront the Byzantin 
Do not commit 


the 


women or ch 


nisapprop 


ommander. Do no 


ub 


pt 


riatior 


dren. Do not injun 


which was pr 


Prisoners 
+ All human beings must b 
+ Enemy prisoners must be 
physically or sexually abu 
© Pittoner tnsy nok be b 
y may 


(632-634 CE), 


Is except for food. L 


ythinj 


of civilian p 


sta pr the same social category as the indigent 
d sick and orphan, ie., those sympathy and charity 
f worship And they feed, for the love of Allah, th 
i Vengeance and Retaliation 


Estat jn id iniquity, and persevere 
wounded whatever may befall yor rah 3). Lugman ”) 

eee The Qur'an, which is the Source of guidance’ from God, repeatedly 
y it mmmands to do good and avoid injustice. The Prophet ® set the 


example for compassionate treatment of captives. He = said: Allah will 
tbe mend ¢ who are not merciful to mankind.” He # als 
Vengeance, collective punishment such as economic deprivation, 
bedience sanctions, destruction 
t bi Honour Killings 
The so-called honour killing may be defined 2 persor 
based on the f that the victim bre to the 
h2AIB 7 he low of ust : f 


family/community or caused disgrace because of an act perceived as 
being unbecoming. The perpetrators are mostly males, usually but not 
i may trigger 


nsensual or by 


su 


always, they are also related to the victims. Fact 


such killings include social issues, sexual acts 


assault), alleged dress code disputes, noncompliance with family 


d that annually between 


directives, political matters, etc. It is estin 


several hundred to a few thousand such killings occur world wide. The 


majority of victims are females. Importantly, such acts are not peculiar 


to any particular culture or religion 


The term honour killing seems to be used almost exclusively for the 


non-white population of the world, for immigrants to white majority 
countries, middle easterners and south Asians, many of whom are 
Muslim. The killing of a caucasian woman by her caucasian husband 
triggered by her affair with another man is still described as being a 
homicide and not honour killing, although the motive and results 
maybe identical. 
Unjustified killing is une 
which Allah h 
A jus 


murder or high treason. The prescr 


yuivocally prohibited: And do not take the life 


forbidden, except for 0 


s in the cours , such as after conviction for 


of jus 


use mear 


Shari'ah punishment for 
murder is death. However, the perpetrator’s life may be spared by the 
victim's heirs, See Chapter 4, Islamic Law, Shari'ah and Figh 


The killing of one’s own family member is considered an 


abomination, In p Arabia, infants (usually females) were 


buried alive because of the perceived shame of not begetting a male 


offspring or for financial reasons, le., the fear of poverty. The practice 


infanticide was stopped by Islam. 


Islam requires that justice be ser 


Iso requires a fair and just trial, not 


The sentence for any individual fairly convicted f 


called honour killing Is the same. What 


yerhaps more impo! 


often forgotten by the perpetrators of homicide, is that sentenc 


and the execution of that sentence in this life does not absolve them 


of that guilt as he/she has also to answer for it on the Day of 


Judgement. In other words, 


ditional punishment, which may 


potentially be eternal, awaits that per s forgiven by G 


Almighty because of since 


repentance 


Suicide, Killing and War 363 


Concluding Summary 


Every person's fate We have fastened on his own neck. On the Day of 
Judgement We shall bring out for him a book which he will see spread 


open. It will be said to him: Read your own record: Your soul is sufficient 


this day as witness against you. (Surah 17. Al Isra’, ayaat 13-14) 


While a world without wars remains elusi 


t of enforceable rules u 


e, the next best thing is 
to have a s 


regulate combatant activity. Islam 


provided such rules in the seventh century CE. These rules are fair 
and realistic and sur 
armed conflict. Abiding by the 
Muslims. History pr 


Examples are the conquest of Makkah by the Prophet #, the conquest 


any other codes of conduct established for 


al obligation for all 


vid 


the evidence that Muslims abided by them. 


of Syria and Palestine during the administration of Umar ibn al Khattab 


the second Khalifah, and the capture of Jerusalem by Salahuddin 

Ayyubi. By contrast, there is the savagery displayed by those who do 

not subscribe to any rules of ethics and morality in conflict situations. 
Even though it may be known that the enemy has committed 


id 


Jihod, ie., fighting in the cause of Allah to defend rights and freedom, 


atrocities, Muslims are advised restraint and patience. This is a twc 


and against oppression, and the exercise of restraint over the desire 


for revenge against a ruthless enemy. 


Chapter Twenty-Five 


Qiyamah 


Introduction 


is the event that is to occur when this present world 


Events Ushering the End of the World 


al 
Muh: 


group: 
of M, 
d Mag 


s will appear, each one 
arts of people 
4 mountain of g 
anothe 
f the same religious doctr 
ting in a great number of casualti 
from the we 
the greater dajjal, th vidual 
f Mary *) will descend th 
g ( ni will appear. Th 
ruc ross the wor 
y he wes k hi Ms 


nificant events that have yet to transpire 


ater dajja 


appearance of Gog and Maj 
Two additional p 


Day of Resurrection, Surah 81, Al Takwir 


seas rise (or overflow). Scientists have predicted a rise in the le 
seas and oceans due to the melting of ice wh 


submerge many port cities and low Islands. The second predict 


from a Hadith which states: The famine would not break out be 
drought, but there would be famine de sinf thing w 

grow from the earth." This prediction may be referring to events that 
have yet to take place. If understood figuratively, it may already be 


occurring in the form of increasing world h witch to cash crop 


(tobacco in Malawi, poppy in Afghanistan, coca in S erica, corn 

for ethanol production, coffee, etc), use of genetically modified see 

with terminator genes that do not permit replanting, and dest 

of crops and orchards by war 

Events Preceding Afflictior 

Of the numerous signs predicting the end of the world, change 
al and moral attitudes are a d much significance 

predicted in the Hadith, that certain social and moral practices wou! 

creep into society and that afflictions would 2s a conseque 

widespread acceptance. As the secular world continues to asse 

they failed to recognize and thus remained unaware of t 


fifteen things, 


So! 


al values. 


fall prey 


values. Prophet 


* Trust is betraye 


+ Payment of Zak 
* Aman obeys his 
father 

* The leader of th 
individual amon 


* The use of femal 


ne of the even 


the afflictions 


edict, many of them 
and abandon those 


Muhammad # had said: Whe 


my ummah does 


will occur in it." These include the following 


d, things left with 


at is perceived as being burdensome 


wife but disobeys his mothe 


nd well but is harsh and distant to his 


base (despicable) 


d because his evil is feared 


will become widespread 


and other intoxicants) will be consumed 
by me 

le singers and music spread 

predicted in the Hadith are unfolding today 


others ha curred since the latter part of the past century, 
atheer Dir A : sand tions, Darussal 
06. Pages 44-4! 
f 4 Sahih khari. MM Kh Publica 
are held in very high esteem and have been awarded certain privileges t 
wher Had a ty honds of 
“ h tion of the Mea i A 
Khan. Kazi Publications, L kistan, 1979. Volume |, Hadith 56 
ih 678 4 
f . . ited f ih 
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including wars and senseless killing, increase in the number of natural 
catastrophes and famines. No one but an inspired Messenger of God 
could have made such predictions fourteen centuries ago and it would 
be difficult to dismiss them as coincidence 


Dajjal (antichrist) 
The Arabic term, ad dajjal, means an impostor. deceiver, or liar. 
Dajal has been used to describe the phenomenon of the antichrist. The 
latter is interpreted as meaning one resembling Christ in appearance and 

power.” Prophet Muhammad # called this individual al masih ad dajl, 

je., someone who will attempt to impersonate the Messiah Jesus ®, or 
even God,” Thus, impostor fits the description provided by him. The 

appearance of the dajjal is one of the greater signs closely related to 
the nearing of the end of this world. Although the dajjal will be active 
he is expected to cause wide- 
spread misery.” Prophet Muhammad # said: There would be no creation 


for a relatively short period of tim 


(creating more trouble) than the dojjal from the creation of Adam to the 
Last Hour.” 

By executing extraordinary appearing feats such as making rain fall, 
making crops grow abundantly, causing drought and even simulating 
resurrection of a dead person, dajjal will be able to impress people 
and gain a significant following, proclaim prophethood and even 
divinity. His accomplishments may appear similar to the miracles 
performed by prophets and are listed in several Hadith 


cheat, smear with ta 


Ings, depending upon it's usage Antichrist (antchnsto 
Greek) does not necessarily mean opposed to Ost 


impersonate Jesus = whose return to earth is anticipated 


Sunan Abu Dawud, English Translation with Explanatory Notes, A. Hasan, Kitab 


Bhavan, New Delhi, India, 1997. Volume 3 Malahim, pages. 12021203, 
Hadith 4307. When asked how long the Dajjal would remain on the earth, the 
Prophet sald: Forty days, one like a year, one Uke & month, one ke @ week, and d 
un. M. Macraji. Darul Isha‘at. Karachi, Pakistan, 1998. Volume IV-8, Hadith 
366-367. 
ser Dimashql. Book of the End: Great Trials and Tribulations. Darussalam. 


1996. Pages 99-105, 
Translation of Sahih Muslim, Darussalam, Riyadh, S Arabia, 2007. Volume 7, 


328-355 


ibulations and the Portents of the Hour, pag 
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Supernatural and extraordinary accomplishments have been 
attributed to a few of God's chosen people. Best known are prophetic 
miracles like the splitting of the moon by Prophet Muhammad # and 
those related to Moses = and Jesus These occurred by God's 
permission (bi iznillah).”" A few other individuals with extraordinary 
devotion to God, ie.. saints, have also been known for extraordinary 
achievements. The latter are also possible only with God’s permission. 
(Also see The Miracles of Prophets in Chapter |, Islam) 

Since daijal fits into neither of these categories (prophet or saint), 
how will he accomplish his “miracles”? The truth is known only to 
God. The “miracles” may indeed be facilitated by God as a test for 
mankind and do not attest to his truthfulness.” However, some of 
them could also be the products of modern science or he may have 
help from amongst the Jinn. Under usual circumstances, Jinn are not 
visible to humans, although they can see us. They have the ability to 
transform themselves into human form, to the extent that they can 
assume the physical appearance of any person. They are also able to 
transform into animals or other living creatures such as snakes. 

Since dajjal's objective will be to lead people away from true religion 
and the belief in One God, anyone accepting his claim to prophethood 
or divinity will be straying into shirk (associating partners with God) 
and to their own downfall, just like those who followed the mythical 
Pied Piper. Prophet Muhammad ® described daijal's anticipated 
misdeeds as the greatest fitnah (trial) of all times. He said: 

Let him who hears of the dajjal go far from him, for | swear by Allah that 


@ man will come to him thinking he is a believer and follow him (the 
dajjol) becouse of confused ideas roused in him by him (by the dajal). 


Surah 7. Al A’raaf, ayaat 107-122 
See foot note 31 
Surah 3, ‘Al Imraan, ayat 49 states that Jesus = said: I come to you with o sign from 
your Lord, | fashion for you out of clay the likeness of a bird and I breathe into it ond iti 
© bird, “by Allah’s permission” (bi i2niloh}. I heal him who was born blind, and the leper, 
and | rose the dead, “by Allah's permission” (bi tznilah).. (emphasis added) 

agician and charlatan, Ibn Katheer 
alam. Riyadh 


Some learned scholars consider him a 

Dimashqi. Book of the End: Great Trials and Tribulations, Dar 

S Arabia, 1996. Pages 126-127. 

Sunan Abu Dawud, Translation by A. Hasan, Kitab Bhavan, New Delhi. 1997. 
me 3. Hadith 4305, page 1202 


The Return of Jesus 
Mahdi ®, the rightly guided leader 


Muslims, is 


years before Jesu: descends 


ate all evil and kill the dajjal. He will 


1d all of mankind will follow 


marry and have « 

When Jesus # returns to earth, he will follow the faith prescribed by 
God for all of mankind, ie., the belief in One God who has neither 
will affirm that Prophet 


partner nor son. Furthermore, Jesus 


Muhammad is the final Messenger of God and he will follow the 


nas taught and practiced by Prophet Muhammad 


relig 


Manifestation of the Day of Judgement 


They ask you of the destined Hour, when will it come to poss. Soy 


Knowledge thereof is with my Lord only, He alone will monifest it 


its proper time, The heavens and the earth are heavy with it. It come 


to you save unaware " 


st without warning, catching pe 


That Day will mar 


e who disbelieved in 


he hearts of ¢ 


unprepared, casting terror in 


>se involved in evil acts. The implic 


God's Revelations 


that Day will not be lost on any of the living or the resurre 
son will be concerned only about him/herself 

ause a nursing mother to abandon her child. Th 

God and His Messengers and lived abiding by His rule 


nothing to fear. The disbelievers and perpetrators of evil will be most 


severely affected, bringing home the realization that they erred 
hoice of disbelief and disob ce 

fore your Lord (alone), is the recourse that that Day man will 
be informed of what he sent forward and what he left behind. Nay 

will be a witness against himself. (Surah 75, Al Qiyamah, ayaat 12-14) 

the Final Message (Istam) and the prop dof M a 
Prop hi aid: from of lew 
" pari, MM K ons, L fan, 1979. Volume (x 


Some faces that Day will be shining and rodiant. Looking towards their 
Lord. And some faces that Day will be dark and gloomy. In the thought 


thot some great calamity was about to be inflicted on them 


(Surah 75, Al Qiyamah, ayaat 22-25) 
Those who transgressed all bounds And had preferred the life of this 
world Will find themselves in Hell; But those who feared to stand before 


their Lord and curbed their souls’ desires the Garden will be their dwelling 


place Surah 79, An Naziat.ayat 37-41) 


Concluding Summary 


The Day that some of the Signs of your Lord do come, no good will it do 
to a person to believe then, if he believed not before, nor earned good 


through his Foith. urah 6, Al An'sam, ayat 158) 


ales are heavy, they are the successful. And those 
all abide in 


Then those whos 


whose scales ore light are those who lose their souls, they sh 


Hell forever (Surah 23, Al Mu'minoon, ayaat 102-103) 


Belief in the resurrection after death in this world, accountability 
for all deeds and an eternal life, either in Paradise or Hell-Fire, is an 


essential part of a Muslim's faith, While determination of the ultimate 


abode is on the Day of Judgement, each individual's accountability 
begins soon after death. Therefore, the mindful attempt to conduct 


themselves in a manner that the record of deeds is always goo 
anticipation of the unexpected. 

There is no escape from the reality of the Day of Judgement also 
pafter and are conter 


for those who do not believe in it or in the He 
with the life of this world. Life on earth is transient and its allurements 


disbelief does not erase the reality nor absolve 


are a test Denial 
untability and consequences of all deeds wi 


one of the acc 


person is answerable only for him/herself. 
he Day of Judgement will provide unmatched justice as there is no 


with God. The reckoning on that day will take into 


unfairnes ‘ount 


Additional Reading 
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4, Great Trials at 
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V. Glossary 


GLOSSARY 


Adhan / Azaan 


The call to prays unced loudly to indicate the 


time for ves to Summon the people t 


the mosque to pray ir 


‘Adl 
Jus 


Ahi al Kitaab 


Ahi al Kitaab means people book. It refers to those who 
were recipients of earlier Div ations, primarily the Jews and 
Alhamduliliah 

All Praise is due to God alone. This is an expression of the 
Allah (see Chapter 2 

Th name God ha: Himself. Allah ar 1 have one 


Allahu Akbar 
Allah (God) is gr 


‘aqi 


Intellect, ie., the ability to reason a 


Arafat 
kilometers 3 
an the ninth day of 
Common I: Te 
Ashura 
This is ¢ 
the Islamic calendar 


Ayat (ayah) (plur 


ally, ayat. me 
frequently as 
Badr 

(al: vai 
tribes and the nase 


Bayt al Maqdis 


f Makkah. Th 
lH 
and their Me 
f the month 
and their Me 
63 


Believer 


A believer or mu'min (plural mu'minoon) is a person who 


submission to God is entious, willful, whe 


earted and 


complete. A be 


complete trust in God, follows His 
Commandments ung and abides by the rules of the 


Shari'ah. Als 


Daijjal 


The literal meani 


dajal is liar, deceiver, or impostor, Dajjal is 
the antichrist. Prophet Muhammad « called him an impostor who will 


attempt t 


mpersonate the Messiah Jesus = (al masih ad dajal), Also 


see Chapter 25, Qiyamah 


Deen 

Religion. A comprehensive way of life. Also see Islam. 

Dhimmi 

Ahi al dhimmah or dhimmi means protected people. It refers t 
non-Muslims living under the protection of an Islamic State. Also see 
Ga yemia Oa Chapter 1, Minorities under 
Muslim Ru 


Dhul Hijjah 


Dhul Qa’dah 


The eleventh month of the Islamic calenda 
Du’a 


It occurs 2 conclusion of the Haj, on 
f Dhul Hijjah, the twelfth month of th 
nmemo: he eof Prophe 
(peace be up e Char 


s and their Meaning 


Eid ul Fitr 
Festivity commemorating the conclusion of the month of fasting, ie 
e Chapter 20 


Ramadan, mmon Islamic Terms and their 


Meanings. 


Fajr 


Early mornin 


dawn, This refers to the time of the first of the five 


daily obligatory praye 


Fard 


Obligatory. It refers to the obligatory devotional duties, such as 


prayers, fasting, Zakat, etc 


Fasting (Sawm) 
See under Ramadan and also Chapter 20, Common Islamic Term 


and their Meanings 


Fatwa 
See Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings. 


Fiqh 


Islamic jurisprudence. See Chapter 4, Islamic Law, Shari'ah and Figh, 


Fitnah 
Trial, conflicts. 


Fitrah 


The pristine nature in which man was creal 


Hadd 
See under Hudood 


Arabic word hadith are speech 


onversation, interview, narrative, account or report. In the context 


of Islam, it refers to all the actions, we teac 


gs and rulings of 


Muhammad =. A Hadith Qudsi is a narrative in which Prophet 


Prophe 


Muhammad * reported what was said by God. Unlike the Qur'an, 
those are not God's Words. Also see under Sunnah 


Haj 
This is th 


e pilgrimage to Makkah 
one of the Five Pillars of Islam. The 


ind surrounding sacred places. It is 


thers are Shahadah (Testimony of 
Faith), Salat (obligatory prayers), Fasting during the month of Ramadan, 


and Zaokot. Haj is an annual 


ent occurring in the twelfth month of 
the Islamic calendar (Dhul Hijjah). Also see Chapter |, Islam and 
Chapter 20, C 


n Islamic Terms and their Meanings 


Halal 
Lawtul, permitted. 


Haram 


Unlawful, prohibited 


Har’am 
Sanctuary. Refers to the sacred sanctuaries in Makkah, Madinah anc 
Al Quds (Jerusalem). 


Hijrah 


This refers to the ¢ 


tion of Prophet Muhammad « from 
in July 622 CE and marks 


nig 
Makkah to Madinah which took pla 


f the Islamic Calendar 


beginning 


Hudaibiya’ 
A place ab 
important treaty between Muslims and the Makkan pagans, This treaty 


was signed in the month of Dhul Qa'dah, 6 AH (628 CE) 


ut 16 kilometers from Makkah. This was the site of an 


Hudood 
Plural for hadc 


prohibited (halal and horam) which have b 


This refers to the limits of the permissible and 


en set by God. Violation of 


these limits is punishable by Divinely prescribed penalties. 


Eid) 

Fes 
Rama 
Mean 


Fajr 
Ear 
daily 


Fare 
Ob 


praye 
Fast 


See 


Faty 


Figh 


Fitr; 


Iddah 


This is the prescribed divorce or 


the husband befor 


Chapter 7, Marriage 


tima’ 
Consensus of knowledgeable * 
matters of figh. It is one of the four sources f 
ter 4, Islamic Law, Shari'ah and Figh. 


Iitihaad 

Personal judgement of Muslim on legal matters derived i 
‘onformity with the Qur'an and Sunnah. It is one of the fou 
for the Shari'ah. Also see Chapter 4, Islamic Law, Shari'ah and Figh 
Imam 

Imam means leader, spiritual and political. An imam is alsc 
person who leads congregational prayers. Also see Chapt 
Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings 

Iman 

Faith, belief. 

Isha 

The late evening prayer. The time f 

ninety minutes after sunset 

Islam 

The word Islam is derived from silm which means peace, to be safe 
jecure, protected from harm, and to surrende 


mission/surrender to the Will of God. TI 
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Islam is a comprehensive code of living (deen), guiding and providing 


ular, individual 


answers and solutions to all problems, spiritual and s 


>mmunal, Also see Chapter I, Isiam. 


Islamic Calendar and New Year 

The Islamic calendar is based on the lunar cycle. There are twelve 
months in the year, beginning with the month of Muharram. Each 
month has eit 
total number of days is 354. The Hijrah (emigration of Prophet 
Muhammad from Makkah to Madinah) marks the beginning of the 


ner 29 or 30 days, depending upon the lunar cycle. The 


Islamic Calendar, Also see Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and 
their Meanings 


Islamic New Year's day 
The Muslim new ye 


ir starts on the first day of Muharram, the first 


month of the Islamic calendar. New year's day has no religious 


significance 


Isra’ and Miraj 
Isra’ was the Night Journey of Prophet Muhammad # from Makkah 


to Jerusalem and Miraj was the Heavenly Visitation, This took place in 
the month of Rajab about eighteen months before the Hijrah to 


Madinah. 


Jesus (Isa) 
See Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings 


Jihad 


The literal meaning of jihad is to struggle or strive. It is an all-round 


struggle against evil in every form. 


Jinn 
.e Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and thei 


Jizya 


A tax payable by non-Muslims living under the protection of an 


of zZakat which is obligatory 


Islamic State. 


represents the equiv 
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for all Muslims. Non-Muslims are exempted from paying Zakat. Sor 


non-Muslims are also exempted from paying jizya. Also see Chapter 


11, Minorities under Muslim Rule. 


Jumada al Awwal (Junada a! Ula) 


Fifth month of the Islamic calendar 


Jumada al Thani (jumada al Akhira) 
the Islamic calendar 


Sixth month 


Jumma 

This refers to Friday, the day for congregational prayer. The Friday 
congregational prayer is obligatory for men and boys who have 
attained puberty, Attendance is not compulsory for women. Women’s 
participation varies with regional cultural traditions. The latter may 
have no Islamic basis. During the time of the Prophet ® and the 


Khalifahs, women attended the Jumma Prayers. 


Ka'ba 
The Ka'ba was the first house built on earth for the 
One and Only God of the universe. It was rebuilt by Al 


first born 


Ismail (peace be upon them). It ate 


Sanctuary in Makkah, Arabia (al Masjid 


Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings. 


Katir (plural kuffar) 


Disbeliever. One who does not believe in God the 
existen disbelieves in His messengers . 
(bo: adar (destiny/fate). Also see Kufr 
Kalima 

The literal meaning is word. In common usage it refers to the 
pronouncement of faith: La laaha illaliah Mul 00! ullah, ie 
there is no deity worthy of worship besides Alla ammad # is 
His messenger 


Glossary 


Khalifah (plural khulafah) 
Caliph. The literal meaning is successor. Also see Chapter 20, 
Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings 


Khamr 


Khamr is commonly understood as meaning wine. However, it's 


broader meaning includes all intoxicants. Islam prohibits the 


production, consumption, buying, selling and serving of all intoxicants 


Khutba 
Sermon. A sermon precedes the Jumma (Friday) prayer. Other 


accasions for givin, mon are the two Eid prayers and at the time 


of Nikah (marriage). The Eid sermon is given immediately after the Eid 
prayer on the first day of Eid. The Jumma 


mon precedes the 


prayer 


Kufr 
Disbelief in God and/or in any article of faith. This includes the five 
basi Five Pillars six Pillars 


of Faith: belief in God, in the existence of angels, in all prophets and 


Islam) and the 


tenets (also known as Th 


messengers sent by God, in the Revelations sent by God through all 


ment (your ul Qiyamah) and destiny/fate 


prophets, in the Day of Ju 


(al Qadar) 


Lord 


See Chapter 20 


mmmon Islamic Terms and their Meaning 


Madrassah 


See Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings. 


Maghrib 
This means West. It also 


1 (maghrib salat). The latter is due soon after sunset, The 


efers to the time of sunset and the early 


evening pr: 


western extent of the Islamic Commonwealth, ie, Morocco is knowr 


Maghrib 


Mahr 


A gift given by the husband the time of marriage 
Mahram 

This is a male relative of 2 woman to wh arriage is never 
permitted, eg. father, brother, uncle, son, nephew 
Makruh 

Undesirable, unapproved, Although not pre 4 or punishab 
under Shari'ah, anything assigned this categ Id be av 


Masjid 


Literally, masjid means a place of worship, a p 

(prostration during prayer). The term masjid is generic for a place 
worship. It does not specify a particular structure but nmonly 
used for a mosque. Also see under 

Masjid al Aqsa 

Far Distant Place of Worship. This refers to the Sacre ary 
Jerusalem, Also see Chapter 5, Isra’, Miraj and Jerusal 

asjid al Haram 

Arabia. That is where the Ka’ba is located. 

Masjid al Nabwi 

This refers to the Prophet's # m: Aral 

Mina 

A place about six kilom de Makkah on the way to Ara 
During Haj, this is the first encampment site for the pilgrims af y 


leave Makkat 
Mosque (masjid) 
A mosqu 
hall with a small niche (mi 


the Ka'ba in Makkah, The 


during prayer. The imam stands in this niche while leading 


congregational prayer. The minaret is 


tower which Is 


situated at a corner of the mosque structure. In times past, the 


minaret was used for calling the adhon (call to prayer). The person 


calling the adhan is a mu’azzin, 


Mufti 


A person who is qualified to give a legal opinion 


Muharram 


First month of the Islamic calendar 


Mujahid (plural mujahidoon) 
The mujahid is a per 


who is participating in Jihad, In the media, a 


frequent misrepresentation of mujal 


d is holy warrior. There such 


a holy war. Also see 


designation in Islam and jihad is also n 
23, Crusades and Holy War 


Mu’min 


See under Believer 


Mushrik 


This refers to one who commits shirk. Muslim men and women are 


prohibited from marrying a mushrik, Also see under shirk 


Muslim Festivals 


See Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and their Meanin 


Muslim Greeting 


Islamic Terms and their Meanings. 


Muzdalifah 
A place between Mina and th During Haj. the 


and tenth of Dhul 


pilgrims 


These months hi 


m of designated as such by Divine Injunction: The 


Nafila (Nafal, plural Nawafil) Qa'dah, Dhul Hijah, and Muhar 


Of umber of months w 


prayers (salat) or other onal activity. Ot ar Allah is twelve (in @ year). So ordained by Him the day He created the 
called Fard. heavens and the earth; and of these, four are sacred. That is the 
figion. So do not wrong yourselves in them... (Surah 9, At Taubah, ayat 36), 
Nikah 
Islamic wedding ceremony Ramadan and Fasting 
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. Fast ring 
Prayer (salat) this month is obligatory for all adult Muslims and children past 
See Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and their puberty. Also Chapter 20, Common Islamic Terms and their 
Meanings 
Qadar 
Divine preordainment, destiny or measur Riba 
Usury, interest. Islamic Shari'ah prohibits dealing in interest. Such 
Qibla riba maybe of two types: in monetary transactions such as monetary 
The direction in which Muslims fac prayer. This is the interest (riba nasi’a) and certain forms of barter dealings in which 
direction towards the Ka’ba in Makkah, Arabia superior quality item is taken in return for a larger quantity of lesser 
(inferior) quality items (ribo fadal). 
Qur'an 
The literal meaning is reading. It is the book which contains the Sadaqa 
literal Words of God that were transmitted through Prophet 


Muhammad «. Also see Chapter |, Islam, 


Safa and Marwa 
Quraish These 


A Makkan tribe that wielded significant political influe 


the two small hillocks adjacent to the K 


When Prophet Abraham = left his second wife Hajar (Hagar) and their 


Dime mM early fares perIOG ec Muhammad d to this Infant son Ismail in the valley of Makkah, Hajar went from one hillock 
Lia. to the joking for help. In commemoration, the pilgrims walk 
this stretch seven times during the Umrah. 

Rabi’ al Awwal 

Third month of the Islamic calenda Sara 
Rabi’ al Thani 

Fourth month of the Islamic calen¢ Saat Giise 

See Chapter ic Terms and Me 

Rajab 

The sev Ee rm alendar. It is one of the four Sha’ban 

sacred mont! nsecutive months: Dhul 


Shahadah 


mony of faith in Islam. A person whe 


accepts Isla 


Ashhaduan la ilaaha illallah wa ashhod 


Muhammad is His messenger 


Sharitah 


See Chapter 4, Islamic Law, Shari'ah and Figh 


Shawwal 


The tenth month of the Islamic calendar 


Shirk 


Polytheism, Worshipping someone or something othe d 
n addition to God. Associating partners with God. Als pte 
20, Common Islamic Terms and their Meanings 

Subhan Allah 

Glory be to Allah. To honor Allah above all unsuitable things that 
are ascribed to Him 

Sunnah 

This refers to the practice of Prophet Muhammad #. Like Hadith 
the word sunnah also means tradition and both terms (Hadith and 
the same authority Y 1e Prophet 

and actions were Divinely inspired. Th c's we life is an ¢ 

to follow for all who accept Islam. Also 1, Aslam 


Surah 


This refers to a chapter of the Qur'an 


Tafseer 
Explanation and commentary on the meaning of the Qur'a 


Exegesis. 


Taqwa 
Taqwa 


translated as meaning piety. A person who has taqwa is 


God, strives to obeys His directives and fears 


ie, does what pleases God and avoids everything 


that that may incur His displeasure 


Tauheed 


Belief in the Unity of God. Also see Chapter |. Islam. 


Tawaf 
Circumambulation of the Ka'ba. This is required during performance 


Ubud 


A mountain o 


Ummah 
Nation, community. It refers to Muslims 
form one comi y, irrespective of race 


rigin and geographic locatior 


Umrah 


Also called the lesser pilgrimage, in distinction to Haj. This is the 


to Makkah during any time other than that for Haj. The 


med as a part of the Haj. Also see Chapter 20, 


mmmon Isl s and their Meanings. 


Wudu 


To 
Shaha Zakat 

accep ee Chapter 20, C Islamic Terms and their Meanings 

Ash 

I be Zamzam 

Mul This is the ancient water well in Makkah which was dug by the angel 

in response ti plea of Hajar (Hagar), Ismail's © mother, Even 

Shar today this is a source of plentiful water for the pilgrims and others 
See who visit the Har'am (Mosque surrounding the Ka’ba in Makkah). 
Shav Zuhr 

The This refers to the midday prayer 


Shirl 
Poly 
in ade 


20, ¢ 


Sub 
Glo 


are ai 


Sunr 
Thi 
the » 


Grains of Sustenance 
A Study of the Faith and Practice of Islam 


This book provides an insight into the faith of around one 
fourth of the earth’s inhabitants. It outlines the Divinely 
prescribed principles which guide its practice, maKing it a 
complete way of life which touches every aspect of an 
individual's existence, It discusses contemporary issues 

which preoccu day society and sheds light on...» 
the true Islam as a flexible middle road that 4 
shuns and assures contentment. It also attempts 


to dispel myths created by ain 


moar the true meaning of Islam 


N 


